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Council put 
properties 
up for sale 

A SHOP that has been empty for 15 
years is one of many properties put up for 
sale by Sandwell Council to raise money. 

The authority is trying to save £27 million and is 
selling off land and buildings across the borough to 
bring in extra cash. 

The portfolio is believed to be worth in the region 
of £4m. It includes empty shops offices and land 
across the six towns. 

The former Pullingers electrical shop, land on 
Alexandra Road used during the construction of the 
Tipton Tunnel and a Smethwick cemetery lodge are 
among the sites to be put up for sale. 

Councillor Ian Jones, cabinet member for jobs and 
economy, said the council needs to realise its assets 
as it battles Government cuts. 

He said: “I don’t believe it is acceptable for the 
council to hold on to property and land when an effec¬ 
tive use could be found by selling it. 

“It will have the additional benefit of clearing up 
areas by off-loading derelict buildings that will then 
be either brought back to life or demolished and 
redeveloped. 

Protected 

“The Pullingers shop in Park Lane East, Tipton, is 
a prime example. It has been closed for around 15 
years, since the company moved to Union Street. 

“The building has been lying empty ever since. 

“Properties like this need to be sold off and 
brought into some kind of use.” 

Cllr Jones has assured the public that no ameni¬ 
ties will be lost as a result of the plans to put the 
premises on the market. 

He said: “We can assure people any council land 
designated as a park or public space will be protected 
as will amenities for the community.” 

Church party for saying 
goodbye to play leader 

A SMETHWICK woman who has cared for 
hundreds of children in 30 years at a church 
play group is to be honoured with a special 
party on Saturday. 

Mrs Val Blount has retired from running the St 
Hilda’ Church Play Group in Abbey Road. 

Parents and grandparents from the community 
she has helped over the years are invited to the 
church hall between 2pm and 4pm to say thank-you 
to her. Anyone who comes is asked to bring a photo¬ 
graph of the children Val cared for so they can be put 
in a special photobook as a keepsake. 

Vicar Rev Paul Hinton said: “Val has been an 
amazing and loving presence in the lives of probably 
thousands of children in the Warley Woods area over 
the years. Many parents owe her a debt of grati¬ 
tude.” 


Magic day at library 

MAGIC is in the air for visitors at Great Bridge 
Library this month. 

Performer Ron Popple will be bringing his New 
Year magic show to the Sheepwash Lane library on 
Saturday, January 22, with entertainment for all 
ages. Admission will be free for the show, which will 
run from 10.30 to 11.30am. Call 0121 557 1796. 


CAR MOB MEETING ON RESIDENTIAL ROADS 

FEAR OVER 

BOYRACER 

HOTSPOT 


MORE than 50 boy racers 
met up again at a known 
petrol heads’ hotspot in West 
Bromwich, prompting a 
string of complaints to police 
and council chiefs. 

Residents fear Kenrick Way is 
fast becoming an unofficial 
meeting place for young drivers 
after dozens turned up on Sunday 
night to watch unofficial races and 
screeching car stunts. 

Sandwell’s neighbourhoods chief 
Councillor Derek Rowley said com¬ 
plaints about boy racers had risen in 
the last few weeks and that action 
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would be taken to try to ensure fami¬ 
lies were not disturbed by their dan¬ 
gerous and noisy antics. 

One onlooker said the cars began gather¬ 
ing at around 9.30pm, with one of the group 
taking pictures of the rest from a precari¬ 
ous position on the central reservation. 

Tyres were heard screeching around 
Union Street, Maria Street and Green 
Street. 

The resident, who did not wish to be 
named, said: “There were tons of them. 
This is the second time in a month. I hope 
they’re not starting to meet every month 
now.” 

Cllr Rowley said: “There have been prob¬ 
lems with boy racers before, we’ve had 
them on Asda in Great Bridge and the 


Charles Street industrial estate and now 
they appear to have moved on to Kenrick 
Way,” he said. 

Billy Corrigan, spokesman for West Mid¬ 
lands Police, said: “We can confirm we are 
investigating reports of anti-social drivers 
on Kenrick Way. 

Seriously 

“We take this issue very seriously and 
there are a number of operations across the 
force to tackle anti-social drivers. 

“Local officers will be meeting residents 
later this week to discuss their thoughts 
and outline plans to stop repeat offences.” 

In December, police were called to a 
smaller gathering of around 50 cars in the 
same area. Officers attended but no arrests 
were made. 

Anyone with information can call 0345 
113 5000 ext 7911 6731. 


Chief defends online blog cost of £4,610 



AN ONLINE diary written by the 
chief executive of Sandwell Council is 
costing taxpayers thousands of pounds a 
year to run. 

The council’s chief executive Jan Britton’s 
‘Word on the Street’ internet blog, which is 
aimed at council workers, will cost more 
than £4,000 a year to run on top of one-off set 
up costs of £4,610. 

He has defended the cost of the site saying it is 
“pretty good value for money”. 

The full costs of the blog were revealed by Mr 
Britton on the blog website. 

Mr Britton, who took up the interim post in Sep¬ 
tember, said: “I think the blog is a great way to 
communicate, share ideas and broaden the discus¬ 
sion. 

“Every day 950 council employees who have sub¬ 
scribed to the blog receive direct emails and 
between 800 and 1,000 employees log onto the blog 
to read it on the web.” 

He added: “Of course, the blog is not the only 
way to communicate but it is part of the modern 
communication mix.” 

He added there was “no secret” about the cost of 
setting up and running the blog and revealed it 
had initially been set up on free software. 

However, the free software was vulnerable to 


computer hackers and viruses, so had to be 
upgraded. 

The one-off cost of setting up the blog last year 
was £450 for training, £1,800 for a better com¬ 
puter to cope with the volume of information and 
£2,360 for software and web design - a total of 
£4,610. 

The ongoing cost of running the blog each year 
is £4,140, which is made up of £65 per month 
which is spent on hosting and backing-up, plus 
£280 per month for technical support, web design 
and all other associated costs. 

Mr Britton explained that this year each 
message emailed to a subscriber or viewed by a 
visitor to the site will cost the council around 2p 
each. 

He adds: “The other comparison is between the 
cost of the blog and the cost of the newsletters it 
has replaced. “Originally, the blog replaced the 
monthly newsletter that was emailed to those 
employees in the old urban regeneration theme 
who had access to a council computer and posted 
to the rest - in 2009 this cost about £2,000 for six 
issues. 

“The blog has also replaced “Sandwell Today”, 
the previous chief executive’s staff newsletter, 
which was sent out between one and four times per 
year at a cost of about £4,200 per issue. I reckon 
that makes the blog pretty good value for money,” 
he said. 



Front from left, Michelle Smith, aged 16, Mary 
Brown, Vikki Toon, 17, back, Katie Harper, 19, Sian 
Breakwell, 19, and Natalie Davies, 18, at the RSA 
Academy in Tipton 

Tipton’s kids 
from Fame 

YOUNGSTERS at a Tipton school are taking 
to the stage this week for a production of Fame. 

The story, made famous by the 1980 film about the 
lives of several teenagers who attend a New York 
high school for students gifted in the performing 
arts, was being brought to life at the RSAAcademy 
in Tipton this week — with the last chance to catch 
the show being today (Thursday). 

It features a cast of 75 pupils in years nine to 13. 

Lesley James, director of business development at 
the Bilston Road school, said it was the first perform¬ 
ance by Tip Top Productions, a group made up of stu¬ 
dents who have chosen performing arts. 

Responsible 

“Pupils will be responsible for lighting, costume, 
tickets, make-up and advertising,” she said. “They 
are really taking on a full role. 

“The teachers have taken a step back and we feel 
that this is a much more interesting way of working.” 

Tickets can be booked by calling the school on 0121 
5561351. 

Football centre hit 
by another delay 

THE opening of a £2.5 million football centre 
at the Phoenix Collegiate North site in Friar 
Park Road, Wednesbury, has been delayed for 
a third time. 

The centre was originally to open in October but 
its revamp was not finished in time. Opening was 
pushed back to January 4 but it was again delayed 
following severe weather and was due to open on 
Monday. The centre, which aims to hone the football 
skills of pupils from nine Sandwell schools, is still 
not ready and on Tuesday remained closed. It is 
understood that the facility could not open because 
a meter had not been connected in time. 

All-weather pitches have been laid and a fitness 
suite equipped. 
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Binmen seal 
a deal with 
new bosses 
on lost pay 

BINMEN in Sandwell involved in a pay 
dispute have reached a deal with their new 
bosses. 

Private firm Serco 
has agreed to give 
workers back 65 per 
cent of the cash they 
lost under Sandwell 
Council’s single status 
agreement, it is 
claimed. 

Serco took over the 
£650 million waste con¬ 
tract from Sandwell 
Council last year. 

Before the deal went 
ahead, workers went on 
strike and took part in 
industrial action after 
their wages were cut by 
the authority. 

Union bosses said they 
were delighted to reach a 
settlement. 

Goodwill 

Brian Rickers, of Unite 
the Union said: “After 
members of management 
from Serco met with trade 
union members, agree¬ 
ment has been reached to 
which a percentage of 
single status payments 
that were lost have been 
reinstated with the good¬ 
will of Serco. 

“Serco management 
have, as a goodwill 
gesture, offered them (the 
binmen) a percentage of 
that back which has gone 
to a vote which has been 
unanimously accepted. 

“All industrial action 
regarding single status 
issues have now been 
called off. 

“I am very pleased. All 
members are happy. 

“I would just like to say 
that now we can start 
moving forward as we 
have reached a resolution 
to this. It has been a long, 
hard drawn out fight.” 

Contract 

Serco took over the 
multi-million pound 
waste contract from 
Sandwell Council in 
November. 

While working for the 
council, the staff had been 
involved in nine weeks of 
action, working to rule 
and walking out for two 
days. This came after 
salaries were cut by 
£2,900 a year under 
single status, which aims 
to iron out pay inequali¬ 
ties between members of 
staff. 

Serco spokesman Adam 
Fergie said: “We are 
delighted we have 
reached an agreement.” 
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Routine car park inquiry sparked major police investigation 

How an old fashioned 
hunch cracked drug ring 


GOOD “old-fashioned coppering” 
smashed a multi-million pound 
drugs empire in the Black Country. 

Two detectives carrying out a routine 
check for car thieves triggered a year-long 
investigation that uncovered more than 40 
cannabis farms worth more than £8.5 
million. The full extent of the operation was 
revealed for the first time at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court last week. 

Illegal immigrant Le Manh Hung, aged 
21, of no fixed address, admitted conspiracy 
to produce cannabis and was jailed for two 
years and eight months. Drugs bosses Ali 
Munir and Shazad Ali are also behind bars 
awaiting sentencing for the same charge. 

The police operation began last February, 
when two officers carrying out routine 
checks in the car park of B&Q in Wednes- 
bury spotted two cars draw up alongside 
each other and white envelopes pass 
between the occupants. 

When the officers went to investigate, 
they found three Vietnamese men in one of 
the cars along with bags of food and £2,500 
cash. One of the two men in the other 
vehicle worked for Walsall lettings firm K2 
Properties and the envelope he had passed 
over had a key in it. 

The men were taken for questioning and 
it was discovered the key was for a unit on 
an industrial estate at William Street on 
The Butts in Walsall. 

Complaints 

Officers had a search warrant and were 
already due to raid the premises the next 
morning after smelling cannabis when they 
went to investigate following complaints 
from the owner that the locks had been 
changed. 

Sergeant Steve Davis, head of the Walsall 
Pro Active police team, moved the raid 
forward and swooped shortly before mid¬ 
night — discovering 1,888 cannabis plants 
growing inside the factory unit and a Viet¬ 
namese “gardener” hiding in the roof space. 

Checks proved that the property was let 
out by K2 and had been on their books for 
78 weeks. Experts estimated that would 
have been enough time to grow more than 
£3 million of drugs on the premises. 

Sgt Davis and a six-strong team of con¬ 
stables found several recently-busted 
cannabis farms in the area were being let by 
the same firm. They organised seven more 
raids for March 2 last year, when 50 officers 
hit the offices of K2, the homes of its direc¬ 
tors Ali Munir and Shazad Ali, and four 
properties being leased by the company. 

The properties on K2’s books being used 
as drugs dens included a £lm seven- 
bedroom millionaire’s row mansion in 
Roman Road, Little Aston, that K2 had only 
taken control of five weeks earlier but 
already had 1,150 cannabis plants growing 
in four rooms upstairs. 

Another large property in Gorway Road, 
Walsall, was a safe house for Vietnamese 
illegal immigrants working on cannabis 
farms. Police found a dozen people at the 
property along with £40,000 cash in a 
carrier bag on a bedroom floor. 

A ledger at the offices of K2 showed prop¬ 
erties being let by the firm with the phrase 
“off the books” written against some of 
them. These were drug factories. 

More were then raided although the 
“gardeners” had been warned and escaped. 

Checks on cannabis farms raided during 
the proceeding four years revealed more 
that had been let by K2. 

Police believe that at least 46 houses and 
industrial units leased through the firm 
were used by the gang of cannabis growers 
between October 2006 and March last year. 

Twenty three people were arrested 



Ali Munir and Shazad Ali at Wolverhampton Crown Court Pc Caroline Holley with cannabis plants inside Tennal House 



Plants found at 251 Birmingham Road, Walsall 




Jailed - Le Manh Hung 



during the near 12-month investigation. 
Fourteen admitted involvement in the con¬ 
spiracy. 

Eleven have been jailed for between 21 
and 32 months and three others, including 
Munir and Ali, aged 30, of Brook House 
Road, Walsall, who have admitted conspir¬ 
acy to produce cannabis, are still awaiting 
sentence. 

Munir, aged 30, of Thorpe Road, Cald- 
more and the son of Palfrey Councillor 
Mohammed Munir, was also jailed for 12 
weeks last month for election fraud. 

In court, Hung was described by Judge 
Martin Walsh as the “sergeant major of 
the gardeners”. 


Prosecutor Tim Probert-Wood said: 
“Drugs were being grown on a commercial 
scale, generally using Vietnamese garden¬ 
ers who lived at the properties and looked 
after the plants. 

Millions 

“It is difficult to gauge the actual total 
yield but it is in the millions.” 

After the hearing, Pc Stacey Paterson, 
who worked on the case, said: “We are all 
delighted with the outcome of an inquiry 
that involved a lot of hard work. It was just 
old fashioned coppering.” 

Sgt Davis added: “Every member of the 
squad played their part. But Pc Paterson 


The plush Tennal House in Roman Road 

deserves special mention because she did 
all the hard work in drawing the threads of 
the investigation together. 

“Our financial investigator Dc Paul Grif¬ 
fiths also put in a huge amount of time and 
effort.” 

K2 Properties now has a new boss, Tal 
Hussain, who said: “The business was 
taken over by new management last May. 
The court case has got nothing to do with 
the current owners. 

“Since I have taken over the business, 
nothing like that or of that nature has 
occurred.” 
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Community stalwarts get royal recognition 


A COMMUNITY stalwart from Wednes- 
bury has been hailed as a “very special 
person” as two more of the region’s previously 
unsung heroes earned royal recognition. 

Frank Betteridge, an honorary freeman of 
Sandwell, earned his MBE for dedicating 40 years 
of service to the people of Sandwell and had it pre¬ 
sented to him by Prince Charles late last year. 

Chairman of Sandwell Young Carers and 
Sandwell Community Caring Trust, Mr Betteridge 
is also a board member of home care service Victo¬ 
ria Visiting Venture. Along with wife Ann he trav¬ 
elled to receive his award at Buckingham Palace. 


Tracey Smith, Chief Executive officer at 
Sandwell Young Carers, said Mr Betteridge was an 
inspiration. “He is a very special person who has 
dedicated over 40 years to ensuring the people of 
Sandwell, young and old, receive quality services 
from the public and voluntary sector. 

“His journey has seen him challenge and support 
politicians on both sides, shape our voluntary 
sector and was one of the founder supporters of 
services to carers back in the 1980s.” 

A young carer who uses the service added: “He is 
an exceptional man, an example to us all. We are 
proud to have him as our chair of directors.” 


Meanwhile, 66-year-old father-of-three Babub- 
hai Patel, known localled as Bob, said he was “gob¬ 
smacked” to receive his MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List. Mr Patel, also a grandfather of four, 
lives in Great Bridge and received the MBE for his 
work with schools and charities. “I have never done 
any of these things for any sort of reward,” he said. 

Another to be recognised was Dorothy Wilson. An 
artistic director and chief executive of Midlands Art 
Centre (Mac) in Birmingham, she was given her 
MBE for services to the arts. Mrs Wilson has 
worked 20 years at the centre in Cannon Hill Park, 
which recently had a £15m facelift. 


Euro 
bid for 
revamp 

A BID for £4.4 
million of European 
cash has been submit¬ 
ted as part of plans to 
radically revamp West 
Bromwich. 

A European-style 
public square, sculptures 
and greenery will all be 
introduced in the heart of 
the town centre under 
the new plans. 

Sandwell Council is 
applying for the cash 
from the European Euro¬ 
pean Regional Develop¬ 
ment Fund - and wants 
private sector partners to 
match any funding given. 

It wants to create a 
“public realm” that will 
link up all the new devel¬ 
opments in the town 
centre. The bid includes 
plans for a pedestrian 
link between the £200m 
Tesco site and Dart¬ 
mouth Park. It would 
also see the rundown 
Princess and Duchess 
shopping parade 

revamped. 

Jack-knifed 
lorry blocks 
road for 
five hours 

A LORRY jack-knifed 
and skidded off a road in 
Wednesbury, injuring the 
driver and closing the 
route for five hours. 

The driver, who was 
heading to Warburtons, 
suffered minor injuries 
in the accident in Hallens 
Drive, shortly after 10am 
on Monday 

Trapped 

The air ambulance and 
fire crews were scram¬ 
bled to the scene at 
around 10.20am, after 
the driver became 
trapped inside his cabin 
by trees on the roadside. 

Firefighters helped the 
45-year-old man out of 
the vehicle and he was 
taken to Sandwell Hospi¬ 
tal. 

Brigg Ford, of West 
Midlands Police, said the 
road was closed until 
3pm while emergency 
services cleared the 
scene. 


Jam-busting tunnel 
digging is under way 


A MAJOR milestone in a £25 
million congestion busting 
project was reached this week 
as work started on digging a 
tunnel under a junction in 
West Bromwich. 

Diggers have begun shifting the 
soil between the walls of the 
underpass at theA41 Expressway, 
where the road will go under the 
All Saints Way island. 

The scheme aims to cut congestion 
in the town and will see a dual-car¬ 
riageway underpass run beneath the 
roundabout where The Expressway 
meets All Saints Way. 

The roundabout, next to West 
Bromwich fire station, is one of the 
borough’s busiest junctions, carrying 
63,000 vehicles a day. 

The walls of the tunnel were con¬ 
structed last year. 

It is hoped that the new develop¬ 
ment will improve traffic flow for 
drivers using the island going from 
West Bromwich to Birmingham and 
limit the number of cars on the new 


roundabout. It is also hoped the under¬ 
pass will speed up journeys in and 
around the regenerated town, set to 
become home to a £200 million shop¬ 
ping and leisure development being 
built by Tesco. 

Change 

Sandwell’s highways boss Council¬ 
lor Derek Rowley said: “This is a 
lengthy project but it is great to see the 
work to dig out the underpass has 
begun. The scheme has been around a 
decade, so to see the area starting to 
change is great.” 

The Department for Transport has 
invested £22m into the scheme, with 
Tesco contributing £2.2m. 

It is hoped the underpass will be 
ready by late 2011. 

Temporary traffic signals are in 
place on the Expressway allowing new 
entry slip roads to be built for the 
reshaped roundabout, while the 
former All Saints depot can be devel¬ 
oped by BT Liberata at the same time. 

A webcam monitoring the progress 
of the works can be viewed at 
www.sandwell-a41.co.uk. 


Town carnival queen 
contest to be revived 


TIPTON Carnival 
Queen competition is 
set to return after 
being scrapped last 
year. 

Organisers received 
numerous messages and 
phone calls asking for it 
to be re-instated after 
cancelling it due to a lack 
of interest. 

So now they have 
decided to give it another 
go and are calling for 
entries. 

Tina Rigby, secretary 
of competition organiser 
Tipton Community Asso¬ 
ciation, said: ‘When the 
story about us dropping 
the competition was in 
the Express & Star (The 
Chronicle’s sister news¬ 
paper) we had a massive 
response. 

“People were really 
upset we were losing 
something so tradi¬ 
tional. 

“I think the number of 


entrants had fallen 
because people had 
become a little bit com¬ 
placent. But when they 
realised it was going, 
they were keen to see it 
return.” 

The competition had 
been running for 47 
years before it was 
scrapped. Entries had 
slumped from 20-plus to 
a handful. 

But organisers are 
confident they would 
attract a decent number 
of contestants this time. 

“We’re really looking 
forward to the event,” 
added Tina Rigby. 

Number 

“If we could get 10 
girls, that would be a 
healthy number.” 

This year’s event will 
take place at the Brook 
Street Community 
Centre on February 25 
from 7pm. 

Any woman over the 


age of 16 with a DY4 
postcode can enter, and a 
panel of judges will 
decide the winner based 
on the entrant’s looks 
AND personality. 

That person is then 
asked to attend Tipton 
community events 
throughout the year and 
promote the Tipton Car¬ 
nival, which takes place 
in June. 

As well as the main 
carnival queen competi¬ 
tion, a contest to find a 
Carnival Princess for 
girls aged 12 to 15, will 
also return this year. 
The winner will also be 
decided on February 25. 

A Rosebud competi¬ 
tion, for youngsters aged 
nine to 11, and Sweet 
Pea competition, for chil¬ 
dren aged five to eight, 
will be held later. 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 



A Sandwell group about to set off on a healthy walk in Warley Woods 


FREE health walks are taking 
place in parks and nature reserves 
across Sandwell. 

More than 30 one-hour long walks 
are scheduled, until April 31, along 
some of Sandwell's most scenic routes. 

Warley Woods, Langley Park and 
Britannia Park are just some of the 
locations to host the strolls. 

The walks are organised by 
Sandwell Primary Care Trust with 
support from Sandwell Council and 


have been introduced to kick start a 
healthy new year. Each group is sup¬ 
ported by two designated leaders who 
ensure that people tackle the trek at a 
pace suitable to them. 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for 
youth, culture and leisure, said: “If you 
enjoy walking in the countryside and 
like to meet new people, then these free 
health walks are for you.” 

For more information call 0800 011 
4656. 


Milestone for 
holiday offer 
subsidised by 
Rotary clubs 

THE ROTARY Clubs of Sandwell are cele¬ 
brating their silver jubilee of offering dis¬ 
counted holidays which, every year, attract 
large numbers of pensioners, widows and wid¬ 
owers from across the borough. 

The organisers are offering holidays at the Merton 
House Hotel in picturesque Ross-on-Wye, with 
places available for the weeks commencing March 
19 and 26 this year. 

The hotel is adapted for the elderly, frail and dis¬ 
abled holidaymaker and is for those who want to 
avoid climbing stairs and require a peaceful, relax¬ 
ing holiday. 

Holidaymakers are picked up by coach from their 
home to be transported to and from the hotel. The 
subsidised price for half-board accommodation and 
transport is £275. 

Beautiful 

Rotary chairman John Worts said: “Merton House 
overlooks the River Wye with absolutely beautiful 
views.” 

The Rotary Clubs of the borough organise and sub¬ 
sidise the holiday scheme and have done for 25 
years. There are a limited number of spaces and can¬ 
didates go through a selection process. Send a 
stamped self-addressed envelope and a note contain¬ 
ing your name and telephone number to: Merton 
House Holiday Offer, Sandwell and Great Barr 
Chronicle, Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton WV1 1ES; and we will pass your envelopes 
on to the team at the Rotary Clubs. 

For more information on the hotel see the website 
www.mertonhouse.org. 

Liver gate wrangle 
to be settled soon 

THE future of a pair of historic gates could 
finally be settled this month. 

The Henry Pooley Gates are at the centre of a 
dispute between Sandwell Council and Liverpool 
City Council. Although the gates have stood outside 
the Avery Berkel factory in Soho Foundry Smeth¬ 
wick, for 70 years, Liverpool is trying to claim them 
because they were made on Merseyside. 

Meetings about the gates’ future have taken place 
between the two councils, but now English Heritage 
is involved. 

Last month English Heritage suggested the ulti¬ 
mate decision lies with Sandwell Council because 
the local authority provides listed building consent 
with Grade II listed structures. 

Birds 

Liverpool’s interest centres on the face that the 
gates feature the oldest example of the city’s Liver 
Birds motif. They were made in Liverpool by Henry 
Pooley & Sons in 1840 but were removed in 1940. 

Henry Pooley merged with Avery’s and the gates 
were offered to the firm. 


Healthcare review 

A CONSULATION exercise is being 
launched on the future of healthcare in 
Sandwell. 

The borough’s primary care trust is asking resi¬ 
dents for their opinions on the future of health serv¬ 
ices for new and emerging communities. Since 2007, 
refugees, asylum seekers and homeless people in 
Sandwell have been provided with a healthcare 
service specifically tailored to meet their needs - 
known as Greenfields. 

In April 2010, it moved from Cape Hill Medical 
Centre and patients were transferred to Smethwick 
Medical Centre. Martina Ellery, primary care com¬ 
missioning manager at Sandwell Primary Care 
Trust, said: “In 2007 there were approximately 1,250 
patients using the Greenfields service and now there 
are less than 600. We are reviewing the service to 
ensure that it continues to meet the needs of new 
communities.” 
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Fish and chip shop boss dies 



Michael Howard 


AN award-winning chip 
shop owner, who served fish 
and chips over four decades in 
the Black Country, has died 
aged 70. 

Grandfather Michael Howard 
owned several chip shops includ¬ 
ing Our Plaice in Dudley Road, 
Halesowen. Mr Howard, a keen 
golfer and Wolves supporter, died 
on January 2 at home at Haden 
Hill. 

He is survived by his wife of 49 
years, Maureen, his children 


Paul, Rebecca, and Gregg, and 
nine grandchildren. 

Mr Howard was born in Bristol 
but moved to the Black Country to 
work in his family’s electrical 
retail business. He decided to 
strike out on his own and open his 
first chip shop in Two Gates, 
Colley Gate, in 1968. 

He would often be at Birming¬ 
ham fish market for 5am buying 
that day’s catch before working 
until late at the chip shop. Busi¬ 
ness was booming and soon a 


second shop in nearby Beecher 
Road was opened which Mrs 
Howard ran. Mr Howard bought a 
former car dealership in Dudley 
Road 22 years ago, developing the 
offices and kitchen into the Our 
Plaice chip shop. 

The shop won the Golden Chip 
Award 1997 and was a finalist in 
the National Fish and Chip Shop 
of the Year Competition 2007. 

Mr Howard’s funeral is at 
Rowley Regis Crematorium on 
January 17 at 10.45am. 


New dance date 
for soul fans 

NORTHERN Soul nights will be revived at an 
iconic Black Country dance venue after a gap of more 
than 30 years - and a postponement caused by 
December’s bad weather. 

The event at Queen Mary Ballroom at Dudley Zoo 
on February 26 has been organised by the movers 
and shakers of the original scene. 

It was originally due to be held on December 23 
but organisers were forced to pull the plug as the big 
freeze wreaked havoc across the Black Country. The 
event is expected to attract hundreds of Northern 
Soul fans reliving the scene’s 1970s heyday. 


Gang 

seen 

before 

raid 

A GANG of masked 
robbers who stole cash 
from a Great Barr 
petrol station were 
spotted outside 

another garage just 
minutes before. 

The four-strong gang, 
wearing balaclavas and 
black clothes, were seen 
outside the Power service 
station in Erdington just 
15 minutes earlier. 

Doors at the garage, 
eight miles away from 
the scene of the raid at 
Total petrol station on 
Hamstead Road, were 
locked at the time. 

BMW 

Witnesses saw the men 
outside the Power service 
station at 9.55am on 
Tuesday, January 4, in 
the same black BMW 
used during the raid in 
Great Barr. 

Police are now examin¬ 
ing CCTV footage taken 
from the scene of the raid 
in Great Barr and are 
appealing for witnesses. 

DC Adrian Davis said: 
“We are keen to hear 
from anybody who may 
have seen anyone acting 
suspiciously in the vicin¬ 
ity at around 10.10am on 
Tuesday.” 

Witnesses should call 
DC Davis on team seven 
of Force CID on 0345 
1135000. 

Jumped 

Police confirmed four 
members of staff were in 
the Spar shop at the Total 
petrol station at the time 
of the raid but no cus¬ 
tomers were inside. 

One of the robbers 
jumped over the counter 
and threatened a sales 
assistant while another 
grabbed a member of 
staff on the shop floor. 

Officers were alerted 
after the manager 
pressed a personal alarm 
button. 


Council tackle the 
plague of potholes 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


A MAMMOTH operation to 
repair potholes across 
Sandwell is under way. 

A dedicated team of inspectors 
in the borough is set to spend the 
next month scouring the streets in 
a bid to find the worst potholes, 
the council’s safety boss has 
revealed. 

The team are being asked to solely 
focus on cracks and holes in roads 
before drawing up a priority list of 
hotspot areas. 

It comes as the council is facing 
shelling out more than £700,000 to 
carry out road repairs. 

Councils across the region now face 
bills costing millions of pounds to carry 
out repairs on roads damaged by 
severe winter weather. 

Councillor Derek Rowley, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for safer 
neighbourhoods, said: “We are deploy¬ 
ing them to look at potholes. 

“We have got five ‘super inspectors’ 
that normally look at things like road 
signs and lamp posts but because of 
the bad weather for the next month we 
want them to check for potholes and 
prioritise the most dangerous. 

“They are on the streets all the time 
and are in each of the six towns at 


various times, but for the next few 
weeks they are specifically doing pot¬ 
holes to ascertain how much damage 
there has been to the road.” 

Problem roads in the borough 
include Queslett Road in Great Barr. 

Cracks 

Large cracks and holes have also 
opened up along stretches of the Birm¬ 
ingham New Road, which runs 
through both Sandwell and Dudley 
from Birmingham to Wolverhampton. 

Sandwell Council closed West 
Bromwich’s Lily Street, between its 
junctions with Wilford Road and Bea- 
consfield Street, for urgent work as the 
council vowed to tackle the problem of 
hundreds of potholes caused by the 
frost, ice, snow and rain. 

Cllr Rowley said the money to fund 
repairs would come from the council’s 
contingency budget and it was unclear 
whether there would be any Govern¬ 
ment cash available. 

He said: “We are looking at another 
three quarters of a million pounds this 
year.” 

“Last year the Government gave us 
£250,000 and we put in £500,000 from 
reserves but there is no indication 
from the Government this year — so the 
local authority might have to bear the 
brunt of the bill.” 


Pets dies in blaze at 
cannabis factory house 


TWO cats and a 
parrot died in a house 
fire that led to the dis¬ 
covery of a cannabis 
factory in Great Barr. 

The pets were found 
after the blaze caused 
heavy smoke damage 
throughout the detached 
home in Newton Road. 

Firefighters and police 
were called to the four- 
bedroom property last 
week where around 30 
cannabis plants and cul¬ 
tivation equipment were 
discovered in a back 
room. It is thought the 
fire may have been 
sparked by an electrical 
fault on the fuse board. 

It is being investigated 


whether this was caused 
by an electricity overload 
because of the cultiva¬ 
tion process. 

The blaze started in a 
utility room and fire¬ 
fighters in breathing 
apparatus were called to 
stop it spreading 
throughout the prem¬ 
ises. 

No people were inside 
but the dead African 
Grey parrot and two 
Persian cats were found 
in upstairs and down¬ 
stairs rooms. They died 
from the effects of smoke 
inhalation. Five dogs 
which were in another 
area of the property were 
unhurt. 


Electricity suppliers 
were called to disconnect 
the power. 

Watch commander 
Dave Stringer, from 
West Bromwich fire 
station, said: ‘You could¬ 
n’t see the your hand in 
front of your face 
because of the thick 
acrid smoke.” 

Plants 

Cannabis factories 
have been discovered in 
houses across the region 
in recent months. Just 
last month police found 
around 500 plants 
packed into three bed¬ 
rooms and an attic at the 
house in Masters Lane, 
Halesowen. 



Lily Street in West Bromwich which was closed off for pothole repair work 


Car thief caught after leaving his details 


A BIRMINGHAM man has 
been given a 12-week sus¬ 
pended sentence after admit¬ 
ting stealing cars so he could 
sell them for scrap. 

Thomas McNeill, aged 19, 
pleaded guilty to stealing a Ford 
Fiesta from Ragland Road in 
Smethwick on June 23 and asked 
for six similar offences to be taken 
into consideration. 

Maxine Jarrousse, prosecuting 


at Warley Magistrates Court last 
week, said police were able to 
trace McNeill, of Mossfield Road, 
Kings Heath, Birmingham, after 
he left his contact details at the 
scrapyard. 

Unsophisticated 

Kevin Good, defending, said his 
client was part of a criminal team 
but McNeill had been the only one 
caught because he was the one 


Rubbish plant 
could create 
more than 250 
jobs in Oldbury 

MORE than 250 new jobs will be created at 
a new rubbish processing plant in Sandwell. 

Innovative Environmental Solutions wants to 
build the plant, which will include a 164ft chimney 
and turn waste into electricity, on land at Union 
Road in Oldbury. Plans have been submitted to 
Sandwell Council. 

Construction of the plant is expected to create a 
further 200 temporary jobs. 

Councillor Ian Jones, Sandwell Council’s jobs and 
economy boss, welcomed news. He said: “This is 
great news for the borough, particularly in such dif¬ 
ficult economic times and the environmental impact 
will be measured in years to come.” 

Conveyor 

Developers want to construct processing, storage 
and turbine buildings, and a conveyor belt to trans¬ 
port materials. 

The plant would process 250,000 tons of “raw 
shredder residue”, with 90,000 tons of metals, plas¬ 
tics and other materials being separated to go off site 
for further reprocessing. The remaining waste 
would be used to generate electricity. 

One facility would operate for 20 hours Monday to 
Friday, the other 24 hours a day. 

The development will create approximately 200 
jobs during construction, a further 110 permanent 
jobs during operation and some 150 support jobs. 

The company intends to hold an informal consul¬ 
tation event at the Meadows Sports College in 
Oldbury to discuss the plans with residents. 

Shops hope for 
town centre site 

SHOPS could soon be built on land that has 
blighted Blackheath for years. 

Mark Hewitt bought the site in Halesowen Street, 
Blackheath, at auction last month to the relief of 
other business owners in the area. He wants to build 
four new shops with flats above and has asked archi¬ 
tects to draw up plans. 

He hopes to request building permission in the 
next few months. 

“At the moment, the site is an unusual size, so I’m 
demolishing the outbuildings so we have a nice 
square shape,” he said. “But I don’t know what we’ll 
be able to build at this stage. The architects are 
looking at what can be done with the space available, 
so I need to hear from them. Ideally we would like to 
build four shops with a gateway.” 

Mr Hewitt bought the site, on which a flower shop 
and a boot repair business used to stand, for just 
under £35,000 at auction on December 8. 

The sale has been welcomed by traders who had 
been complaining about the eyesore site for the past 
five years. 

Although most of the site was previously owned by 
Sandwell Council, there had been some delay 
getting it on the market as a result of confusion 
about who owned pockets of the site. 

Mr Hewitt, who owns four buildings in High 
Street, behind the site, including his own business 
Philip Eley Butchers, believes that the development 
will benefit the area. 

“The site has been a big 
blot on the landscape for 
some time, so hopefully 
this will be a big improve¬ 
ment,” he said. 

If everything goes 
smoothly, work on the 
development could start 
as early as April. 

Blackheath councillor 
Mary Docker said: “The 
site has been a mess for 
so many years, so I’m 
glad the land has gone to 
reputable business 


who gave his details. “It was a 
ludicrously unsophisticated set of 
offences because on each occasion 
the car was taken to the same 
scrap yard and Mr McNeill would 
give his name and address,” said 
Mr Good. 

“It did not take a great deal of 
police work to arrest him.” 

McNeill was also given a 12 
month supervision order and told 
to pay £85 costs. 
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All-time low 
for hospital 
‘superbug’ 
infections 

MRSA and C. Difficile infections are at 
an all-time low in the borough’s hosptials, 
say the local NHS trust. 

Sandwell & West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust has seen 10 cases of MRSA in 2010, and 147 
cases of C. Difficile. 

This compares to four years ago when the trust, 
which also runs the Rowley Regis and City hospitals, 
saw around 60 cases of MRSA each year and C. Dif- 
ficle infections averaged around 500 per year. 

The downward trend started in 2009 with 16 
cases of MRSA and 160 cases of C. Difficile. 

Remarkable 

Director of infection prevention and control Dr 
Beryl Oppenheim said: “2010 has been a really good 
year. These are remarkable results. 

“ We have been able to bring infection rates right 
down at our hospitals and continued to keep them 
there.” 

She added: “Our constant emphasis on cleanliness 
and hand-washing, along with the introduction of a 
variety of initiatives, has had a real impact on our 
infection rates and improved the experiences of our 
patients.” 

Pay appeals continue 

MORE than 100 appeals against new wage 
scales at Sandwell Council are still pending - 
missing the authority’s January 1 deadline. 

New salaries were brought in last new year, with 
pay protected for a year for 1,400 people set to lose 
out. The council promised appeals would be dealt 
with within 12 months. There are still 128 outstand¬ 
ing out of a total of 1,066 appeals, with 420 upheld 
and 518 failed. 

The council admitted the process overran but said 
it prioritised appeals for those due to lose money 
first. Six set to lose cash are yet to be dealt with. 

Councillor Mahboob Hussain, cabinet member for 
improvement and efficiency, said the six facing a cut 
were unable to complete the process due to illness or 
another valid reason and were a priority for this 
month. 

Other appeals were to be complete by the end of 
March. 


Council plan to move staff 


SANDWELL Council could move staff into 
empty offices at Tipton Shopping Centre 
under plans to streamline its operations. 

The authority hopes to get rid of expensive leases 
it has at other sites. 

Currently the council has a long term lease on 
units at the centre but housing and social care 
workers moved out more than 12 months ago, when 
80 staff were re-located to other bases. 

Bosses now want to give up other properties on 
short term leases and move staff into the Union 
Walk site instead. 

Councillor Ian Jones, cabinet member for jobs and 
economy, said: “This will be good news for both the 


council and shops and cafes in the area. It means the 
council can get rid of expensive leases.” 

“There will be a lot of movement over the next few 
months, with staff transferring to Jack Judge House 
above the new Oldbury Library.” 

Public 

Sandwell Council is also planning to move council 
workers into the top floor of arts centre The Public 
under the plans. 

‘Hot desking’ is also an option under scrutiny by 
the authority. This would see individual desks 
scrapped, with office employees able to work from 
any desk at the council’s sites, or from home. 


Schools prepare for 
impact of baby boom 


PLANS to expand three 
Sandwell primary schools to 
cope with increasing 
birthrates are to be discussed 
this month. 

A baby boom in the borough 
means an extra 335 school places 
must be created over the next two 
years. 


Recession delays 
re-opening of hotel 


Sandwell Council has been consult¬ 
ing on plans to expand schools in 
Wednesbury, Smethwick and Tipton, 
to cover next September’s intake when 
an extra 110 reception places are 
needed. A further 225 places will also 
be required in September 2012. 

Under the new proposals extra 
pupils will be taken on at Wednes- 
bury’s Tameside Primary. 

Expand 

Uplands Manor Primary in 
the town will expand to a four 
form entry, with a £9 million 
major expansion planned for 
Shireland Hall Primary. 

The council is also looking at 
plans to extend and build new 
schools in the coming years. 

The current issues have 
arisen as a result of a “signifi¬ 
cant” rise in birth rates in 

2006- 07 and comes after an 
“unprecedented” increase in 

2007- 08. 


Dog ban for mum-of-eight 
after rottweiler attacks son 


A MOTHER-of-eight was 
caught with an illegal fighting dog 
when her other dog, a rottweiler, 
attacked her two-year-old son. 

Police were called to Sarah Docker’s 
Tividale home after the attack and dis¬ 
covered the pitbull-terrier type dog. 

Docker has now been banned from 
keeping dogs for eight years and 
ordered to pay £2,521 costs for owning 
the fighting dog, which was bought 
from outside a Tipton pub. 

The 31-year-old had denied posses¬ 
sion of a fighting dog at an earlier 
hearing but admitted the charge at 
Warley Magistrates Court last week. 

Paramedics 

Clare Davis, prosecuting, told the 
court that police removed the pitbull¬ 
like dog, called Sparkes, from the 
Hollies Road home on August 30. They 
had been called by paramedics who 
were attending after Docker’s son was 
attacked by her rottweiler. He suffered 
cuts. The court heard that Docker’s 
estranged husband, Craig, had bought 


THE re-opening of a landmark Black 
Country hotel and restaurant has been 
delayed by the economic climate, bosses 
say. 

But plans remain in place to turn Jonathans 
on Wolverhampton Road in Oldbury into a 
four-star Accor All Seasons Hotel, following a 
multi-million-pound revamp that will create 
around 25 jobs. It is now set to reopen later this 
year. 

Renowned for its traditional English cooking, 
Jonathans, on the junction with Hagley Road, was 
Sandwell’s most famous restaurant. 

In May Black Country entrepreneur Shiv Kumar 
Sharma, a former director of Jonathans Ltd and 
managing director of Brierley Hill-based hotels 
group Fortmere, was granted a licence for the hotel 
by Sandwell Council. 

It was hoped it would open in September 2010 but 
the project was put on hold. 

Fortmere spokesman Ken Latham said refurbish¬ 
ment work was under way at the site but an opening 
date had not been set. 

Demand 

“The intention is still to reopen and re-launch the 
hotel,” he said. “It is a matter of getting the timing 
right and making sure we have got the right part¬ 
ners. Economically it is quite a difficult time. 

“It is just making sure there is a big enough 
demand that we launch it 
at the right time. 

“The market is a little 
flat at this moment in 
time. 

“We are just waiting 
for the right opportunity 
to make sure we have 
everything in place.” 

Jonathans, which was 
a three-star, 45-bedroom 
hotel, had been running 
for 30 years and 
attracted around 300 vis¬ 
itors a week. 

It closed in October 
2009 after Jonathans Ltd 
went into administra¬ 
tion. 

Entertainment 


Sparkes from a man outside a pub for 
£150. 

In a police interview, the defendant 
admitted the dog was hers but said she 
did not think it was an illegal breed. 
She believed it to be a cross between an 
American bulldog and a Dogue de Bor¬ 
deaux. 

Nishi Kumar, defending, pointed 
out Docker’s clean record. “She 
(Docker) has always wanted a Dogue 
de Bordeaux - a ‘Turner & Hooch’-type 
breed,” said Ms Kumar. “Her husband 
bought Sparkes after seeing a dog that 
looked like a cross of that animal.” 

Ms Kumar said the two dogs had 
been kept in a pen separate from the 
children but the animals had managed 
to escape on the day of the attack. 

“She is a lady who takes her respon¬ 
sibilities as a mother seriously,” added 
Ms Kumar. 

The rottweiler has been put down. 

As well as the court costs and the 
eight-year ban, Docker was given a 12- 
month conditional discharge. 


Residents living near 
to the Wolverhampton 
Road hotel had objected 
to the new plans over 
concerns about the level 
of noise entertainment 
would cause. 

But developers say the 
function room will be 
used for conferences and 
will not host weekly 
discos but events such as 
weddings. 



Award winning pub - landlord and lady Andy Clark, aged 44, and Mandy 
Britton, 39, front, with staff Jody Watson, Linda Brooks, Sam Jones and 
Susan Grainger 

Prizes for bosses 
at fundraising pub 


A TIPTON pub that has raised 
thousands of pounds in memory of 
a soldier killed in Afghanistan has 
won two awards. 

The Kings Arms has been named 
Marston’s Pub Company’s regional 
newcomer of the year and it has also 
been awarded the Cask Marque for its 
excellent selection and quality of ales. 

The pub has donated £1,000 to the 


Grenadier Guards Colonel’s Fund, 
which buys equipment for serving and 
injured soldiers, after a family fun day. 

It has raised funds in memory of 
Tipton-born Guardsman Daniel 
Probyn who was killed in 2007, aged 
just 22. 

His cousin, Mandy Britton, is the 
landlady of the pub in Toll End Road, 
which she runs with partner Andrew 
Clark, aged 44. 


Work to start 
on maternity 
centre site 

WORKERS are due to start clearing 
land for a new midwife-led maternity 
centre in Sandwell. 

Work should start this month at a site next to the 
Leasowes Intermediate Care Centre in Oldbury 
Road, Smethwick, with it set to be completed by 
October. 

The centre will retain maternity services in the 
borough after a period starting next month when 
births move from Sandwell Hospital to City Hospital 
on Dudley Road at Winson Green. 

Planning permission for the centre was granted in 
September and it will be built on land left empty 
since the old Leasowes School was demolished. 

It will be open 24-hours a day and is expected to 
manage around 600 low-risk births a year and be 
able to handle up to three births a day. It will create 
four jobs for part-time staff. The single-storey centre 
will be built in a style similar the existing Leasowes 
ICC building. 

Homely 

Elaine Newell, head of midwifery for Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust, said: 
“The unit will be run by midwives and will allow 
women to give birth in a comfortable, homely envi¬ 
ronment where birth is treated as a normal process 
rather than a medical one. ” 

The centre is being built as part of a £2 million 
shake-up of birth services in Sandwell and Birming¬ 
ham next year. 

Expectant mothers will not be able to give birth in 
the borough for up to 10 months when birth services 
are temporarily moved from Sandwell to City Hospi¬ 
tal. The long term plan is that the new £370 million 
“super hospital” in Grove Lane, Smethwick, will 
include a maternity unit and midwifery-led birthing 
centre. 



An artist’s impression of the maternity centre 
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Anniversary celebrations with Churchill speeches and toast by son of the club’s founder 



Past president Gladys 
Turner 1956/57, left, 
with Freda Baker, now 
the oldest living 
member of the club 



Ann Betteridge, left, is 
seen being inducted 
into office by past presi¬ 
dent Joyce Partridge 



Left: founder 
members 
and their vis¬ 
itors at 
Wednesbury 
Inner 
Wheel’s 
charter day 
on March 7, 
1941 and, 
right: 

members at 
the 1991 
conference 
in Blackpool 


Inner Wheel’s ‘wartime 
baby’ now 70 years old 




Past president Sylvia Bliss, president Linda Peak-man 
and past president Ann Betteridge, niece of 
a founder member, with a collection of scrapbooks 


C LOSELY linked to the 
Rotary, Inner Wheel clubs 
were set up by women who 
at one time were not invited to join 
the Rotarians. 

The first Inner Wheel Club was 
established in 1924. Wednesbury’s 
club was formed on August 28,1940 at 
Portland House, Wood Green Road. 

Gladys Hollingsworth, the wife of Rotar- 
ian Tom Hollingworth, was founder presi¬ 
dent. 

About 60 women attended when the 
branch was set up in 1941, with the 
national association describing it as its 
“wartime baby”. 

Meetings were held monthly at the 
Anchor Hotel, Holyhead Road. The 70th 


anniversary of its foundation on March 17, 
1941,will be celebrated this year. 

Scrapbooks have been put together by 
members charting the history of the organ¬ 
isation, which now has about 20 members 
and meets at Wednesbury’s Masonic Hall. 

Highlights include a visit by future 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, a 
guest speaker in the 1960s at the Inner 
Wheels District Rally at Wednesbury Town 
Hall. 

Charity 

Past president Ann Betteridge, who 
joined 30 years ago, took on the presidency 
in 1989/90. She said the club is all about 
working for the community. 

“We meet once a month and raise money 
for a chosen charity every year as well as 


helping out other good causes. We sell 
birthday and Christmas cards as well as 
helping out with the carnival and organis¬ 
ing fundraising evens such as jumble 
sales.” 

Current president Linda Peakman, is 
raising money for Children’s Asthma as 
well as other charities. 

Mrs Betteridge, of Holden Road, a niece 
of a founder member, said they had been 
extremely successful across the years and 
is particularly proud of its charity work. 

She said: “Many many charities and 
good causes have benefited from the efforts 
of our members and in 1990 a horse box 
was presented for the use of the RSPCA 
through the local branch. 

“The work over the decades has upheld 
the aims and traditions of the Inner Wheel 


movement and we must thank those 
members who gave us this opportunity top 
serve our community, 

“We sincerely hope this can be carried on 
in the years to come.” 

The group plans a 1940s-themed cele¬ 
bration evening in March, to mark the 
anniversary of the Charter. 

Consort 

Walsall’s mayor and consort and inner 
wheel members from across the country 
will attend the event. 

There will be a meal, recordings of 
speeches by Winston Churchill and a per¬ 
formance by 1940s singer Johannah 
Causer - with a toast by Peter 
Hollingsworth, son of founder member 
Gladys. 
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Hope for centre 
to be replaced 
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NEW YEAR OFFERS! 


A COMMUNITY centre is set to 
be demolished and rebuilt under 
plans by a Sandwell youth group. 

The ageing North Smethwick Resource 
Centre has been described as “not fit for 
purpose” and will be replaced by a state-of- 
the-art facility if grant funding is 
approved. 

Sandwell’s planning committee has 
already backed the redevelopment of the 
site in Cambridge Road which provides a 
base for the Smethwick Bangladeshi Youth 
Forum. 

Under the plans the current centre, 
which is a former church hall, will be razed 
to the ground and replaced with a new 
building, increasing its size by 60 per cent. 

Library 

The proposed two storey building would 
have a large glazed entrance, and the 
ground floor would house a foyer, offices, a 
common room, library, a childcare area, 
toilets and a lift. The second floor would 
house a conference space for up to 20 
people, a multi-use hall, two further offices 
and toilets and access to a small roof 
terrace. 



In addition, outside the building 
there will be a play area at the front 
and rear garden area. The Smethwick 
Bangladeshi Youth Forum has applied 
for national grant funding which it is 
hoped will cover the cost of the scheme. 

Once completed, the building would 
then provide facilities for all areas of 
the community, including a gathering 
area called the atrium, a kids club, 
creche, education and training and 
health education for adults. 

In a report to Sandwell’s planning 
committee, who approved the scheme 
last month, planning officer John 
Baylay, said: “The current building is 
no longer fit for purpose - the ad-hoc 
growth of the centre has resulted in a 
variety of building with poor, cramped 
access at differing levels which are not 
compliant with disabled access regula¬ 
tions. 

“A new purpose-built facility would North Smethwick Resource Centre: ‘Not fit for 

provide a quality of space, with purpose’ anymore 

optimum flexibility of the centre for c .... . . , , „ ,, x T xi. 

wider community benefit and the long & clh $ s . e I vin § the residents of the North 
term sustainability of the centre.” Smethwick, a deprived area of the borough 

He added: “I very much welcome the whlch + ^ m need of suitable modern corn- 
prospect of a new purpose-built community mumty facilities. 


Bosses 

meet 

chiefs 

TODAY (Thursday) 
Sandwell employers get 
the chance to talk to 
council chiefs on how 
money is spent locally. 

The informal meeting 
at Sandwell Council 
House in Oldbury this 
afternoon will include 
business organisations, 
groups representing local 
firms and the voluntary 
sector. Bosses will have 
the chance to tell the 
council where they think 
money should be spent. 


Archive move to museum 
is still being considered 


A FEASIBILITY study is 
being carried out into plans to 
transfer Dudley and 
Sandwell’s archives to a £7 
million base at the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

The study, due to be completed 
this year, is looking into develop¬ 
ing buildings at the museum site 
in Tipton Road. 

An artists impression will then 
be drawn up and the proposals 
will be submitted to Dudley 
Council’s development control 
committee. 


Council bosses have said they 
hope the new centre, which would 
house old photographs and docu¬ 
ments, could be built within the 
next two years. 

A report published on Dudley 
Council’s website revealed bosses 
wanted the archive centre up and 
running in 2012. 

Assess 

Dudley Council spokeswoman 
Vicky Marshall said: “We are still 
carrying out the feasibility study 
to assess the proposals of relocat¬ 
ing the archive service to the 


Black Country Living Museum 
site” 

As part of the plans a 200-space 
overspill car park could be created 
near the tourist attraction. 

Under provisional proposals a 
221-space temporary car park 
would be installed on the former 
Freightliner site in Tipton Road. 
The plans to move the councils’ 
archive service to the museum 
have provoked outrage from cam¬ 
paigners who said the project was 
a “waste of money” and the service 
should stay at the old Mount 
Pleasant School, Coseley. 
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a 


need 

home 


AN appeal is being 
made to animal lovers to 
offer cats a home. Karen 
Walker, who volunteers 
for Friends of the 
Animals in Bearwood, 
has been looking after 
eight cats who were 
abandoned over the 
Christmas period, and is 
now urging potential 
owners to come forward. 

Miss Walker, of Pound 
Road, Warley, said: 
“There have just been so 
many abandoned this 
year, especially older 
cats.” 

Dumped 

Miss Walker said the 
cats had been dumped on 
the doorstep of the 
Friends of the Animals 
base in Bearwood Road 
and some of the others 
were handed in to other 
animal charities. 

She added: “One cat 
called Princess Kat is a 
genuine case where a 
woman’s granddaughter 
is allergic to fur and they 
can’t keep her.” 

Contact Friends of the 
Animals on 0121 420 
4201. 



Karen Walker with Princess Kat, one of a number of cats which are in need 
of a new home 


Swop bag of 
clothes for a 
bag of chips 


ACRADLEY Heath fish and chip shop is 
offering free chips to encourage people to 
donate their old clothes for a good cause. 


Lee Featonby, aged 3! 

Pool 

closure 

A SWIMMING pool is 
set to shut for up to five 
weeks while essential 
work takes place. 

The main pool at 
Wednesbury Leisure 
Centre was due to close 
on Monday for ceiling 
and redecoration work. 

The small pool, sports 
hall, gym and other activ¬ 
ities at the centre are not 
affected by the closure. 

Regular users of the 
main pool, including 
those in swim clubs and 
taking swimming 

lessons, have been 
offered alternative 

arrangements. 

All enquiries should be 
made directly to the 
centre on 0845 659 4815, 
select ‘option 6’. 


\ from Ave Maria Close, 
Cradley Heath, has got 
the backing of Ivans Fish 
& Chips, where owner 
Warren Rudge has 
agreed give a free bag of 
chips to anyone who 
hands in a black bin liner 
of clothing tomorrow 
(Friday) at the chip shop 
in Reddal Hill Road. 

The clothing is being 
collected by Loaves ‘N’ 
Fishes, a Christian 
project that supports 
people in the Midlands in 
need. 

“I told Warren my idea 
and he was all for it,” said 
Mr Featonby. “Originally 
the plan was for me to 
buy the chips for every¬ 
one at a discounted price 
but then the chip shop 
offered to do it free of 
charge. 

Among those sup¬ 
ported by Loaves ‘N’ 
Fishes, based in Water¬ 
fall Lane, are people who 
have been in house fires 
or victims of domestic 
violence. 



Warren Rudge, owner of Ivans Fish & Chips in Cradley Heath, with Lee 
Featonby is encouraging people to donate old clothes by offering free chips 
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Success story - West Bromwich Rail Model Club members meet at their new home in Holyhead Road 

Open day rail model club’s new HQ 


A CLUB for model railway 
enthusiasts is going from strength 
to strength. 

West Bromwich Rail Model Club 


Committee member and grandfather- 
of-three Mick Richards, 71, said: “It was 
initially people with similar interests 
coming together. We never dreamed it 
would be as successful as this. It’s a hobby 


launched more than 10 years ago and now that’s in your blood. 

boasts 20 members. After moving to a new of the club’s 20 members, there is one 
base m Wednesbury, it is holding an open wom an and ages range from nine to 75. 
day on Saturday. Meetings were held at St James Church 

in Hill Top but the club from 2005 
was based at the Wesley Chapel 
in High Street, West Bromwich. 




Since October it has been at the 
old post office in Holyhead Road, 

Wednesbury. 

Club secretary Ian Miles, a _ 

former station manager at Enthusiast Dennis Woodhall with his layout 

Worcester, says the club has 


On track - a handmade 060 Pannier Tank 


more than 200 trains and five aunt bought me my first train when I was 
three and I ve been hooked ever since. 

The open day, with 10 railway layouts, 
will be opened on January 15 by author 
Ned Williams and run from 10am to 4pm. 
The club meets Wednesdays, 10am to 3pm 
Among"th^youngermembers is and Mondays and Thursdays, 7pm to 
Stefan Baker, 13, who said: '‘My 10pm For further details call 0121 
J 5595673. 


miles of track. The 67-year-old 
said: “I have been into model 
trains since I was about six but a 
club is better because you can 
learn, you can share skills.” 
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Cyclists, including tandem riders, pictured beside the lake at Warstone 
Fields in Sandwell Valley during the summer of 1929 



Non-alcoholic herbal beer being delivered, circa 1903, with driver Benjamin 
Walter Dicken pictured. The Young’s Botanic Brewery was based at Spon 
Lane from 1898 to 1918 



What would health and safety say? No safety harnesses for Les Stone (left) 
and Sam Edge as they paint a gasholder at Swan Village 


Yesterdays, once more 


A S we start a new year, lets take a 
moment to look back at yesteryear in 
West Bromwich with the help of Terry 
Price’s nostalgic selection of photographs, from 
his own collection and sent in by his readers, 
as featured in his latest hard back book West 
Bromwich Yesterdays. 

As he says in his introduction to the book (which 
has been a sell-out success), before the enclosure of 
Bromwich Heath in 1801 the parish of West 
Bromwich was a collection of villages. The main 
village was Lyndon to the south of All Saints Church, 
with the total population of the parish being 5,687. 
By 1901 this had risen to 65,175 with the main 
centres of population growth being Great Bridge, 
Greets Green, Spon Lane and Swan Village. 

Spon Lane was famed for its pubs, having no less 
than 21 of them along its length, which led to the ill- 
advised challenge to drink a pint in every one during 
one drinking session. As of last year there was only 
one pub left, The Flower Pot, and that had been 
rebuilt during the early 1970s. 

There was an alternative to booze, as temperance 
societies were popular during the Victorian era and 
West Bromwich also had a brewery making non¬ 
alcoholic herbal beer on Spon Lane. A picture of the 
delivery driver and his horse on their rounds from 
Young’s Botanic Brewery is featured left. 




Above:Wbout to set off on a staff outing, circa 1930, are the employees of West Bromwich home fur¬ 
nishings firm Hill &«Long and the proprietors, Arthur Long and Oliver Hill, are pictured wearing tribly 
hats, third from left and fifth from right respectively. Also pictured are William Richards (fourth from 
left in cap) and Lilian Philpott (ninth from left) 

Below: The Sunday School class at St John the Evangelist Church, pictured in Newhall Street circa 

1940 
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BOWJANGLES 


EVEN UTTIE EMM HITS 

Prices paid on 04/01/11 

Bowjangles 9ct (per gram) £10.30 
Tesco Gold 9ct (per gram) £7.81 


(Source: The Sun Newspaper, page 2, published 4/1 /II) 
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FOR AMY III FORMAT 1081 
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WATCHES AMO AMTIOUSS 
CALL FOR FREE AD ACC. 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 


Eidington 
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WEDNESBURY 

0121 556 6868 

17 MARKET PLACE, WS10 7AY(WEDNESBURY J9, M6) 

www.bo wjanglesmidlands.co.u k 
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Date is set for battle 
over building schools 


A LEGAL bid to overturn the 
Government’s decision to axe 
Sandwell’s secondary school mod¬ 
ernisation programme is set to get 
under way this month, in a five- 
day court hearing involving nine 
schools in the borough. 

A hearing in London is scheduled for the 
week beginning Monday, January 24, and 
is expected to take up to five days. 


Sandwell Council is one of six authori¬ 
ties seeking a judicial review to challenge 
the decision at the Royal Courts of Justice 
in London. If they are successful, a review 
will follow in the hope that the Govern¬ 
ment’s decision to slash funding for build¬ 
ing could be overturned. 

The coalition Government sparked fury 
in July when it announced all of Sandwell’s 
Building Schools for the Future projects 
could go ahead but then revealing nine 
schemes had actually been axed. 


The Tipton helps charities 

rw 


THREE Black Country char¬ 
ities which have each received a 
cash donation from the Tipton 
and Coseley Building Society. 

Tipton-based Christians Against 
Poverty, a national debt coun¬ 
selling charity which offers hope 
and a solution to anyone in debt, 
received a £750 donation from the 
society. 

Wolverhampton-based Beacon 
Centre for the Blind and Compton 
Hospice each received £400 from 
the society, raised via a number of 
fundraising initiatives including a 
5km fun run, staff football match 
and dragon boat race - a figure that 
was then matched by the Tipton’s 
Charitable Foundation. 

John Miller, director, general 
manager and secretary at The 
Tipton, said: “Despite the ongoing 
economic challenges, we remain 
committed to supporting as many 
local charities as we can, as we 
realise just how reliant they are on 
charitable donations to help them 
continue with the valuable work 
they do across the region.” 

Twice a year a panel of society 
staff and members of the local com¬ 
munity come together to allocate 
funds from The Tipton’s Charitable 
Foundation. 

Each year, the Foundation 
donates £10,000 to health and edu¬ 
cation community charities in the 
West Midlands. 



Back, John Miller, of The Tipton, and Simon Cater, 
Compton Hospice; front, Kate Fletcher, Beacon 
Centre for the Blind, and Eileen Reynolds, Chris¬ 
tians Against Poverty 


The authority has lost a total of £138 
million in funding. 

Council leader Councillor Darren 
Cooper has held face-to-face meetings with 
Education Secretary Michael Gove in 
which has has asked him to reconsider. 

He said the council had been left with “no 
choice” but to pursue the matter through 
the courts claiming: “If we can get it 
changed it will be money well spent.” 

Lost 

The schools which have lost funding 
include Bristnall Hall, Heathfield, 
Manor and Menzies, The Meadows, Per- 
ryfields, Stuart Bathurst, Tividale and 
Wood Green. 

Two schools are already under con¬ 
struction in Sandwell under the building 
Schools for the Future scheme, Smeth¬ 
wick and Rowley learning campuses. 

The council has plans for a further 
three schools - Oldbury Campus, Tipton 
Campus and Wednesbury Campus - 
which were signed off before Christmas. 

Sandwell Council will be joined by 
Luton, Nottingham, Newham, Waltham 
Forest and Kent County Council in 
seeking the review. 

Delay in case 
of bogus cop 

THE sentencing of a man who has 
admitted impersonating a policeman has 
been adjourned after his solicitor said 
that his client disagreed with some of the 
facts in the prosecution case. 

Daniel Bunce pleaded guilty at a 
hearing in November to impersonating a 
policeman and was warned that he could 
receive a custodial sentence. The 20-year- 
old, of Beech Crescent, Tipton, was due to 
be sentenced at Warley Magistrates’ 
Court last week. 

But at the hearing his defence solicitor, 
Mr Gerard Brady, said that Bunce dis¬ 
puted some of the facts in the prosecution 
case. Mr Brady was asked to put in 
writing the elements disagreed with. 

The case was then adjourned until 
January 18. 
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ladies, sea in 
the New Year 

.. .with a New You! 


Cane a in us lor one month 

Month course includes: Full body analysis, 
assessment and up to three visits per week. 


Run by ladies for ladies 

The Easy Exercise Cantre is a small and cosy environment where you cart exercise at your own 
pace and capabilities while receiving personal attention and encouragement from the friendly 
guides. A place where you can unwind and meet new friends, whilst enjoying a complimentary 
coffee. 


You will love the armchair comfort, graded intensity levels and smooth motorised performance 
that takes the stress and muscle soreness out of exercise. The unique system is safe for all 
ages, because muscles and joints are safely exercised without stress or impact. 


Each easy exercise machine is specially designed to exercise more than one body part at the 
same time, halving the time It takes to see the results. Just two to three 3D minute sessions per 
week is all it takes to see great results. 



Improve pci^*~ 
develop and 
upper body 

Firm and flatten 
the tummy 

Contour/develop 
and strengthen 
anni and lips 

Slim wadst and hips 

Lot* walyhehnt 
Improve moblrty 
Get fit 


Ring fer a 

OPENING TIMES 


FlilflUU. 


0121 


580 6260 
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0^21 990 92N 
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at these sites, times and dal 


pen da; 


at our three main campuses 


9.00am 5 1.00pm 


ticeships 

pprenticeships 


ipilfiit HcuSc, 10H trot, Castle 
Sinningham B35 7PR 


Lichfield Read 
Sullen CokHfield B74 


Jcnncns Read 
Birmingham B4 7PS 


Mason Road, ErdingLen 
Binni ogham B24 &EW 


Ceity uOfO a LrOOL, 

Bimiingham B12 DVL 


Matthew 

Boulton 

Campus 


Lanyj^ 

C&nte 


Saturday 15th January 


0845 155 0101 

www.bmetc.ac.uk 


Sutton €eklfk:kl Campus 


(Mi: Vido SldQl.sCtJltrt: 


Matthew Bmiltau C&nipus 


Etylitbiiton Skills Contis: 


oppnr unities i or faciliies/ or exper fee 


James 

watt 

Gimpus 

Castle 

Vale 

Skills 

Gente 

# 

10am- 

dpm 


Main 

Enrolment 

dates 

Sutfcm 

OolcHield 

Campus 

Thursday 1-3 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 

* 

Saturday 15 January 
0.00am te 1.00pm 

• 

Monday 17 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 

* 

Tuesday 10 January 
5.00pm t* 7.30pm 

* 

Wednesday 10 January 
5.00pm te 7.30pm 


Th ursday 20 Jan uary 
5.00pm te 7.30pm 

• 


Fund for Ben, 11, has 
now raised £90,000 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A FUND set up by an Aldridge 
mother after her son was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour has raised 
£90,000. 

The Ben Sambrook Trust Fund reached 
its fundraising target of £75,000 shortly 
before its three year anniversary in July 
— but it has continued to pull in funds. 

Sharon and Steve Sambrook, from Aldridge, 
launched the fund after their son, now aged 11, 
was diagnosed with a malignant tumour the 
size of a golf ball, aged just eight. 

Cash from Ben’s fund is ploughed into the 
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, the 
UK’s leading charity dedicated to brain 
tumour research. 

The youngster, who is a pupil at Aldridge 
School, had weeks of radiotherapy, months of 
chemotherapy and two operations to remove 
the tumour. Ben has regular scans to ensure 
the cancer has not returned and was given 
another clean bill of health last month. 

Parties 

Mrs Sambrook, aged 41, said: “Ben’s doing 
really well. He’s just happy-go-lucky. He’s 
moved up to secondary school and has made 
lots of new friends. He loves his art.” 

A Robbie Williams tribute evening at Pier 39 
in Sutton Coldfield in June last year raised 
£2,500 for the fund and in March, a series of 
tea parties organised for Brain Tumour Aware¬ 
ness Month raised £2,000. 

Mrs Sambrook added: “A lot of people have 
made a donation instead of sending out Christ¬ 
mas cards. We may do a charity ball next year. 
I would love to hit the £100,000 mark.” 

The mother-of-two, who also has an eight- 
year-old daughter called Emily, has been 
setting up a parent befriending service for dis¬ 
ability charity Scope’s Face 2 Face scheme, set 
to launch in the Sandwell area early next year. 

The scheme offers a network of trained vol¬ 
unteer befrienders who can help parents who 
have had news that their child has a disability. 

Mrs Sambrook added: “I believe in this 
service. I think it will help families who have 
received a diagnosis and are struggling to 
come to terms with it. You go on such an emo¬ 
tional journey and they will be able to talk to 
people who have gone through the same 
thing.” 

Last year Ben was honoured by the Aldridge 
District Lions’ Club for not missing a day of 
school despite weeks of treatment. 



Cooper and Jordan school pupil Ben Sambrook age 10 from Aldridge with his 
mum Sharon. 


JB’s goes out with a party 


HUNDREDS of 
music fans packed 
into doomed club 
JB’s to bid a final 
farewell to the 
beloved rock venue. 

A crowd ranging from 
tattooed 18-year-olds to 
rockers pushing 70 
flocked to the goodbye 
party, organised partly to 
use up all remaining 
stock and partly to 
honour the retirement of 
former owners Sam and 
Sue Jukes. 

By midnight on Thurs¬ 
day last week more than 
600 people had already 
poured through the 


doors. And they danced to 
songs from music’s best¬ 
loved rock, metal and 
indie bands from the past 
few decades - including 
many who had graced the 
stage at JB’s itself. 

Youngsters born in the 
90s danced enthusiasti¬ 
cally next to people old 
enough to be their grand¬ 
parents to music through 
the years from Led Zep¬ 
pelin to Metallica. 

Mr Jukes, aged 63, was 
handed numerous pres¬ 
ents - and many drinks - 
through the evening from 
JB’s regulars as they 
raised a glass to the 42- 
year-old institution. 


Founder members Sid 
Weston, John Bryant and 
John Weston were among 
those there to raise one 
final pint with Mr Jukes 
in the club they launched 
together as a small disco 
which played alternative 
music. Mr Jukes said he 
had expected the night to 
be a quiet wind-down 
evening, not the huge 
event it turned out to be. 

“It’s a bit ironic really — 
the past week has been 
great business. We sold 
out on Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve,” he 
said. “When you see this 
many people here, and 
hear how much JB’s 



Founders Sid Weston, Sam Jukes, John Bryant and John Weston 


means to them, you can’t 
believe it ever had to go 
into administration. It’s 
a tragedy.” 

The club’s namesake 
Mr Bryant, aged 60 - JB 
himself - said the 
bumper turnout had 
ensured a fitting send- 
off. 

“It’s a sad day but 
unfortunately time goes 
on,” he added. “The place 
is always in my mind, it 
means a lot to all of us. 
All credit has to go to 
Sam — if it wasn’t for his 
hard work, the place 
would have gone under a 
long time ago.” 

Other members of staff 
from days gone by had 
also turned up to say 
goodbye. 

Amazing 

Former bar manager 
John Cartwright, 55, 
said JB’s was “legendary” 
for its open attitude to 
new music. “I’ve been 
coming here for 30 years 
and one of the great 
things about it is that it 
always welcomed new 
talent,” he said. 

“We’ve had bands play 
here that went on to be 
great, and bands that 
played here once to a 
handful of people, but 
that’s the joy of it. JB’s is 
known all over Europe, 
and beyond. It’s the 
musical heart of the 
Black Country.” 


He said often the club 
would pay to put up 
bands in the Station 
Hotel opposite, telling 
them of its haunted repu¬ 
tation. 

“They loved it — espe¬ 
cially American bands. 
We’d then go out and 
bang the windows with 
sticks to give them a bit 
of a fright. 

“JB’s has always been 
about that spirit of fun,” 
he said. 

Among the throng 
were “old JB’s” crowd 
Mark Wilton, 47, from 
Netherton, Brian Lee 
and Kim Pomfret, 47, 
from Tipton, and Barry 
Cooper, 55, from Pen- 
snett, who said they had 
been going to JB’s for 
more than 30 years, since 
the club was based in 
King Street. 

“We’ve seen some 
amazing bands play at 
JB’s - Manic Street 
Preachers, U2, The 
Undertones,” said Mrs 
Pomfret. 

“It’s a very big loss to 
Dudley.” 

So what have Mr and 
Mrs Jukes got in store 
now they have retired? 
“First of all, I’m going to 
have a week off - I 
haven’t had a week off for 
over 40 years,” Mr Jukes 
said. 

“I haven’t got a clue 
what we’ll do after that” 


Eleventh hour rescue bid for club fell through 


TROUBLED Black Country music club 
JB’s was been dealt a fresh blow as it 
emerged that a potential buyer had 
dropped out at the final stage. 

The would-be buyer admitted he could 
no longer continue with the bid for the rock 
venue in Castle Hill, Dudley, plunging the 
future of the club into doubt. 

Administrators had been locked in 
advanced negotiations with the unnamed 
party for weeks and hoped to sign a deal 
this month. But last Friday the club was 
standing empty after one last bash to use 


up remaining stock. The final farewell to 
the club, which gained a world-wide repu¬ 
tation for launching the careers of some of 
the biggest rock stars in the music busi¬ 
ness, was expected to be a quiet affair but 
it turned into a huge wake with hundreds 
turning out. 

Search 

Founder Sam Jukes was stunned by the 
numbers, saying it was hard to believe the 
club ended up in administration. 

John Travers, of Stourbridge-based 
insolvency practitioners John D Travers & 


Co, said: “Our potential purchaser has 
advised me that he cannot proceed at the 
present time because of unexpected per¬ 
sonal circumstances. 

“I will be discussing the way forward 
with the various stakeholders and these 
discussions will determine our trading 
strategy in the future.” 

He stressed that that a new marketing 
campaign would be launched in the coming 
days to continue the search for a buyer. He 
said: “We are all still determined to find a 
purchaser.” 







































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 15 


Chill leads to record 
on gas boiler repairs 


REPAIR teams have dealt 
with more than 8,000 gas break¬ 
downs in Sandwell over the last 
two months - the highest ever - 
due to freezing temperatures. 

More than 400 calls a day were made 
at the height of the crisis by Sandwell 
Homes tenants. The borough’s housing 
chief, Councillor Simon Hackett, said 
the number of calls for help from tenants 
over the last eight weeks was 
“absolutely unprecedented”. 

A large number of problems was 
caused byt he new ‘green’ condensing 
boilers breaking down. 

The Chartered Institute of Plumbing 
and Heating has warned that condens¬ 
ing boilers are more prone to freezing 
pipes than the old style ones that emit 
waste gas into the air outside. 


Councillor Simon Hackett said: 
“These are huge numbers of people 
seeking help and it is fortunate that in 
the run-up to the cold weather problems 
we decided to increase the 13-man team 
of gas engineers by five to deal with the 
winter problems. 

Effort 

“We also trained other employees to 
deal with frozen pipes. This decision was 
taken because last January we had 
record levels of call-outs of 3,854. 
However, even this record was broken in 
December with over 4,500 calls. 

“This was an outstanding effort from 
the whole team and we believe we did 
our best to help as many people as possi¬ 
ble as quickly as possible. I do know that 
there were some people who had to wait 
for assistance, due to the unprecedented 
demand, but I hope they appreciate that 


on balance we did all we could to help 
tenants as quickly as possible.” 

Extra staff were brought in to man 
phones after a huge rise in help calls. 

Paul Field, interim chief executive of 
Sandwell Homes, said the company had 
dealt with 3,532 calls for help in Novem¬ 
ber and 4,520 in December, increases of 
28 per cent and 44 per cent respectively 
on the previous year. 

“As a company, we planned ahead 
after last year’s bad weather in 
January,” he said. “We appointed five 
more gas engineers and got in more staff 
to deal with this unprecedented level of 
calls for assistance. 

“Due to the number of calls, we have 
had to prioritise jobs with a focus on 
assisting the elderly and the most vul¬ 
nerable people in the community. We 
thank tenants for their patience in 
waiting for assistance.” 


Panto time - oh yes it is! 

PANTO season nearly 
over? Oh no it isn’t! Not at 
Langley where Oldbury Rep 
present a new version of Cin¬ 
derella, by Doreen Bastable 
and Alan Wood, at the Barlow 
Theatre from tomorrow 
(Friday) through to January 
22 . 

Playing Cinders is Isabelle 
Gessey who will enlist the help of 
Buttons and Dandini to thwart 
her two ugly sisters to meet 
Prince Charming. 

Magic 

The panto fun with a sprinkle 
of Fairy Godmother magic will 
run daily at 7.30pm, excluding 
Sunday, with a matinee at 2.30 on 
the Saturdays. 

Tickets are priced £8 (conces¬ 
sions and party bookings £7) and 
can be obtained via the phone on 
(0121) 552 2761 or from the 
Spring Walk theatre’s box office 
from 7pm on show nights. 



Ugly Sisters Guy Radforth and Ian Thompson with Cinderella, played by 
Isabelle Gessey 



Pauline Gregory, Ken Hyde, Keith Hodgkins, John Dunn and Jason Breeze 
of the civic society 


TIPTON’S Tree of Light has been 
taken down after raising more than 
£5,000 for charities in the area. 

A total of 359 people remembered 
978 friends and relatives on the memo¬ 
rial tree. 

The money raised will now be 
shared out between 10 charities in the 


area. Yobs tore down strings of lights 
three times before the official switch- 
on ceremony, on November 28, with 
Sandwell Council stepping in to 
replace them on the day of the event. 

Tipton Civic Society organised the 
tree for the first time this year, after 
the town’s rotary club folded. 


Poetry 
of pubs 
delivered 
in a snug 

THE Black Country 
pub is to be celebrated in 
a new play to be per¬ 
formed in Cradley 
Heath. 

Entitled “Snug — pubs, 
people and poetry” the 
production is based on 
personal testimonies and 
anecdotes and will be 
staged at the Hollybush 
pub in Newton Road next 
month. The show has 
been created by Heather 
Wastie, of Kiddermin¬ 
ster, and Emma Pur- 
shouse, of 

Wolverhampton, both 
members of performance 
poetry group Brewers’ 
Troupe. 

They have been 
working on the project 
since March, when they 
started gathering the 
memories of local people. 

Heather said: “As a 
young child, I lived near 
this pub, in a road named 
Hollybush Street, which 
no longer exists, and part 
of the performance 
relates to my childhood, 
delivered by one of the 
characters I play.” 

Performances are on 
February 1 and 2 from 8 
for an hour for audiences 
limited to 25. 


Housing plan 
for site of 
fire station 

A HOUSING development could be built on 
the site of Sedgley Fire Station. 

The Tipton Road base closed in November 2008 
despite a public campaign to save it which included 
a 12,000-name petition. 

Bosses revealed last year they wanted to sell off 
the building but it emerged today that it is yet to be 
put on the market as they are working on a planning 
application. 

West Midlands Fire Service wants to “maximise 
the sales value” of the site, with a residential devel¬ 
opment expected to be most lucrative. 

It comes as it was revealed that more than £35,000 
has been spent on the station since its closure just 
over two years ago. 

Rates 

Figures released under the Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion Act show that since the station closed £23,469 
has been spent on business rates. 

But West Midlands Fire Service has also had to 
fork out for building repairs, security costs,electric¬ 
ity bills - and £3,027 on telephone line rentals . 

Director of finance Mike Griffiths said: “West Mid¬ 
lands Fire Service is working with the relevant 
authorities, including Dudley Metropolitan Borough 
Council, with a view to securing planning permis¬ 
sion for the site prior to disposal. 

“This is a lengthy process and the outcome of the 
application will determine the timescale for disposal 
of the site.” 

Officials are working on the planning application 
to turn the site into housing which will be submitted 
to Dudley Council. 

If the fire service can secure planning permission, 
it will be able to increase the asking price for the 
land. 
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&avisons 


2011 


MAKE tliLs. tlifC Yair you Make (or Riivitiw) your Property, Financial 
and gill AtliiL I-S-. All probity owner.!; alwuLd consider a Will and a 
Power of Attorney 

Ecu: 

- Certainty and pea ee of mind for your tamily and/or bujtinejut 

- Tax cci ii-kS de-r^iticm-K„ not living a Will can lead to unnecessary tax 
bills aixl stresses 

- Your partner's sake - If you are not married or a registered civil 
partner. Partners do not automatically inherit when there is no Will. 

- Powers of Attorney, deal with safeguarding your future now 

We alsootfer the following: 

1 A tree half hour appointment to discuss any Matrimonial or 
Litigation needs 

2 Probate anti Estate Administration expertise 

3 Attelading to your Conveyancing needs, including buying, selling 
or transferring a property, we will give you a written quotation 


CALL YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS TODAY 
WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

Davisons Solicitors 

Knur Oaks 

254 Lichfield Road. Sutton Coldfield B74 2UH 

Telephone: 0121 323 2525 

>vww. da vis on solid to rs.co.uk 
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Question mark over 
old brewery site 
hit by arson attacks 


ARCHITECTS are drawing up The future of Langley Maltings in 
plans to transform an historic Oldbury has been in doubt following a 
brewery that was ravaged by fire- catalogue of arson attacks at the 

with all options for the future use Owners have revealed specialist archi- 
of the site being kept open. tects are now drawing up plans for future 


Award for top team 



DPD’s Elite Team at Smethwick celebrating their award as the UK’s best business- 
to-business call centre team at the National Customer Service Awards 

STAFF from the huge DPD parcels depot agents look after the company’s top 100 
at Smethwick have scooped a national customers, who include PC World and 02. 
award as the best business-to-business call They said: “The Elite team was only 
centre team in the country. formed in 2009 and they have made a real 

The 17-strong team won the plaudit at impact at DPD by growing business from 
the National Customer Service Awards, the company’s top 100 customers in a 
held at the Grosvenor Hotel, Park Lane, market showing zero growth.” 
fighting off competition from RBS and DPD director of sales and CRM, Elaine 
Johnson & Johnson. Kerr, said: “It’s especially pleasing to win a 

Judges said they were impressed with category that recognises the outstanding 
the way DPD’s Elite Team customer service achievements of our people.” 


uses of the building, as it may no longer be 
suitable to be used for housing. Parts of the 
Grade II listed building have already been 
demolished. 

During the latest fire, in August, the roof 
was destroyed. 

Businessmen Mr Lehmber Singh and 
■ Harbhajan Singh Dhadday who run D&S 
Enterprises Ltd bought the property for 
£lmillion in 2007. 

Initially it was planned to transform 
the site with a housing development until 
the recession stalled the idea, no plan¬ 
ning application has ever been drawn up 
to redevelop the site. 

Mr Singh said: “Some of the architects 
are working at the site. They are just 
looking at the development for a scheme 
that the council will approve. 

“ Just over the road, they are building 
houses, so we are seeing what those 
developers are doing. 

“I can’t say at the moment what the 
future is going to be. We will have to wait 
and see.” 

Battled 

The brewery, which has been empty for 
many years and dates back to the 1870s, 
was destroyed by one of the biggest fires 
in the region on September 8 2009. More 
than 60 firefighters battled through the 
night to put out the blaze. 

On June 13 last year, arsonists again 
targeted the building, which is next to 
Langley Green railway station, destroy¬ 
ing much of the roof and offices, before 
another arson attack in August. 

The building is susceptible to fire as 
the years of former industry have left a 
residue on the inside walls which is 
extremely flammable. 

The listed building, which dates back 
to the 1870s, is on Sandwell Council’s list 
of buildings at risk. 

Originally owned by Walter Showell as 
part of his Crosswells Brewery empire, 
the brewery was sold in 1957 to Ind Coope 
before being taken over by Wolverhamp¬ 
ton & Dudley Breweries in 2000. It shut 
down in 2006. 
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Opffifeif | 

OFFER OF THE 
MONTH 

Glens LTR Or 
High Comion 

LTOBTL £9.99 


i Thursday 13h Jfenuary-Thuraday 27th January 

» * 10 pH* Mttinap- “ 


TDfll BTL Claw 

nraufl UR BTL... 

MtatfI_ ....... 70c! BTL C 5.4$ 
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otekCvi eLTOcI BTL . £19. 
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farnoi* Grouse 70t I . £3, 



BikHtomt 300ml Bottle* 24 for_C17.B0 

il»IU 300ml Boll!** x24 for_Cl 4.99 

Kofefcm Pik 275ml Bottles *24 for ..Cl 4,99 

Beetle BnttlOT N.2*4 Irn _£1 3.9S 

Eol 300ml Bottle* x6 for ••• • ••• •«•!••••«mCi)*00 
Sol 30ftnl Bottle* x24 for • • ••• • •*.••• £t7.99 


Draught tram 440ml 
CMpinal G^rrr«*5 
Bar.W? Cho'Bttor 50Qri 
V v tWt 5001 
* 9 500 il 

Otto cOOri 

aront^Dw sum 


4 On C3.33 

aCaisSSIS 
4C<iieC8 29 
403118 C36fi 
40*13 £3 £9 
4Cji5E?S9 


B Cera P7.00 
SOmsHBuTO 
8C»*£B.Q0 
8Ccrfe£6.00 
8 Cere 86.50 
eCtrksfl&SO 
Bu*-&£! 5 . 5 D 
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24 Park_C1&J90 

24 Par**_ SUM 

24 Padt. ZT7A9 

24 Ptufc Cl 7.9* 

24Ptade Cik» 
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Carling 500m If 
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HoIsUm Fllle 
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Boesom Hill RecK White 

E&J Gall to White ZinfandeK 

€3.99 Each 

Mfl ie Gnenashe 

Echo Falls RadhjVhite 

Blossom Hill White Zinfandel 

€3.99 Each 

Echo Fells Rcea 

Or Any 3 BTLS 

Mix and Match Ary 3 BTLS 

Fo r €3.99 

€9.99 

HmJm i W/’ina* hvo BTLS FOR £5 


A| m^arCMatiiTi Cirda Lip Minbis 



47 Stafford Road, Darlaston WS10 8TY 0121 526 7367 
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CASA En«>w 


CASA 


HURRY ENDS MONDAY 


SALE 

PRICES 

HELD 


3 YEARS INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 


Bistort 

Great Brfdc* Rcod WI4 6LD 
call 084505D8MD 
Qt visit bekes^.dt 


winter 


©vent hough 
VATi increased 



Iff MATTMflVt 
BL/Ktf flfl 1 Ar.X>€M 

x&vtm 


nm *a*tim Mtnv h# 4-7 v» 


N©ft©M 


KIDS 


wffUTE 


HI nil.'. 


u LAC 


- - L 




Karate tor 8-1 rs 

Character education & personal developmcut. 

Anti bullying, non violent, ronflirt avoidant* ft lots or fun! 


Ryders Green Primary School f West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


Call 0800 389 3987 

www.leematthews.co.uk 


CALI HOW FOR YOUR FREE IIJTftODOCTORYCLASS! 


C ALL MOW TO BOOK VO U It FREE Tt IAL LESSOUf 

Ufi-lfFED PLACE? AVfiXLMLL 


Fun Mari »el Arts Training for 4-7 yr olds 
Learn ft Flay 
Develop Rilnrrr.Ce ordination A Flexibility 
Learn Respect ft Hay* Lots ot lent 
All Instructor* Highty Trained ft CRB Cb*rkac 


NEW UTTLE NINJA'S CLASSES 
FOR 4-7 YR OLDS STARTING NOW! 
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War was child’s 
play for cheeky 
young James 


P LAYING with bombs, collecting 
pieces of anti-aircraft shells and 
doing drawings in a Spitfire 
factory — for James Hickman the Second 
World War was like child’s play. 

He was supposed to have been evacuated 
from his home in Smethwick when he was 
nine-years-old, but the plucky youngster 
managed to escape from the authorities. 

Instead James enjoyed going out onto the streets 
of Sandwell with his friends, collecting pieces of 
fallen shells in their buckets. 

The 80-year-old remembers throwing a bomb 
back-and-forth between his friends and the day 
when, at just 14-years-old he started work at a 
factory making parts for Spitfires. 

“I was born in Spon Lane and when I was nine- 
years-old we moved into Brasshouse Lane in Smeth¬ 
wick, which was near all the factories,” said James, 
who has three children, six grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

“At that time I was supposed to be evacuated with 
my cousin Barry Smith to Bewdley but because we 
moved house, the authorities lost my contact 
details. I didn’t go to school for a while to escape from 
being evacuated and I used to hide whenever the 
truant man came knocking on the door.” 

James says that as children he and his friends 
weren’t scared of the war. 



James Hickman in an army truck when he was in 


“It was like a big adventure,” he said. “Two bombs 
went off near us in Pavilion Avenue and my wife and 
I both remember when a German plane came down 
in Hales Lane on April 10, 1941.1 still have a piece 
of a shell which was dropped near us. 

“The streets would be covered by bits and so my 
friends and I would go out with buckets to collect the 
anti-aircraft shells.” 

His father Jim worked in a drop-forge and one day 
found a bomb. 

“It was around 20 inches long, so he brought it 
home and put it in the shed,” added James. 
“However, I was only around 10-years-old and when 
I found it decided to show it to my friends. 

“We went up the road to one of the shelters and 
were throwing it off the top to each other — today if 
something like that was found they would clear a 
couple of roads. When my uncle Norman found out 
how we had been playing with the bomb he was 
furious and he took it to the police station.” 

James, now of Eve Lane in Upper Gornal, was 11 
when he moved to Uplands Junior School. 

“During the war a lot of women were going out to 
work and were leaving their children in creches,” 
says James, who met his wife Iris when they were 
both members of Dartmouth Cycling Club. 

‘While at school I would go into the woodwork 
room and help the teacher make toys, such as 
barrows and trucks, to take to the children. Because 
of this I had a good report from the headmaster and 
this led to me getting a job at Birmid Industries in 
Dartmouth Road, Smethwick.” 

James said that working at the factory, 
known as ‘The Birmid’, was frightening 
at first. “I started in the pattern shop at 
The Birmid making things to be cast and 
the lathes were as big as dinosaurs — it 
took me a while to stop being nervous of 
them. I was only 14 and should have had 
technical training so I started out sweep¬ 
ing up and making tea for the men.” 

This led to James helping to make the 
patterns and when he was 16 he was sent 
to James Watt College in Smethwick. 

“I was a full-time apprentice with The 
Birmid until I was 21 and went in the 
army,” he added. “It was a lovely factory 
and the workers were some of the clever- 
his 20s e st people I have ever met.” 



James aged 21 Onlookers at a bombed house 
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IMMEDIATE DEUVERY 
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Our 


Best 


Ever 


From the midlands No.l Kitchen Cupboard Door Specialist. 


Why spend thousands on a 
new kitchen when a 
kitchen makeover using 
made to measure Doors 
looks just as effective at a 
fraction of the cost and 
without all the hassle! 


~ _) 




I 


FREE Co 


* 


PLUS: 


* K 

► i\ ^ 

• M. - _. ^ 


FREE Sin 




n>: 


Spend over C500 arid we’ll 
also give you Free worktops or 
appliances to compliment your 
new look kitchen • ask for details 


No one beats our quality... 

And nobody beats our price. Go on, put us to the test! 
Request your Brochure or go on-line today 

mmm os8 7< 

FREE No Obligation Home Quotation Service 

■ Doors "Drawers "Appliances •To| 

im 
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Self-run sixth form bid at 
Holly Lodge High School 


A SANDWELL high school, 
which is receiving a £23.5 million 
facelift, has applied to take its 
sixth form ‘in-house’. 

Holly Lodge Foundation High 
School College of Science has applied 
to Sandwell Council for permission to 
extend its pupil roll. 

The move would allow it to offer 80 


places per year for students aged 16 to 18. 
The school currently runs a 120-student 
sixth form via Sandwell College. Students 
register with the college and take lessons 
at the Holly Lodge campus in Holly Lane, 
Smethwick. 

Instead the school wants to extend the 
sixth form to 160 students and take com¬ 
plete control of it. 

Under the plans 80 places would be 


available in the lower sixth from Septem¬ 
ber this year for pupils studying GCSE and 
A-Level courses and their vocational equiv¬ 
alents. Another intake would be taken the 
following year. 

Parents, teachers and students have 
already been consulted on plans and the 
school hopes the council will give its formal 
backing to the proposals on February 15. 

Headteacher Ahson Mohammed said: 


Walkers help children’s ward 


A COMMUNITY group has raised 
money for youngsters in the children’s 
ward at Sandwell General Hospital by 
going on a sponsored walk. 

The Friends of Millfields Green Spaces 
group organised a sponsored walk at the 
opening of a new play area at Balls Hill 
Park, West Bromwich, last summer to raise 
money for the Sandwell Hospitals Chil¬ 
dren’s Trust. 

The walk, which was started by 
Sandwell’s Mayor Councillor Mrs Pauline 
Hinton, was a huge success. 

Ninety children from Moorlands 
Primary, along with parents, staff and sup¬ 
porters took part. 

Moorlands Primary School was instru¬ 
mental in both the design of the play area, 
its opening and in working with the Friends 
Group, Riverside and Sandwell Council to 
raise funds for children who are ill. A 
cheque to the value of £179.20 has been pre¬ 
sented to the children’s ward. 

Hayden Moss, head teacher of Moorlands 
Primary School, said: “The school are really 
pleased that the children have raised 
money for charity whilst walking around 
their beloved local play space.” 

Sandwell Council cabinet member for 
youth, culture and leisure Cllr Ann Shack- 
leton said: “It is fantastic how many chil¬ 
dren have got involved in both the play area 
designs and the sponsored walk. 1 want to 
say thank you to the park’s friends group 
and Moorlands Primary School for their 
support and commitment.” 

The Friends group, Riverside, West Mid¬ 
lands Police and Sandwell Council have 
been working together to improve Balls Hill 
Park. 



Pupils Daniel Bennett, McKenzie Hawthorn and Harrison 
Hawthorn, all aged 7, from Moorlands Primary School 
present a cheque to play therapist John Morris following 
a sponsored walk 


“Under the plans we will 
be offering 80 places in 
our lower sixth from Sep¬ 
tember this year. The 
number of students will 
grow when this first 
intake moves into the 
upper sixth the following 
year and we take another 
80 on. 

Positive 

“We have had a lot of 
support for the plans, 
and everyone we have 
spoken to has been over¬ 
whelmingly positive. 
This will allow the 
smooth continuation of 
pupils’ studies, regis¬ 
tered as students at 
Holly Lodge.” 

The first phase of the 
£23.5m rebuild, being 
financed under the 
Building Schools for the 
Future programme, was 
completed before the 
autumn half term. More 
than 1,000 pupils have 
moved into modern, glass 
fronted buildings. The 
remaining buildings 
have been handed over to 
contractors for the final 
phase of work. Once com¬ 
pleted in August, Holly 
Lodge’s new home will be 
named the Smethwick 
Learning Campus. 

Mr Mohammed said: 
“The rebuild is going 
extremely well and full 
facilities for all our sixth 
form pupils are included 
in the design.” 
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Private Sector Housing Services S3ndw0ll 

Performance October 2009 to September 2010 


The Council's Private Sector Housing Services Team offer advice and support to 
homeowners, private tenants and private landlords. 

We work hard to make sure our customers are happy with our services and have 
set out some information below to show you how we have performed in the last 
year. We can only show you performance up to September 2010 as our satisfaction 
results for Quarter 3 (October to December 2010} have not all been returned yet. 





Forthose of you who are unsure of the services we offer; here is a list*: 

* Hama Im prove me nt Lea ns -1 le use p roud o ffa is loans and su p po rt wiLh ca frying o u L 
repairs for homeowners aged overtfO orwilh a disability irrespective of whether 

you receive a bene fit or not. Cell 0121 b03 b232 for details 

* Hous i ng Sta nda rds - inves Hge le end assess [jeer he using eo ndiLie ns in Lhe p rive Le 
rented seder. Cell 0121 btfO b2 32 or log en le www.sandwa ll.gov. uk for lie Ip end advice 

* La ndlerd Acc red itatien - Se nd we II bele ngs Le Lire Mid le nd Le ndle rd Accredi le Lien 
Scheme [ML AS), a sclieme recognising and promoting good landlords who provide iheir 
tenants with high quality, safe accomiriodaLion. 

Cell 0121 414 0400 er leg en Le wmv.mlesAjnline.ce.uk fer lie Ip end advice 

* E mpty P reperties - we ca n find e ul wh y p le perlies liave been ebe ndened e nd iry Le 
resolve problems Lliel preve nL Lhem being used. 

Cell 0121 bOO b202 er leg en Le www.sendwell.gov.uk fer lie Ip end advice 


* Aids A Adaptations -e range of assistance brdisebied people including minor end 
majo r ede p le Liens. I n iliel e ng ui ries Le Sa nd we II Co u noil ASS I ST e n 004b 0b2 2200 

* Handype rsan Serv ice - eve ileb le le lhe e klerly, these with p h ysical d ise bil ilies end/j r 
long Lerm lieelLh problems, anyone en meens LesLed benefits end enyone wliese heelLh, 
sefety endfr r independenee wouid be improved by receiving iL 

Ferheme meintenenee cenlecl Sleek Country I lousing Cere end Pepairl lendy Person 
Se rviee en 0121 bti 1 10*50. Fe r ge rde ning se rviee Sendwel I Cou neil of Vd lun Lery 
Orge niselie ns (S CVO) e n 0121 bO b 0030 

* Sandwell lAfeirnrzene - coord inele activities Le Leekle fuel poverty end provide wenn 
hemes fer ihose one low income er meens Lesled benefiL. 

Fer mere in bhRatio neon tact Wanrizoiie en 0121 bOO bOlb 

If you have any ccmpllnrenfs, complaints or commenrfsln respect of any of 
the above services, please contact 0&45 3537510, 

A Same: nhjt n<i Icrgcrtit! wvl-^dc! -TlkirM.^d-i 2011 
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WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES, FRSCIRS a SOFFIT BOURS 
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FINANCE AVAILABLE 
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KfDALE OEKVicSl 

/ WINDOW V DOOR MFAOM 


CONSERVATORY 
REPAIR SPECIALISTS 


LOCKS *SHI.V\1 

| * SFU.fi) * H \M)I KS 

UNITS • FASCIA ft 

I * CASKETS COTIIRCVG 


. 0121 669 4211 



MASSIVE DISCOUNT 
ON ALL ORDERS 
PLACED NOW FOR 
JANUARY 
INSTALLATION 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY 
PORCH, FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 
Hovu has Rydale butt ifj an 
excellent reputation? 
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AT Ki DALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, 

SPEMD YOUR MONEY ViXELT. 

IT OUT MllimiNIOv WT JVtf HHV TI 9 T /nil thi cirhiiv h 


SUPPLY ONLY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


You ae*e invited to visit one ol tfie 
largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 

Visit our Showroom & Factories for immediate quotations 
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TELEPHONE: 0121 559 4211 

IJSl Open weekdays 9am to 5.30pm, Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 
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ZONE 


A 


PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS 

l i imSETr 





e.LLuso,._01384 251473 

www.plumbzone.co 

VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM!! 
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Bolter Clnnyes 

15 Vea jVarantyon Boilers T . * R ri 
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134 HI 


• 5 Vea Discounted Sera ring 
Portnge 1st Tea Fibb 
15 Ton Itliiiiniiin 
Rnciatnr Guaaitsed 

Plimibzone House, 
Prospect Row. 
Dudley DY2 886 
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LETTERS 

Contact us at sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

Don’t offer pool 
tenders abroad 


I SEE on the front page of The Chronicle that 
the new Tipton pool is going ahead. 

It said £8.8 million but I wonder how much it will 
really cost, that is if it’s not put on indefinite hold, 
which I and many others are expecting before it even 
starts. 

What is happening with the second one in West 
Bromwich, remember we were told that there would 
be two built? 

I know we are a part of the European Union but 
with the state of this country and especially the West 
Midlands I think it is disgusting to offer tenders 
outside England. 

If it goes ahead I do hope it’s not a foreign contrac¬ 
tor using foreign workers and foreign materials. 

They could save money by stripping the ‘Pink Ele¬ 
phant’ (The Public) and using some of the materials, 
at least it would then be put to a use that most of 
Sandwell residents have paid for and would 
approve. 

Well, the New Year’s in, so councillors get your 
brains into gear and start doing something construc¬ 
tive that is beneficial to all. 

John Melaire, 
Gilbert Street, 
Tividale 

Motorists face more 
pain at the pumps 

THE new year sees more pain at the pumps for 
drivers, with rises in fuel duty and VAT adding 
around 4p to the cost of a litre of petrol or diesel. 

But these increases don’t just hurt the driver and 
our hard-pressed haulage industry, they produce 
price rises at the shops for everyone. 

Before the General Election, David Cameron com¬ 
plained about how the previous Government had 
hammered drivers with various taxes. He added 
that he had to do things very differently and make 
life easier for families facing sky-high motoring bills. 
He even indicated that he could help families by 
cutting fuel taxes when global fuel prices rise. 

It is time to take Mr Cameron at his word. 

The Association of British Drivers calls on the 
Government to scrap above-inflation fuel duty rises 
set for the next three years, and also plans for road 
pricing for lorries. 

I urge readers to contact their MP at the House of 
Commons, London SW1A OAA or via the website 
www.parliament.uk. 

Brian Macdowall, 
Campaign Director, 
Association of British Drivers, 
P O Box 2228, 
Croydon, CR8 5ZT 
brian.macdowall@abd.org.uk 


From left: Sue Watts, of HSBC Bank; Steve Grice, business development 
manager of BCRS; with Adrian Watton and Steve Donovan, joint managing 
directors, AGW Electrical (Services) Ltd 

Key loans provided spark 
of life for electrical firm 

LOANS company Black Country 
Reinvestment Society (BCRS) has 
helped a Smethwick company con¬ 
solidate and grow during the 
recession. 

AGW Electrical (Services) Ltd, 
based at Crystal Drive, provides elec¬ 
trical inspection, installation and 
maintenance to UK commercial and 
industrial clients including Greggs, 

Subway, Hadley Industries and the 
University of Birmingham. 

The company, founded 11 years ago, 
borrowed £25,000 from BCRS through 
the Sandwell Business Loan Fund to 
aid their cashflow in the recession. The 
£750,000 fund offers loans of between 
£10k and £50k and is available until 
2012 to Sandwell-based businesses 
that are experiencing difficulty access¬ 
ing finance but remain viable. The 
fund is managed by BCRS. 


Co-founder and director of AGW 
Adrian Watton said, “Business was 
slow between March 2009 and June 
2010. We decided to be proactive and 
took on marketing manager Wayne 
Bailey in 2009 to generate new busi¬ 
ness. We also re-branded at the same 
time. It’s really helped. 

“When the work starts to pick up, it’s 
vital to have the cash to service the 
order. “The recession of the previous 18 
months had drained our cash reserves. 
We negotiated with our wholesalers to 
give us longer payment terms but it’s 
paying for skilled labour that’s the 
problem — you need money in the bank 
to pay salaries. We employ ten people, 
and have sub contractors as direct 
labour when we need them. 

“BCRS turned the loan around very 
quickly, which enabled us to keep 
going.” 
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S0FAH0USE NEW 
YEAR SALE NOW ON 
- CALL NOW 

BEFORE YOU BUY, COME AID TRY! 

Visit out showroom and compare out 
quality and very keen prices 


V.) L-J 




Sofas made on the premises 

You will not be disappointed 



_ CHEAfiO 



Rejuvenate your old sofa 
with new fillings from £20 

Soft, Medium or Hard 
Reflex foam and feather filling 
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.... ‘SpringbKS 
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Sofa House Upholstery 
Unit 6 Queens Court 
Industrial Estate 
Greets Green Road 
West Bromwich B70 9EG 

Tel: 0121 520 3111 



111 


www.sofahous9upholstery.co.uk 


WE WILL PAY THE V.A.T. 
INCREASE FOR YOU 
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thechronicle 


Chainmaker Sarann a link 


to family 



Sarann Bradney, aged seven, at work in the chain shop 


past - aged nine 


H EARING the clunk of a steel hammer 
against the links of a chain, you would 
expect the person doing the battering to 
be a brawny man rather than a nine-year-old 
girl. 

Sarann Bradney has been going to Mushroom 
Green Chain Shop, in Netherton, since she was just 
three months old to watch her father Mick at work. 

Mick is the sixth generation of chainmakers and is 
keen to teach the skills that have been passed down to 
him from his great-great-great grandfather, who was 
from Mushroom Green. 

His family had a chain shop in the village for around 
200 years and he grew up surrounded by the industry. 

Standing by the red-hot furnace at the Quarry Road 
chain making museum, Mick says: “As we waited for 
the bus in the morning to take us to Corngreaves 
School we would stand by the fires to keep warm. 

“There were chainmakers, fires and furnaces every¬ 
where round here. People can’t imagine it these days, 
but even at 5am you would hear the hammers going.” 
Mick, who works at Solid Stampings, in Cradley 



Mick Bradney, Annette and daughter Sarann 


Heath, recalls how his father Arthur would take him 
to various chainmaking workshops. The young lad 
would cautiously stand by the doors and watch the 
men at working on the huge links. 

“It was something I always wanted to do,” says 
Mick, now 61.“From the age of five my dad would put 
me by the fire with a piece of iron, a pair of tongues and 
a hammer, and let me play. 

“At that time there weren’t any women chainmak¬ 
ers, although I know that my grandmother and her 
mother had done it.” 

Mick still uses a hammer that is around 100 years 
old and was used by his great-grandmother. 

“I see hammers like this in museums, but because 
I’m a traditional chainmaker I still use the old equip¬ 
ment passed down to me,” he says. 

“The last women chainmaker was Lucy Woodall, 
but I’m keen to pass the skills on to the next genera¬ 
tion. I’ve taught my wife Annette how to make chain 
and watching her learn these forgotten skills is like 
seeing a dinosaur come back to life.” 

Mick lives in Trejon Road, Cradley Heath with 
Annette and daughter Sarann. 

Annette says she has watched Mick making chain 
for years and then in May decided to give it a go. “I 
took to it within weeks,” says Annette, aged 46. 

“A few months ago I did my first demonstration at 
the Mushroom Green shop and then went over to the 
Black Country Living Museum. Once you’re into it, 
chainmaking is addictive. I would like to teach other 
women.” 

Original 

The Mushroom Green chain shop dates from the 
1950s and is run by Dudley Council. Records show 
chainmaking in Mushroom Green in 1810. Workers 
who made nails adapted their hearths to make chain. 

By the end of the 19th century most properties in 
Mushroom Green had a chain shop close to them and 
several survived into the 20th century. 

Only one remains in its original form, having been 
restored by the council and the Black Country Society. 

Sarann, a pupil at Timbertree Primary School, in 
Valley Road, Cradley Heath, says she has grown up 
watching her dad making chain. 

“I have been coming down to Mushroom Green 
since I was little. “I’ve always been interested in it and 
want to be a metal work artist. I’m a different girl to 
the others at school as they are into new clothes and 
shoes,” she says. 

“I think I’m better off than them because I have a 
loving family — and my chainmaking.” 




Mick making 
chain at Mush¬ 
room Green, 
Netherton, 
above, watched 
by his father 
Arthur Bradney, 
and, left, with 
infant daughter 
Sarann nine 
years ago 



MANYMORE DBSKNS AVAILABLE 


• Nrvvimproved 10poiitf Ckw Lock* Steel moJo/ced 


Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 
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lit* «pfral 3 seatec sofa. 

IdHMtMMemFIEE. 

™£349 


DOUBLE 


WafMVSdettSff 
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3 skater sofa 

£399 

WasSWffMeiWT 


Wot SOT? Sate 5 OT 


m& SUNh«/&PM 


Maru greoi~ tfeslgns 


s ov©Oo 


ysro 

obte 



There's only a lew days left to enjoy Double 
Savings on many great designs in the DF3 Sole, 
to don’t miss out - call In right now and save a 
fortune on your new sofa at DFS. 


£599 

Was £Wf* Sale £W | 


SAVE 

DOUBLE 


m» Crifeff 3 sector wta h 100% i*4 Mk*r. 

Awottafcte In a choice of 29 cotam at no #kJto 
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'M 'i No deposit ■i^jNo Interest • 

I APR 1 4 yean free credft with nothing to pay 
typical l for the lint year 


think sofas, think 


dfs 




3rrrir^gjinm 01J1 77 2 3619 HII Middle-*^ ESI 2 CHU 

Cannock 01 543 574737 LirJr>mj{Re-t.-iil RniHi., Longfaul Isloncl W511 1TD 

>cif*idi 0190577 5737 Rorrvsi Rtfcil F=^H^. Hidden™* ter Rood WRW 


0 |:-*.iL-i£ H i - h .- b : ivi>vi t-=- Fri 'ih.vi t :->|:v.-i. Lv.t'j.vn Jun I I .vn 
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star it extraTRAva 


KINGS OF LEON 

IN CONCERT AT THE RICOH ARENA, COVENTRY 

DAY EXCURSION, 30 MAY 2011, FROM £82.50pp 


Kings of Leon have announced details of a series of huge headline outdoor shows next Summer 
including an eagerly anticipated gig in Coventry. 

Their highly acclaimed fifth album ‘Come Around Sundown’ became their third consecutive 
album to debut at number 1 when it topped the UK album charts on release, claiming both the 
biggest week one sales of the year and the biggest ever first week digital sales along the way. 

Like last year’s Hyde Park show, their forth-coming December 2010 arena shows sold out in 
seconds and the Kings of Leon’s Summer 2011 concerts are set to be one of the highlights of 
next year’s live calendar. 



Price includes: 

• A General Admission ticket with a face value of £45 for an evening performance of 
Kings of Leon Live 2011 at the Ricoh Arena, Coventry on the 30 May 2011 

• Return coach travel from selected local departure points 

To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at www.starextra.concert.travel 

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 


COMPETITION 


thech ronicle 


Countryside cure for 
those winter blues 


AFTER this harsh winter the ideal tonic would be a short 
break away at a lovely hotel in the countryside - and even 
better if it is free! 

The Chronicles series has teamed up with The Fairwater 
Head Hotel to offer a full two nights break for two in a double 
room and full breakfast to the value to £520 for two people 
with complementary lunch and dinners in the Greenfields 
Brazzerie. 

Tucked away in peaceful countryside and approached 
down leafy lanes of Hawkchurch - the 'village of roses' - the 
Fairwater Head Hotel is on the Dorset/Devon border just five 
miles from Lyme Regis and the Jurassic coast - England's 
first natural World Heritage Site which covers 95 miles of 
truly stunning coastline from east Devon to Dorset. 

It is the ideal location for touring or simply relaxing in the 
hotel's award-winning gardens and restaurant. 

Extensive 

All the hotel's light and airy en suite bedrooms have views 
over the hotel's extensive two-acre gardens and some look 
even further over the Axe Valley. All rooms have Freeview tel¬ 
evision, radio, telephone, hairdryer and tea and coffee 
making facilities (with Devon fresh milk of course), soft white 
duvets and Egyptian cotton towels. 

The Greenfields Brazzerie gives visitors the chance to 
enjoy the best of Devon and Dorset produce cooked by the 
hotel's award-winning chefs. Only local ingredients are used 
to ensure the utmost freshness and quality. 

The lucky winners will arrive on Friday evening for their 
fully-inclusive weekend. They will be greeted with a compli¬ 
mentary bottle of Champagne and stay in one of the top 
rooms in the Edwardian main house. Also included is dinner 
and wine for Friday and Saturday night and lunch for Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. 



Delightful setting of the Fairwater Head Hotel 


HOW TO ENTER 

To win simply answer the following question 

What is the name of the brazzerie? 

Send your answer to HOTEL COMPETITION, Chronicle series 
(editorial), 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date Thursday, January 20, 2011. 

Usual rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. Only one entry per household. 
The break is available until June 30 (subject to availability) and is for two adults 
or one adult and one child. 



Sweeping staircase off the reception area 


The spacious dining room 
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m SHIRELAND 

^ COLLEGIATE ACADEMY 

An oltog«4her beOer place to learn 



An “Outstanding” School 







Students are Making 
Exceptional Progress 

"The Academy's overall 
provision is outstanding 
because so many elements 
are excellent. Students are 
making exceptional 
progress because of 
consistently high quality 
teaching, exemplary use of 
assessment, rigorous 
tracking, sharply focused 
interventions, and excellent 
support and guidance/' 

Ofsted 

lanuary 2011 



H SHIRELAND 

tO_EoiAl: ACADEMY 

,-f i*vxvr *— -:x I' yi 


Collegiate Academy Truirt Waterloo Reed Smefliwick Weal fiifliencls BSS 4ND Omits ton 
1 0121 S5fi 8088 f 0121 SSB 8S77mmcolfegiBteBcademycifg uk Trust 

Executive Principal Sir Mark Grundy 
GeorqaSater Cotlegiats Academy Principal: Mr Mick Green 
Shiroiand Cotegisia Academy Prncipal: Sr Mark Goindy 


Collegiate fj 

Academy TcikI^^ 


I Aim tf gher 


4 See Further 4 Be Concerned tar Emyone I Leading Learning 4 Changing At titude? 4 Promoting Cohesion 










Tsois* Bedding • Curtains * Blinds • Toys * Stationary » Car Products « Net Certains and Mick Mere!! 
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LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE ♦ SAME DAY TAKE AWAY • ALL STOCK BRAND NEW 



DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 



8 

-§ 


Bradford Street, Walsall, WS13QQ * NEW STORE in old Widdy’s Building * 
open 7 JKT.SSSL*. 52A Harrison Street, Bloxwich WS3 3HW 


www.rockbottomdbcouiitxo.ulc 


Qien rflon-Snt 9 aw 5 30|>w, Closed Sunday 


Tiiletiies* Tills • Beddiig * Cutaiis * Blinds*Tiys* Statiuary*Car Predicts » Del Curtails and Much Mire!! 


Toiletries • Teels « Bedding * Certains ♦ Blinds ♦ Toys • Stationary » Car Predicts* Net Certains and Muek Mere!! 
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SHOWCASE FIREPLACE LTD 

LARGEST FIREPLACE RETAILER IN THE BLACK COUNTRY 


Established 1998 


www.showcasefireplaces.co.uk 


Inset Gas and Electric Fires 

Wail Mounted and Hoie-in-the-Wall Electric and Gas Fires 
Electric & Gas Stoves - Freestanding Gas and Electric Fires 
Solid Fuel Fires - Marble and Wood Fireplaces 

all on show ^ 

The Showcase Fireplace Ltd. i 

High Street, Princes End. T pton 0Y4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 520 7802 


Shownoovn Ope-iiri^ Trues 
V-b Morcay to Saturday Lale rwg'it hurray $-6 

ntarvurt 


Due to Showroom Refurbishment 
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• Happy Wedding Day 





I CARTERS G REEN 
WEST BROMWICH B70 9QP 
0121 5:50504 



aln ;l/ illtO litv / 'J11* : JU 
u) j£;jp 11. 


J^U -1UJ±L 

d ilii • ■!* 

• 11 • I*!• 11 **«LU* 



V tifY. ’iLf j ^ ^ -ir: t j 

Jtili ^ J 


• •* *> ' 


purposes £19 and over 


JOHN T HARRIS 


\£ Stocktofc of 

Sherborne 

Upholstery 

Udotelik ivkst «i 

3pK8»ik*htfi*erteH 

dub li tetvl Rite’itetfticif 



i LK:£xb J ‘Ji'lTClL 







Willi bpetl itir ufikfto of ul c*>Vf 
(from our spraidc r u^r» 

,. upun />r»«r^uiw.*.v 4ii,/ i/n< /uAvri 


Wc oiUr. 

• Epr ctmuulkiib 

• SiMl* 

• Cw lat Itf* Uiib 

• ACiVM(MM4 

• Fnrv tye < > *• lot kkW 

041 BtoirwocH IIctkI 
IhVTMMKl. 1M 4a 

Trli < 0121)4293711 


Supporting dome 
Local 

Communities 

CThkaniiiBi^ixta load aciriiiutffr. I 
ilf^i Vlp|JkV»VtU^*LVilMl til Ituw Vj I 
n —I ti ifj Mi# pricM 

in upiitiv mil joir umaitKi, 
iticatiie fmltwe j*J d atiltal | 

t FV>? Mlsdko l*cm /<* 11* lion^C 1 
i'M>toilfe,li i»l 
♦' Bn jnmi «>l li«d|> viuninwuicnt ”1 

Mda?ftfei4t ter HMflMilt/ 

V 

Inline 
jcdtaiHi 
l(B to all 
a flwse 
CJICTHMIH 

oirilkulai 

0121 
520 
0168 

V- DOI 

O • DONATE 111 


BOSS’S 


is 


I 


B^rnorTi, ArtnrOabl c Local 

Tx Flowers for 

7 ^*^ All Occasions 

' AV-i n i -bri c*>af 



AN b*id(«t/i4co4fii 

meT4»- re ^cw.xtlc ct* 




J 8inl-oit u.dliour«>onJ 

S*m Day DlLimi Sftfrvtc* 

V'/vdJiYTt • DviItiivm Bi id*I R » •ThvOYvd E:shtti 

Eirtf>ir/i'Amiwjuiw - B»ipoL«i FiiimaI Vifoiti 
C«4)>4I4»9** Knbd>- Wl>>n Dv , .piyiK«yv 

0121 366 7226 

5 Hi dbrocfc RgAflfOntvt B*rr> 

Slrmtn^hfwn B44 8RA 

w m*m rojoflo iijt>oni ne.eenl 4 
Mon • Jate^Oun 2 J^r. 


; Your Flower & Gift 

f Dellvw) Spedtiliste 

vfifirAAcv * *> !»VkVi '.\r.T*WW 
|» ir't 1Yv«y> TAv 

^ ■RvHIIUM 1 ' FIOMriT 



ow* irlteltel 
ir 

^7».?liitWII»fkld t VarAb 
































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 31 


AftJ 11 MIC* * »J 0X- S|J TP , 

Hfjah and! .^#rvk# 

Vt iht iVifcii lb aJ* 

(AtiL Iftrr, 

JVw *r<J KemmHfutited 
AppShttcex tr vail* Me 

Auriw k*iuhhjii:ih mk*ih tfntc'uw ui* 


.Td riu ij t ft r«oC, 


I* *s h« dH-ri-kc ■ '•l t*ml: ■ I l*tythur. 3 


fiQ *cmimi:U Md UMl«l>*Miann^ i1(l«u. ]tnliulti 

ellMicdfcJivHd rbt iMl|Jli J knm tairaffc* « » 

•j-i ka *+ Calk ff+* rk pia ulkiiiat II •»•*> t« ^ m» k ^jUit (a.ma II 
deaiiAi* UMT »»4 r'Hlti I* ir:nai:lr lii lie v ii> :di i. *:«i- f 

Mb Mm* ^ l4'-wnlfc>iifci»i;d liBomJ to' * ntfU^Oi 






plumbingpoint 

OARtASTON 


ICIIUI 

In i i\ |* >_JTJ4 

I/Mr f*rl ullrinJIll 

wi$fMoM>/frtc 
bd'«<rkt_ dm 


Ir r«r*ia<1li f 

fw^WC.nsHlrUi^ 
—C2U0 

L M 


h imM 

iyjWAppfrfiMte 


ckol*»TV»w>c»|iPiM^ 

tw mti» 3>iflp 

ivtr 8 J 5 stool-. « A. 

Al ai , - , | Vn |,|ti M 

OC«oi«rci.t |*i:l nnl <J*rH E 

\ un. vl, I,— , w 

OPCUTDAY* •» 

.>: * :l. .y :tci4 tx.v 


AmaziflJ Off-Ci' 

V.bc 1 ZOO 

W SSL- 

on:i\ Tcp, Crm........... 

Clvbiii and Ton 

£200 | A‘*Min / >Hri rU 

*hOYiTxxjfii IM>woren • r.K4r nm hi«tmk 


jlDlpd tr Tl, 

iW.'J irn>V«> 
Ihrstialaktv 

1*240 

-{* Uku.M 


1 AU <**••* 

L|tt 4i j RiJJiQp atiooifeft 

tl tnc £zt*ci 

W I JJ FTIfJ.^TOIT* 

0121 12b .1222 J 47725 319 $M 

i‘42 


FENCING 


A URGE SELECTION OF FENCING TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

SECurarv fencing also available 
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• Internally 
Glaze! c 
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Handles 

• Pillingtaii K 
Glass - Landed 
StaiheH 8 
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40-45 Park Lane, 01121 544 7883: 
Oldbury B69 4LP .iim.sulYnli^i«iltecig.ciii 


Telnheve 01 2\ W4 J8S3 — 
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FITNESS in 
SMETHWICK 


Gyms. Rtmss Classes 
VSfeigNs, Sauna Steam 

IndueHeno ov QfmTouro uwJkite' 
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i Sixth Form 
Applications 
Apply Now 


( ln the 3 yeare it has been open San dwell 
Academy has developed an outstanding 
curriculum as well as outstanding 
processes for the care, guidance and 
support of its students 7 

Ofsted 2009 


If you have a child who will be 16 by 31st 
August 2011 you should register to apply 
for a place now 

Places are available for September 2011 in 
First \fear Sixth Form. 

Information Evenings are by invitation only 

Contact us for further information 
and an application pack via 
Sandwell Academy 
Halfords Lane, 

West Bromwich B71 4LG 
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Second album 21 
could be key to 
door of success 


LAST year ended on a 
high for Adele with the 22- 
year-old singer from north 
London returning with the 
soulful single Rolling In The 
Deep and giving excep¬ 
tional televised perform¬ 
ances at the Royal Variety 
Show and on Later with 
Jools Holland. 

A graduate of Croydon's Brit 
School, the soul songstress hit 
the big time early in 2008 with 
her single Chasing Pavements 
and debut album 19. 

This month she releases her 
second album, 21, the age she 
was when she wrote most of 
the songs, and will come to 
Birmingham in April as part of 
her European tour. 


On the new album, she said: 
“It’s taken a while and it 
knocked me for six when 
writing it. It’s different from 19, 
it’s about the same things but 
in a different light. 

Changes 

“I deal with things differently 
now. I’m more patient, more 
honest, more forgiving and 
more aware of my own flaws, 
habits and principles. Some¬ 
thing that comes with age I 
think. So fittingly this record is 
called 21. 

“The whole reason I called 
my first album 19 was about 
cataloging what happened to 
me then and who I was then, 


like a photo album you see the 
progression and changes in a 
person throughout the years. 

“I tried to think of other 
album titles but couldn’t come 
up with anything that repre¬ 
sented the album properly, I 
kept swerving 21 thinking it 
was obvious. But why not be 
obvious?" 

21 is released on January 24 
and was recorded in Malibu 
with legendary producer Rick 
Rubin and in London with Flo¬ 
rence and the Machine and 
Plan B producer Paul Epworth. 

Adele will be in concert at 
the HMV Institute in Digbeth, 
Birmingham, on Monday, April 
18. 


Dancing on Ice- page 37 


YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
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Bluntly speaking, No Tears heralds 
a fresh start for the birthday boy 


JAMES Blunt has put introspec¬ 
tion on the back burner and sees 
his third album, Some Kind of 
Trouble, as an upbeat fresh new 
start. 

He will have extra reason to celebrate 
at his concert in Wolverhampton on 
February 22, it's his 37th birthday. 

The singer-songwriter and Sandhurst 
graduate found superstardom thanks to 
his hugely successful songs You're 
Beautiful and Goodbye My Lover from 
his 2004 debut album Back to Bedlam, 
which went on to become one of the 


biggest selling albums of the decade in 
the UK. 

His second album, 2007's All The Lost 
Souls, topped the charts in 10 countries 
and sold five million copies, yielding the 
hits 1973 and Carry You Home. 

The latest album, released late last 
year is described by the former Life 
Guards officer from Wiltshire as “spon¬ 
taneous”. He said of the recording in 
London: “Previously I would write a 
song and we'd go and record it later. 

This time it was very much ‘come in with 
nothing’. There was a sense of energy 
and excitement.” 


That doesn't mean the album is 
scared to tackle heavy topics. The 
album's anchor is No Tears, a “summing 
up of life”. 

He added: "There are certain songs 
along the way that are milestones. 
Goodbye My Lover was that song on 
the first album, Same Mistake was from 
the second. No Tears is my milestone on 
this album.” 

The latest single from the album, So 
Far Gone, was released earlier this 
month and James Blunt will be in 
concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on 
Tuesday, February 22. 



Birthday concert date for Blunt at the Civic 


All of a Twitter over Tim’s album 
- page 40 
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Smoke Fairies cast 
a spell of their own 

THE HAUNTING sound of the Smoke Fairies will be 
heard at Birmingham’s Glee Club next Wednesday (19). 

Best friends Katherine Blamire and Jessica Davies grew 
up in the quiet Sussex cathedral city of Chichester where 
they first started playing music as 13-year-olds, after 
finding guitars stashed away in cupboards at their respec¬ 
tive family homes and discovering Jessica’s mum’s collec¬ 
tion of 1970s vinyl. 

The result was that whilst their friends were listening to 
Britpop, Katherine and Jessica were listening to Crosby, 
Stills, Nash and Young. Studies took them to America, 
where New Orleans cast a musical spell over the pair. Then 
came their first visit to Sidmouth Folk Festival, where they 
discovered British folk music in all its variety. 

The duo’s distinctive blend of blues and folk has cast a 
spell of its own over many who have heard them, including 
celebrity fans Jack White (of The White Stripes) and 
Richard Hawley, who have both championed and recorded 
with the Smoke Fairies. 

Their debut album Through Low Light And Trees is out 
now and the pair play the Glee, in the Arcadian Centre, on 
Wednesday. Tickets cost £7 in advance. Call 0871 472 
0400 orvisitwww.glee.co.uk 





V 


e Three Phantoms (from left) Mathew 
Cammelle, John Owen-Jones and Earl 
Carpenter (also pictured as The Phantom) 

I (Main picture by Rita Michelberger © Ginger Boy Pro¬ 
ductions Limited 2010; inset picture by Clive Barda) 

Phantoms join forces 


THREE West End regulars who have each played the 
Phantom of the Opera will be getting together at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome for a one-off concert of ‘Phantastic’ 
music which will include songs from other well-known 
shows. 

The Three Phantoms on February 20, stars John Owen- 
Jones, Earl Carpenter and Matthew Cammelle. Owen- 
Jones and Carpenter are returning to the Hippodrome 
after playing the roles of Jean Valjean and Javert in Les 
Miserables at the Birmingham theatre last year, as part of 
the blockbuster show’s 25th anniversary tour. Cammelle 
currently stars in the international tour of Mamma Mia. 

They will be joined by the Concert Philharmonic 
Orchestra, dancers and special guest Rebecca Caine, 
who played Christine opposite Michael Crawford’s origi¬ 
nal Phantom. Fortickets (£29.50-£35) call 0844 338 5000. 


Final curtain as 
Rep on the move 


THE FINAL curtain has descended 
upon Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
for the next two years, with the iconic 
building in Centenary Square being 
absorbed into the massive new city 
library project on which work will con¬ 
tinue into 2012. 

But the Rep is far from dead, instead 
the company is embarking upon its 
first ever off-site programme, moving 
from venue to venue across the city. 

Revival 

Venues to host Rep productions will 
include The Crescent, in Sheepcote 
Street; the New Alexandra Theatre; 
The ICC on Broad Street; The Old Rep 
on Station Street; and the Mac at 
Cannon Hill Park; among others. 

Highlights will include The Wiz (June 
10-18), a revival of Broadway’s soulful 
take on The Wizard of Oz; Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being 
Earnest (Sep 9-Oct 22); Tom Stop¬ 


pard’s Travesties (Sep 17-Oct 22); and 
next festive season’s shows, Sleeping 
Beauty, a fresh non-panto look at the 
classic fairy tale, and Ramond Briggs’ 
The Snowman. 

The Rep’s first off-site production is 
Kenny Baraka’s musical post-apoca¬ 
lyptic tale The Rememberers. It will be 
held in a warehouse at the AE Harris 
Building in Birmingham’s Jewellery 
Quarter from February 4-19. Contact 
the box office on 0121 236 4455. 

Meanwhile, two of the big shows of 
the festive season carry on with 
Christopher Biggins and Paul Zerdin in 
Aladdin at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
and Joan Collins with Julian Clary in 
Dick Whittington at Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome. Both are on until January 30. 

Over in Stratford,Tim Minchin and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
new musical version of Roald Dalh’s 
Matilda runs until the end of this 
month. But few tickets are left. 


Chance to relive 
all those special 
Disney memories 

IN an original story, Disney On Ice presents a 
Disneyland Adventure inviting audiences to re-live 
their fondest Disneyland memories, as they join 
favourite characters and classic villains on a 
colourful and exciting vacation to the theme park. 

It runs at Birmingham’s LG Arena on February 
23-27 and features an array of favourite Disney 
characters, including Mickey Mouse, Minnie 
Mouse, Donald, Goofy, Pluto, Baloo, Disney 
Princesses Snow White and Cinderella, Stitch, 
Disney/Pixar’s The Incredibles and Buzz Lightyear. 

In this spectacular production, the “Fabs” — 
Mickey, Minnie, Donald, Daisy, Goofy and Pluto - 
decide to take a vacation of their own and enjoy 
Disney’s most popular theme park attractions. 

Donald and Goofy attempt to join in the fun, 
resulting in a series of comical mishaps. But it’s no 
laughing matter when the evil fairy Maleficent 
shows up to spoil the fun, and Mickey must enlist 
The Incredibles to help save the day! 

Tickets are available now through www.thetick- 
etfactory.com and priced at £13 to £35 plus 
booking and transaction fees. Call the ticket 
hotline now on 0844 338 8000. 

• Look out in the Chronicles (Jan 27) as we will 
we running a competition to win family tickets. 



RAPPER Eminem, BRITISH film The King’s 
Rihanna and Arctic Speech (12A) is proving a 
Monkeys are rumoured huge success at cinemas, 
to be among the line- Starring Colin Firth as King 
up for this year’s V George VI and Helena 
Festival. The top acts Bonham Carter as the Queen 
have been linked to the Mother, it tells of our Queen’s 
festival at Stafford- father’s battle to overcome 
shire’s Weston Park his stammer when the abdi- 
and at Chelmsford on cation of his brother meant 
August 21 and 22 his ascension to the throne. 




Bui|jet Butlers ft 
Pliiiiiei's fJteiTlHiils LID 


♦ fell 

* r *rtm 


• mja 

ftRrtijiHa* 


•toiHi 


niiii|iaam 


Z Pnrwl«V»0 C'toc*!, 

/wniidv-v sac apw 

MS 


SS1E 


TMtvrHVI.Vm. 

tfMwtartffMUOSr 


star extraTRAVEL 


Cuba 


A step back in time 


Cuba is a land rich in natural 
beauty and blessed with a 
coastline as eye-catching as 
anywhere in the Caribbean. 

In addition to your time in 
Havana, other highlights of this 
wonderful holiday will include a 
stay in breath-taking Vinales 
Valley, two nights in the bay-side 
city of Cienfuegos, the stylish 
Pearl of the South, and three 
nights in a beach-front, all 
inclusive resort close to the 
perfectly preseved 16 th-century 
city of Trinidad which, with it’s 
colonial mansions, cobble streets 
and horse-drawn carriages, is a 
delicious time warp into which 
you’ll willingly step. 


Twelve day tour by air 

FROM £1,299 

The price includes: 

• Return flights to Havana 

• Six nights bb accommodation 

• One night half-board 

• Three nights all inclusive 
•Two lunches 

• Visits to Vinales and Trinidad 
•Visitto Cienfuegos 

• Two guided tours of Havana 

• Services of a coach 
driver/tour representative 

(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 
9am to 5pm) or email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk 
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SHUTTERGUARD 

ROLLER SHUTTER DOORS & GRILLES 

SUITABLE FOR ANY APPLICATION 
INCLUDING OFFICES, SHOPS, GARAGES, 
FACTORIES AND HOUSES 

Electric f Manual f Remote Control 
Installation f Service / Repairs 

FOR FREE QUOTES, 

TEL: 0121 565 0784 
07972 792560 
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PUNTO BANCO 
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Carvery only 
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Poker Tournaments 


Nightly 
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377 HIGH STREET, WEST BROMWICH PHONE: 0121 525 4744 


New New New 
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PLAY FROM lp 
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I FREE FIVE POUNDS 
MATCH PLAY 



Bring this coupon for your I 

I £8 Match Ploy Bofe | 
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the pulse 



How Tim went all of a Twitter 
to find singers to back album 



Four singers who recorded for Tim Prottey-Jones, from left: Rachel Tucker, Samantha Barks, Jessie Buckley and Colleen Ballinger 



Former music student Tim 
Prottey-Jones tells LEON 
BURAKOWSKI how a 
number of rising singing 
stars helped him realise his 
songwriting dream 


A SONGWRITER from Birmingham has 
won the support of some of the West End 
and Broadway’s rising stars on a new 
album which showcases his songs. 

Former Wolverhampton University music 
student Tim Prottey-Jones, who lives in Edg- 
baston, has an amazing array of vocal talent 
on his debut release, More With Every Line. 

The line-up of guest singers on his album is 
akin to an Andrew Lloyd Webber spectacular, 
and features three young singers who first 
found fame on Lloyd Webber’s TV search for a 
Nancy for Oliver!, I’d Do Anything. 

That includes current star of Wicked in the 
West End, Northern Irish singing sensation 
Rachel Tucker; Eponine in the current London 
cast of Les Miserables and recent Royal 
Variety star Samantha Barks; and I’d Do Any¬ 
thing runner-up Jessie Buckley, an Irish 21- 
year-old who is gaining a reputation as an 
exceptional jazz singer while also studying at 
RADA. 

“Their support has blown me away,” said 
Tim, who is originally from Droitwich Spa. “I 
got in touch with them via Twitter or Facebook 
and then I sent them demos of my songs. I 
didn’t dare dream I would get such a positive 
response.” 

Tim plays all the instruments on the album 
but collected the vocals over six months, jug¬ 
gling his aspiring showbiz career with his day 
job at community music charity Sound It Out. 

Former Hear’Say and West End Grease star 
Noel Sullivan was first on board and then 
Barks, before she won her current role in Les 
Mis, and the last to contribute was Tucker, 
taking time out in September from her busy 


schedule in the green make-up as Elphaba. 

“I would travel down to London with my own 
recording gear and set up in my friend’s apart¬ 
ment in Islington and they would come to the 
apartment to record their vocal,” says 30-year- 
old Tim. 

“I think it may have seemed a little strange 
to them but they liked the friendly atmosphere 
and they liked the songs. The vocals are 
amazing.” 

The Americans recorded their vocals at a 
studio in New York between Broadway per¬ 
formances. The others singers taking part are: 
Louise Dearman, currently playing Glinda in 
Wicked in London; Daniel Boys, who featured 
in TV Joseph search Any Dream Will Do; 
Tittuss Burgess, an American tenor who 
starred in Disney’s The Little Mermaid on 
Broadway; Victoria Hamilton-Barritt, currently 
playing the lead as Alex in the West End pro¬ 


duction of FlashdanceThe Musical; Broadway 
leading men Aaron Lazar and Drew Sarich; 
and former S Club 7 singer Jon Lee with his 
Tomorrow Morning co-star Julie Atherton. 

One of the most surprising recruits to the 
album is Colleen Ballinger, better known by the 
name of the internet phenomena she created 
on YouTube, Miranda Sings, in which a hope¬ 
less wanna-be murders famous songs. To sing 
that bad you have to be able to sing good too. 

The singers showed their support in another 
way, performing for no fee or next-to-nothing, 
a humbling display of support that has fuelled 
Tim’s desire to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. 

He comes from more of a rock background, 
since living in Walsall while studying at the uni¬ 
versity campus, he has drummed in various 
rock bands. But he was drawn to musicals via 
his love of Lloyd Webber’s music for rock 


opera Jesus Christ Superstar, a devotion 
which saw him joining West Bromwich Oper¬ 
atic Society to play the role of Jesus at the 
Grand Theatre and the Alexandra Theatre last 
year 

The collection of songs on More With Every 
Line are drawn from two musicals that he has 
written, Once Bitten and After The Turn, and he 
has already started planning a second album 
of his songs with guest singers. He has a ‘wish 
list’ of vocalists he hopes to get involved in the 
latest project, topped by Les Mis star John 
Owen Jones. 

Now it’s just a matter of waiting to see if 
Tim’s songs reach enough of the right ears to 
make his showbiz dream come true. 

More With Every Line is available to down¬ 
load from iTunes, or the CD can be ordered 
from Amazon or London musical theatre store 
Dress Circle. 























































Mallingj Health 

Introducing three new 
doctor's surgeries 
open in your area... 


'ices will include: 

• GP led Walk-In Health Centre 

for Doctor and Nurse appoint¬ 
ments. 


NHS 


• Extended hours: 

Surgeries 8am-8pm, Monday to 
Friday. Health Centre 8am-8pm 
365 days of the year 

• Telephone consultations. 

• Healthcare services to fit your 
requirements and lifestyle. 

• Working alongside all healthcare 
agencies to provide services 
relevant to your needs. 


further information about our services or 
how to register 

Tel: 0121 012 3575 m 


These practices are within the 
Sandwell Primary Care Trust area 
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The top property guide for West Bromwich, Wednesbury, Tipton 


Taking the stress out 
of buying a new home 


BUYING a new house can seem 
like a distant dream for many 
would-be movers — and not always 
because they’re first-time buyers 
struggling to purchase a home. 

At times, an existing home that had 
given a homeowner a foothold on the 
property ladder, can become the 
problem when the time comes to sell 
and move upmarket. 

The complications involved in 
selling a home cannot be under-esti¬ 
mated. Keeping it tidy and ready for 
viewings, the emotional stress of nego¬ 
tiating prices, offers falling through at 
the last minute - it’s a rollercoaster 
that most people are glad to get off. 

Unfortunately for many homeown¬ 
ers, this stressful state of affairs can 
last for too long, with homes often 
remaining unsold for several months. 

With ‘Part Exchange’, Taylor 
Wimpey agrees a price for an existing 
property based on the average of inde¬ 
pendent valuations. With the house 
builder as their guaranteed buyer, the 
customer can then relax and stay in 
their home until the new home is 
ready to move into. 

The average selling time for ‘easy- 


mover’ customers is less than five 
weeks and many see their homes sold 
within a fortnight. Ninety per cent of 
properties are sold successfully 
through the initiative, the typical 
timescale from sale to exchange of con¬ 
tracts is just 10 weeks, and Taylor 
Wimpey can even cover the cost of 
estate agents’ fees. 

What’s more, a specialist house-to- 
home removal service will provide 
buyers with an inclusive moving 
package that covers full packing, 
unpacking and even insurance cover 
for free. When purchasers move into 
their new Taylor Wimpey home, 
they’ve got the peace of mind from 
Taylor Wimpey’s two-year warranty 
and the National House Building 
Council’s ten-year Buildmark guaran¬ 
tee. The latest information on these, 
or any of the other incentives offered 
by Taylor Wimpey, is available by 
calling the following development: 

For the Sandwell area, visit Latimer 
Square, Oldbury - 0845 676 2571. Informa¬ 
tion on Frampton View in Walsall is avail¬ 
able on 0845 026 5512 and in Halesowen, 
Century Square is the most current develop¬ 
ment. Call 0845 026 3804. Further informa¬ 
tion is available at www.taylorwimpey.co.uk 
or by calling 01543 496700. 



Taylor Wimpey has developed two schemes which make moving simple 
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BOND WOLF6 
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Properties for Auction 
Immediate Exchange of Contracts 
Completion within 28 dags 

For A Free No Obligation 
Auction Appraisal 

Telephone 

Ron Darlington 

07830 375 823 
or (0121) 456 8800 
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Property Auction 

CottonsThe Property Specialists 





We are Now Inviting Lots for our 

on Thursday 17th February 2011 
For Your FREE Valuation with no 
obligation or to request a FREE Catalogue 
Call 
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Goodchilds 

F.ttdlc Ajciil* <k 


Has your house been ‘For Sale' 
for more than 90 DAYSP 

If so - ask your current estate agent why? 

They may offer you excuses like; 

r Tbp Credit crunch - People can't get moftgoges- it wnsnY rpohy the right time 
to seJf- ifiov* potent i lm applicants but they just aren't 6uyj;rg at the moment- 

Ok market Js iou$h H 

Well yes; the market is tough, eird okay, mediocre agents are struggling to sell 
houses* however award winning estate agents like Goodchilds are still selling 
properties despite the credit crunch and we were still exchanging contracts 
for clients durrng the last week of Christmas. 

Hot only that* whilst over the past 2 years other agents have moaned, winged, 
scare mortgered and hid behind the economic climate as a reason for their poor 
per forma nee and their excuses for dosing branches, shedding staff and cutting 
advertising Goodchilds has opened ix»w branches: year on year we have expanded 
in thrse testing times due to n fantastic teem and the fact that we ere selling 
houses arvd earning commission. 




Hu? Ganlettufc GpenMf |fie KHn Teeeorfl Office 


2011 is no different, Goodchilds once again oper a new office which 
will be situated at 33 Church Street, Wellington, Telford. This branch 
will provide the high customer service level our clients have come to 
expect and also offers a Guarantee that If your house is or the market 
with another agent and we cannot sell it within 90 days - we will pay 
you £250 when we do {terms and conditions apply). 

Mick; branch manager and director comments “having bold up a weoffh 
o/ experience in other Goodchilds branches I /oily understand and am 
committed to offering the h lyhest service level of any estate agent 
within the Telford area. My guarantee to my c Heats Is - put your 
property on the market for sole or to fet with Goodchilds' Tetfordond 
i shall contact you every 7 days until let or sold and also provide all 
ctients with my personal mobile number. ” 

Finally, tf your property has been on the market 'For Sale’ with another 
agent for more than 90 days or your are thinking of moving and wart a 
free, no obligation valuation then call your local office 0121 506 7670 



View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.coin 

Call for your Free Valuation 1 


We have offices In: 

• Browrhills 

• Cannock 

• Great Barr 


• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 

• Sutton Coldfield 


• Tam worth 

♦ Wedr.esJbcry 

* Wolverhampton 

• Wa ja.l 
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Goodchilds 
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•Tlirr^kT.r • ‘XM* 

Ibl ltwr • TW f-J <» «r-a 

•tKj laMiur* 


^/iyirc^r 

• Hr* 
brf|rr«r 


• r . a 

• »n«C *U«> 


#Ttf (P»krr« #T»» 




• T" rv.lt H<r< Iftni IJu«n 
' IhWvUrm 

K *.»>»«<■ 





TIPTON 

VUL^tt. vt‘U 


• > * •* •« •~Va KaJiuWi 

# f >• e * 

♦ fVwii.^. <WJ»n 




. M «!• TVwlaK<«« 



JALJd wTI 

• IVaibK^i >Vt-» 

ttWJSS. 

#rr »«.r^ w> «i 


t^: 


%-:• c4- • 


*\ 




’.VKT KPOMWICH 


uptwy^if 

# tfcak«r Y i w IDnafrJujxn 
l^trl 

*ocr» 

• L > • 



mv*"n"C'"n*rk 


■ rirvt iik«4* 
9l««a» 

I Mm 


• V turM r«j 

•w 




U Hr4 r I 


Hwi 






CWWBLO^nOt^J 

• TWtJUkuA ff»t» 

• v-r.v. 

9 f— > «r* r—«* -Mi 

*irv» *r-*« —» 



View properties online www.aoodchilds-uk.coin 

Call for your Free Valuation 1 


We have offices In: 

• Browrhills 

• Cannock 

• Great Barr 


• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 

• Sjcton Coldfield 



• Tam worth 

♦ Wedr.ejpcry 

» Wolverhampton 
« Wa ja.l 










































































































Page 46 SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 



16 Upper High St heel 
Wodrwo bury WS1 0 7HQ 
Tel: 0121 606 76 70 



Coodchilds 

HNlak* Ag&nis l4jUin*pt 




urrwmoM 9TRKT 


awrncloob 


PCM 


«j*o ron 


« V. W. IK IT K 

M o pcm 


^OCDOpeEN RO«* O 


MWMiilfH 

41To PC4J 



TIPTON iVED NESBU RV 



# 



Make your buy tO l0t 

investment pay with 

6 months rent guarantee 


"v 




FMtf.l ROaD 

ICLikiMr.aw i 

Mm »<■■>*»» 

• >i 

*rir«4*iu 


PCU 


REH*Ri& tmmn 


S4T0 PCf.l 


ROB HtT* RO.M> 


rwn 

rw-r* 

• r«u« *1 •« 

t*»*rc*j 


VjLAUCtJ RO^D 


4470 PCM 


i VEST 6 HQ69WVC M 
MiBrnmr 


• >•»«»»•« i. 


*4H PCM 




iVEDIJESBURV 



BULL L*NB 

• 4*h 




tCwyM&tMtr 

■ e»7o rcf.i 


HV.1P0LB LM41 




1179 pom 


MSI PCM 


CORPOR^n>N tTRHETT 


View properties online www.goodchHds-uk.com 

Call for your Free Valuation 



N0Vi BJL$ TVtBBT 




row 




A'MJALL ro^d 

irwNmt* 

»U» » w » Il«n tuw 

KlUkalituuiCi A<«|HMb 

imroH 


wemioRcwtf 

IKtHInvBr ♦ K» l»knr 


?ii Nwr * 

• m». iih. . 

■■■ 


MH) P0T.1 


LmI* Xkri I K vlJLv i 1 ki 1 11 


Lichfield Tarmvortfi 


• Brcwnhilb » Milton Keynes » Wednesbury 

« Cannock • Stafford * WolverhaiT¥#on 

« Great Barr * Sutton Coldfield * WalsaU 


HomeofProperty - the key to finding your next home 


Searching for a home has never 



been easier 


Ns 


ft Home of Property 

connecting people with property ■ homeofproperty.co.uk m 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 























































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 47 





team 


Bearwood Office - 

517 Hagley Rood Roe swaon, BBS 4 AX 

Tel. 012? 4299See Fax 0121 42922Q0 


oulsnam 




♦ aif>npibn,i:HriH4 IMr|rf7|n«iOufi?rilTln» 

4 ♦ r<r'U(Trtl»T)Oinf> 

♦ 1<fsil Qi ton # litoTvf nMsnrraiijcl 


♦ A Deleft! TT#**B«j Cr«ITei«»e 

■ 'i 

♦ O-tnorvl rj#jrx.i 

♦ ^ i vb * t,»* •». i r~.« •«. 

««ih b. «•» ►***•. *< 


♦ rHyitlii CWi^icd Pr?p»jf> 4 ri*!av<hto 
4 IT i rw» I m n ■ 4 P era* ii I N a tw,i 

4 ^^Offnaairnl^j 41 ntonal WmAig ^Ecmrmiitocl 


■?4ih to <»« n^lwt ajgllMgt 


DMhepton R44A &4«rv,40«J 


Le»W«»4^j»r, L*rt4» QtmlhuUH 


4 A. 0>4 J, U'tn*< 

4 TvC/QckitletW.bcManc. 

4 Oa*>«0** 4ooo*m*^l(?4or. 


4^.1 *« **m* 

4V«»:«Vj 

4 l • r*!» -npl Fw»»’1 


cm 5ti*ly 

M 




4Lng^-0%le 
4 TV*** [V*.<l*!» Bc»fa*>:*r«> 

4 fte»ii&ad.tciiV»o*Hr. 

♦ r*j amn 

OfMi to *«» >v* to* •* C19V,rrI 


4 ACliemb^ P4kl1WTTt:»rTT^ 
4 TTirwI^brnTB 

4 FTB.VoorinwptJr. 


4 ..b«ti VWi toe 

4 Of fta«IPral*Kj 

irfn 


4 MO Upward O 

041m to 4*« w i jtm 


Ct-lwiw DHVto 


4 fJ cut Atl * cl m 14 d Tat a ca 
4 TF«»Ebdr33rr» 

4 Ideal FIB AcooTtrcaUtoai 


4 V»l I 4a ii'jncj Fto« «3rtclai 

4 Oft Ftacl Pralaio 
4 NoL^saaiclOian 


44to« In bnnfa *4 HHW» 


4 P4kderr.O*vdial r ^ m i f 
♦ Pe<r B#ibs«*r* 

4rto:^PfT»-l pm>ei 

4 Aj pp* dfbfl e*» I PfiVi *tj 

vfw« to ««*> ivjtoa. H u«f,rt> 


4 Inrrwoj .tl» Teti PW*«j jn'Wrrc* 4 AHnarta • K ftt i 
4 Ti*)^e^.it>%cMJirbana 4 ^ to*. Pc^aj ba 1 
♦ .' 1 ^ i^|i4italBn1nan 4Me>Cfialt 

Q4a> toltoW%4aa»44MgMgt 


JANUARY 

SALE 


FOR MORE DETAILS 
CONTACT US NOW @ 
beanuvood@oulsnam.net 


JANUARY 

SALE 


Jkaraya Rondt CMdbcay 


Ml 


► A ,'xW P>p*ff»*Yi UVyyiTi Sdmi 

► TFigy Be0»»vw 

► 0>'»*rrfrvy> 

(fdivtiHtol 


4 <3«y1 £13* F|*ir*3prrWi 
4 OH Food PnUbiQ 
4 Nc-^ini 


4 A lodrkfiH Ttar^A^acM*-*# 
4TF#** tW*o BMC 

411 to! r. «• r 5^1 a 
4 ria Clrar, 

nori uai^M 


4 A HT*ltOflfll M0 1***0* 

4 TtojDiPjjfcpBullion? 

4 Sn*tbSprr*>* Bnlircica* 


4 sty** Kltdien 

oM^Clui. 


41 nwro^iQ Ryvyrrrt* 0*i 


LIt.> oocii Paid, Etotoinrmcad 


AJ 


4 AttiairtiuMkl 
♦ "V. 

4 □ clxiitfn r<i Focr i«• 


4 Atkh] 1*>B)I noom 
4 CctiMaMOIOV 

♦ Off Food PrrtaiQ 


i»oy/ci »*,»«* 


4 n N bi ii 11 :♦ j 

4 Paul PtoJi 

4 «7:4| III Kitown 

4 l>to 1 Pnr 0 y 4 »*i Xiaora* at factor. 


4 m ThxMoral M J 
4 TV.* E=*.l nony 

4 kMFIB ^anrrwctTlcfi 


4 U|.4ii dCtaii 
4 CliMw k> Lixd Anwntilw 
4 1 0001 r PA>:*iii>'t .ixwtrlty 




more homes at www.oulsnam.net 




































































Page 48 SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 


ft Home of Property 


Part-exchange boom is proving 
a boost at Barratt West Midlands 


HOMEOWNERS are looking to 
climb the housing ladder whilst 
getting around the problem of finding 
a buyer for their existing property, 
according to Birminghams’ leading 
housebuilder. 

Barratt West Midlands says levels of cus¬ 
tomer interest in its part-exchange service 
are at a new high. And the reason is clear — 
the difficulties facing homeowners who try 
to sell their own home in the current 
market. 

“We’ve been offering a part-exchange 
service for more than 30 years but we’ve 
never had so many people looking to take 
advantage of it,” said Lisa Thacker, Sales 
Manager at Barratt West Midlands. 
“People are coming to us who are under¬ 
standably keen to move up the property 
ladder now. Because of the fall in house 
prices in the last four years, the gap 


between the price of your present home and 
the one you want to move up to is likely to 
be significantly smaller than in 2007.” 

In its part-exchange exchange service, 
Barratt West Midlands will buy a former 
home after the purchase of one of their new 
homes. 

“It’s just like part exchanging a car,” Lisa 
added. “We’ll consider buying your current 
home so that you are free to buy one of ours. 

“We arrange for the property to be valued 
by two independent surveyors and make a 
fair offer based on the highest of the two 
valuations. We are a guaranteed cash 
buyer, there’s no chain, no agents’ fees or 
last minute price haggling.” 

“This probably sounds like a very good 
deal to anyone currently struggling to sell 
their old home. I would urge anyone inter¬ 
ested to call us today to find out more.” 

Barratt West Midlands is currently offer¬ 


ing part exchange for a limited period on 
selected homes at Dovedale Park, Jackdaw 
Road, Perry Common, Birmingham B23 
5BP. Dovedale Park offers one and two- 
bedroom apartments priced from £117,500 
and two and three-bedroom houses from 
£155,950. Call 0121 384 7391. Also at Kens¬ 
ington Gardens, Spring Road, Tyseley Bll 
3DL. Kensington Gardens offers two- 
bedroom apartments from £116,500 and 
two, four and six-bedroom houses from 
£141,950. Call 0121 777 2589. 

Work has started on a development on 
Coneyford Road in Shard End. Named The 
Crescent, the development will form a com¬ 
munity of 191 new homes, including one 
and two-bedroom maisonettes and three 
and four-bedroom houses. 

For more information, contact the sales office 
open daily from 10am to 5pm. Or call the hotline 
on 0844 811 9933 seven days a week from 8am to 
9pm; or log on to www.harratthomes.co.uk. 


Sandwell 


Affordable housing scheme 
is back on track for 2012 


A £17 million housing 
scheme in West Bromwich has 
seen work resume on site fol¬ 
lowing the appointment of a 
new contractor. 

Midland Heart, the region’s 
leading housing and regeneration 
organisation has appointed 
Mansell Construction Services 
(Mansell) to develop the multi¬ 
million scheme on Bagnall Street. 

The appointment follows the 
announcement that Mansell has 
acquired elements of the construc¬ 
tion and social house building 
division of Rok. 

Carl Larter, director for new 
business and development for 
Midland Heart, said: “The 
appointment of Mansell is really 
good news as the site is now fully 


operational and the development 
is now progressing well. 

“We are particularly pleased 
that all existing site and office jobs 
have been retained and we are 
now working to implement our 
training requirement in-line with 
the Homes and Communities 
Agency (HCA) funding, which 
should see local procurement and 
job opportunities too.” 

Rent 

The former industrial site will 
create 106 affordable new homes, 
which will be available for rent-to- 
homebuy, rent, intermediate 
market rent and a number of 
homes being made available for a 
care and support service. 

The 4.8 acre site is being led by, 


Midland Heart, in partnership 
with Sandwell Metropolitan 
Borough Council and the HCA. 

Stuart Belfield, managing 
director of Mansell Partnership 
Homes, added: “We are delighted 
to be resuming work on this 
project to deliver much needed 
homes for the community of West 
Bromwich and Sandwell. 

“Not only have we been able to 
secure the existing on site delivery 
team but we are also working with 
Midland Heart and Sandwell 
Counil to deliver training and 
apprenticeship opportunities on 
the scheme.” 

Despite the uncertainty over 
the last few weeks, the scheme is 
still on schedule to be completed in 
early 2012. 















Visit us at our ivohsito 
www. taylors-estatoagente. co.uk 


West Bromwich, B70 6EU 
2700 F«jr (0121) 532 2609 


OLXBUPtf 




|*3 BCT Itfitv 

Vifcrfrv rki.l*' 

» »-l 40Q i fUT- 4CrKfHN.i 
w oo4 cx49* -:*rv+, 

II tu.lir: ‘.Ib, 3 

I- I I I r | : ir 0» if 

WkwVwi'l io*ft9-> *4C> 
»-*** urn cxn H • M* i i v 

0CTCC C til ->047 

’.*•»: l»eJf *# 


«»«»•. ttHJM 


OIXUUR.' 


.v mx*t r»i«Tt .*•! 

2 t* boor** i 

Iitar> Itk3 tn* r*«M 

yu\i me on #1. 

rUlM f I 

rs:4s 4 x-c* 
(Mllitoaonk, (mmh 

net jr :+-i < *c 9* *■>*: 

aix» mil* 

~'*»s »• mm* *M‘*J4 


Pifcooc :>UH 


i r*"Kt to, 

IM 

ra*Cft f I >90* >8X81 •» » 

r*fl'0 4 ft 0n«TV OOIIOMU* 

ra mi v* 

m 11 o rrflto11 rowAfc* Hftclo i i\«i 
wmtcM rtlHi 

Mtr:-: *i t *c i<d j t * 0 * hk e*. 
JZ'\rtZ B3 0QJTW. D«cr.' 0 >l 

UVAOMl XUlXK 


5 1 Kor** 1 -r^c* 0 mxtr 

iK0*cto> IV•; v>yf :-:o» 
lIi 4 u»:'»I cv* 1 « 41 ' r*f r 

LNf.l « vhl 

Hixtl ) bi-a *:*: 

irwt »*^*>4* j»I 
► 1 *. 1 = . -:- r 1 :, x r : 1 

•• t*-vw* ,. . r-.| n, 

— I 4M Un 

tmmrn* ft 11^3*4 


WES T UKMT ’ I- ’ K 


wm 7 gj?-»rr-^.K 


*UcU bJiVrl U«D«l mv 

crrTzfc*an(r9asv«Simdlfe \ 

' IttidLi ' bt |«k Bwt ukm iKnlo# 


WATVI UHTAt.lUil 


ijriuf. 




VTJ?T7?TV.\rV,T*ir 






u x*' ill 

• -i< i—--i ftwObar 






L.LVIi'.J-.rlGT.’K 


Hi 

v.T.vf w^-Afv.T-ar 


VT.VT WSBmJBBT 




•.rmYrnu-w 


JL Jl, «■! xksU»u 

V* M* *»l *X»> f. 
» X** XL* 4 I* U 
floMsiibi 


VMiSl KJK'JLtf.I'AK 


-HFTUT 




;.HVTT.*.Vn.TVH 


vrvf wwr.’Lfv.T.'ar 


L <ra»/y CJf cm! DU, 1 1 V* 4*0k 3 ^ 
q,i •aouLWirft teiH j*«Oji;i>iiv Cftail 
dm fcuV&Lacfftd SU, xvl-tivi. 

m H Ml I HI* »M. 

TIHW || = TtTfllT 11 


rbr msnmx 


i.iftfi Horrad 

4kda4.’» 






•ft 

_ mu _I 


/zorw-CrTiJilTO. 


Luo 

VC-1**.-. J 

vx _ II om 


% * ^ 






T IM-.-E I 





























































































































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 49 



Wednesbury 

0121 505 1818 

Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Bllston 

01902 353578 

Wlllenhall 

01902 631151 

Wolverhampton 
01902 732324 

Sedgky 

01902 686868 


f righrtmove^^ ' 




rinMruticn i[«u:ar.n 

»r8Jft?JW r 

UV..MVM UBfcll'UM. 

WMTimcnL rirurntmi 


" Thank you for the professional, 
personal and friendly serv ice...." 

TteeUrinnuJe LL« iWaaefbaro vrJuued dieote are 
ccrnr^aoripl^e ferus» but saeUyraM t>e 
Ji£*rn within arar industry 
TXmk cuirfjlty betoe appoint in£ yew r a£ent - 
Bi&'est is nest definitely nd best 
Aira the quality, not quantity * 

We dent carry luindredfl ofppop&itiee 
in nook beoauee we sell them 
F<* esrvtoe ourt hikw^ dr** b» only on* diofoe - 
CallSldtf • V.-rib l -% !"li * t«Uv f i , /. : t a ,» &ctkxi 
uljujll nisAl «.T M.'iii inviifi t?; 

Von 'won't be disai^K'intedt 

0121 503 ISIS 


• »4iK ** •!*»•» k«*« 


iddpa 


aiH»a 


































































































































Page 50 SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 



Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 

0121 505 lilt 

Bilston 

01902 353576 

Willenholl 

01902 631151 

Wolverhampton 

01902 732324 

Sedgley 

01902 636663 

C+" rightmove 

\ Tw LI'S LkiiU J 







.Rat* 

• a.Ytsaa* 

»Mt *•**•» MW 


• G>o*v*>yp 


« J*4 U*f»44 

4 CbiM T • 

*«1*,+ * 


ilt'W >—•* mJ ♦» 

4 'j— » l^ >» ni%| ■ t M- l»» 

• i>T4Ti t U^Mfw•» 


• H Vl •• t *♦«*. k 


ft ffc* »i ivw 

• i <■<•#*• 
ft CM«< 


w i • • 11(< ft^al ••• 4k* • t i 


»fV44da^*«« 


FIRST TIME 
BUYERS EVENING 
COMING SOON 

Mortgage Advice 


4 *•*,*•*» 


FREE Solicitors Acf/ice 
FREE Properly Advice 



clvtcir* 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

I r 9 k d i «rt ive 111 ran n it* i ai I 

ifv*t ■* IH KMil 

'An *t4Hi,%w catiikWnM 

uni i inN^H 
4nM w#, ft Vi? bit 
Oil VHb KB.VM MhrilOH XFlft | 
9111 BP SW id hi-rw *•» 

Jll»*#|ittirti> rf'bun 


WON 

soar* 

« W*4» 


•BBT*- - W. 

♦ IimB—»W» te 

_ 





































































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 51 



Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 

0121 505 lilt 

Bilston 

01902 353576 

Willenholl 

01902 631151 

Wolverhampton 

01902 732324 

Sedgley 

01902 636663 

(jr rightmove j 





• ifctorJSr- 

n»tr4K*,»»v> 


♦T*^**«* latol 








oiMinriAhiiMi 

MUS1MU 
.**•», ... mmt u 
• » fcfct 

# EwtitHi » Hadtate 

t».» v«? ««• 

















































































































Page 52 SAN DWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 


C^iojbciol til oj lto 

1 1 1 1 1 

We*t Brcwnmoh 0121 526 2111 - 

n^i i rliinhpr p 1 

\/ G f*At B fk»9® 0121 522 3733 

awejfatteoi'ioif ^bsite 

UqUIUUUUwI 1 v 

/ W*dn«Qbury 0121 505 3533 

www.pauldubbeiiey.co.uk 

the estate agent 

w 

or oi*afl: >.voo#*oiw.«ida<*t>«LiMi W>*4c >.<».» A; 






»•* •<*•••••. »f*»* *»• 

uAi 

cr^.fTfirr OOO 

)•**( ^ir Yft*« LVAVW 



WtOlN «r«*» 

Kminxif »4i Ui />wtn 

SESS»« £109,500 






firfliflWPif 





£arj>| ^it 

«**, M*MT«Vh 





C102,S00 



Ka.ilLLAbLlay 



• IWiuMi^A,* r»* 
^rmti«» 
«M*i «tr w w 


M* 

£148,995 




an 

? 6 p 


r~ 


• * ri • >— . f. O « 4111 > >-< lm 4 f.< 4 «] 
.« y *•> »**v * **A «4* *«V Im JU4 

L lj|l—tillt l—I I 


m»i< »fi »i rju 


:U'vit.^% 

£04^ 



ifoibiilLum 


■k 

\ iim. .ito 


■Bh 

h * iinnrii> 


CnOEnTBi ■b 




cio^sae 


VIEW OLK r AOTWrieS <*J YOU* r*V5«LE P'HOflE 


vnirrvAiiovis 


f rKJnTIT>,>V6i-a. 

Xu «• .»»■*• ^yjtrMat 


The Property 
OnibidiVDR 






































































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 53 


DstOJlOOl til O J pKXXft&3Lt* 
aiuaibble an oir vttteatc 


www.pauklubbertey.co.uk 







cc:rc 


t*#A* 


p\n i il/HiiKkv^r*|^\y Call West BromwichBranchon 

pa uiQUDDerie y 0 i 21 525 2111 


the estate agent 


a email «mtbrornyjlcli^»il(ijN»le/coju4( 





+S9 » *V>,Vt ft - '«mkI Tm *7»* CK /»: •- bn« • •«* i 

Mto irM*ib»« WwtfclwuMMBO IlMi 

4H MU WW MB 







HU 'UMjfM (MM « »i «UM. 

ciss.wo 




fu ci 04,wo 



»m«h Mytf WV 





C7 4,9-00 




TEXT «> TO 04040 
C* ft taJritfcUrlw <XI VC**>*Pf40fM tftOYlSl* 


mmmm 
stir jgj 




ea>^o 


DICSITJ.L FLOOfl F1_i.Ui 

































































































































Page 54 SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 


oauldubberlev lettings ^ 

' the e „, te a9e „, ' 0121525 5520 

1 Beilftrd Rood, '.Vest&aiwlch, B71 2FiS 

3 Bed sei-d, ai, D'j, GidensTo. egoooo 

30Dffhy$ '.Vay, Alexandra FiKTIilai, '.VestPjldliiids 

2 Bail Rrst Floor AMOtnwnt £42300 

1 JelTersai Flaw, Graftal Road, '.VestErawdch, B71 

1 Bed, Electric Heathm, Dailde.£40000 

SOUskeanl Raid, 'Mllsal. '.V5G3ES SEED FLAT .£42300 

30 Lower Hhjli street, '.vediieshiry. '.vestPjlHlainls 

a»i Fia. Reniriasheu .£30000 

10b'.Valla w Roal, Brails, Ellstai, 'VY14 8BZ 

2B3d IStFIOOTFlit .£43500 

11 irmly Vlevj Queen Street Ellstai, '.W14 7ER 

2 Bed ljmI Floor AjMitmeirt.£43000 

4 Ashley Street Elstai, '.VestPjldliiids, '.W14 7FA 

2 Bed Buinjal wt .£39000 

4Diind*erierry Laie, AJdrkhje, '.ValsalL '.VSOCCH 

2B3il Renirldshed Mil-Rnawil.£32300 

4Mauro4il '.Vay, CliilanartHdl Fart;, OTT Frbr Fart; 

1 B3d FT AHHrt .£30300 

121 Fanner '.Vay.Tlitai, '.YjstPjldlaids, DV4 06L 

SBed sermon, Dij.esoaoo 

137 Uowley Real. Ellstai, '.VY14GHZ .£17500 

14EiireGraw, Riwnrtirt '.VllkniliJl. '.VY13 25Q 

2B9il"Rrraw .£433100 

HFqrtr Grow, '.Vest Branch, B70GLB 

2 Bed PjlilT&rr, CM, Dij .£415300 

15SalshiryHaiset Lily Street '.Vest Branch, B71 
Graiiiiffloa'stiidloriJtelecIrlche.£273.00 

40Mvtl3il Ficoil, Dudley, '.Vest Mill aid*. DY1 4DT 

LujerTjiw SBed Send.£33000 

44'rictala street '.Vlleiiliai. '.VY13 1DR 

TYJoBetlroamTerrace.£47500 

47 Shaftesbury Street '.Vest Era iwlch, '.VestPjldlanls 

2 Bed Send Defcadied, Or.£47500 

54 Gameijle Avenue Hi Aon. '.Vest Mdlaids, D Y4 8SO 

Studio AMHlnwirt.£10300 

3 Ashley Street Elstai, '.VY14 7FA 

2 Bed Send Etnnj .£39000 

GGHaieyhaime '.Vay, KUnjTlslisr, '.Vllleiilial, '.Vest 

SEED SEMI .£33000 

75 lw Roal.TlItai, '.Vest Mill aids, DYtOGFJ 

Three Bal PilllTerracel, Cli.£47500 

73 Ashley Street Elstai, '.VestPjlillanls, '.W4 7FJPJ 

2B3d-rerT.Gcll.diJ .£43000 

OEndfcj Street, '.vest Brandi, '.VestPjlkllainls, B70 

2 Beil, PjIiI Terrace, CH. DG.£47500 

13 Bel Street Tlilai, '.Yest MillaililC. DY4SHZ 

2B3il"Rrraw .£47300 

IGda'.VdwriiarnAai Fioail, '.Valsal, '.VestPjldlanls 

2 Bed First Floor Fll .£37300 

ISSalshiryHaise^ Lily Street '.Vest Branch, B71 

TVJoBeri Graiml Floor Flat.£37300 

lOTTInly VISYjQiieeii Street Ellstai, '.W14 7ER 

2 Bed Rat Dij, Electric Heothnj .£43000 

21 Foidi Roail, '.Vedneshiry, '.V510GFY 

TVJoBeri Send.£40300 

21 aPjlitmsDrlw.Tllai, '.Y?St Mimilil:;:, DY4 3TT 

SBedSeitf .£53000 

22SalshiryHaise^ Lily Street '.Vest Branch, B712 

Beil Rat.£39000 

23Maifojate Driven '.VestBraiwIch, '.VestPjldliiids 
RrstFloorTvjoBal AMxrtnnsirt.£32500 

0 Jdinsai Rail, Dariastai, '.Velneshiry, '.VS10 7FJT 

3 Bed Pjld-rerraced CH fiDG £40300 

23Modiiill Gideii^ '.Vllenli Jl. '.VestPjldliiids 

a»l Terrace.£40000 

S Sfrll.JfHiIRcait Elston '.YEtMHIaillS, '.W14 H4_FJ-.£30000 

20 Jeffersai Flaw, '.Vast Eraiwrfcli, B71 4EY 

A Fist Row .^lardiwirt.£47500 

03 Hivtoy Street '.Vlleiihdl. '.V: 12 4JJ 

3B3d Terrace.£40300 

03 Scott Street Tltai, '.Vsst MHIainls 

Pjlalern 2nl Floor Aixrtnwirt.£32300 

Rato GOOGBnstlehoInrwLane, '.VestBranch, B71 

2B3iI 1st Floor Flit Cli, Dij .£32300 

Rat 7 PjHiia Flats, Hljli Street Sethjlev, Dudley, '.Vest 
a»l First Root Ratilu.elec.£43000 

2a Duke Street '.YednesfleH, '.VV11 1TG 

aiMttrtoil Slietereri .£1141.00 

SO'.Valsal Raul, '.UIIsnlialL '.VY13 2EG 2 BED FLAT ....£30300 
34CandHrley, BeacaivelY^Roal, '.Vest Branch, B71 

2bal 4th fr flat il'j .£33000 

SOAIIaiy ttesceirt. Ellstai, '.VY14 0HT 

2 Beil 031 fi '.VtUl 01TIC3 t Sillily .£43000 

Rat 7. 3305 Bnstleholnrw Lane, '.VestBraw^ch, B71 

2 Beil anl Roa Rit, Oil. Dij .£32300 

View all our properties on www.pauldubberley.co.uk 
or Text PD to 84840 ^ 


HOME 


Use your 
thermo¬ 
stats 
wisely - 
you can 
save up to 
10 per cent 
on your 
heating bill 
by just 
turning 
your ther¬ 
mostat 
down by 
1°C 


How to cut costs 


with a little effort 

C old weather means 
people turning up the 
central heating dial in a 
bid to stay warm. 

But be warned, keeping the 
heating on 24/7 is not the answer. 

In 2009 it was predicted to cost 
the nation £150 million per day to 
run their central heating on con¬ 
stant. 

PH Jones, which has been pro¬ 
viding homes throughout the UK 
with central heating solutions for 
more than 45 years, shares its top 
tips to keeping your home warm 
this winter without breaking the 
bank. 

1. Get your temperatures right - 
the optimum temperature for your 
living room is 21 °C, 18°C for bed¬ 
rooms and 16°C for halls. The rec¬ 
ommended temperature for the 
hot water cylinder thermostat is 
60°C 

2. Keep out the draughts - look 
for simple ways to keep the heat 
in; close doors, install draught 
excluders, check the seals on your 
windows and don’t forget to draw 
the curtains 

3. Use your thermostats wisely- 
small adjustments can make a big 
difference when it comes to 
heating. You can save up to 10 per 



A simple draught excluder like this could save you money 


cent on your heating bill by just 
turning your thermostat down by 
1°C 

4. Don’t be a blocker- cluttering 
your radiators with items such as 
wet clothes will significantly 
reduce the amount of heat they 
give out, make sure there is plenty 
of space around you radiators for 
the hot air to circulate 

5. Waste not, want not - if you 
are not using a room then don’t 
heat it, turn off radiators in rooms 
which are empty 

6. Love your boiler - regular 
servicing of your boiler will ensure 
it’s working at its most efficient 
level all year round. If it’s been 


more thanl 2 months since the last 
service then don’t forget to book 
one in 

7. Embrace new technologies - 
Smart meters are new digital 
devices which provide remote 
meter readings automatically to 
energy suppliers. Using a smart 
meter means you can track you 
energy consumption on a day-to- 
day basis. The Department for 
Energy and Climate Change has 
outlined plans to ensure every 
home in the UK has a smart meter 
by 2020 and its predicted the 
installation of smart meters will 
save consumers up to £3.6 billion 
over the next 20 years 



home 

0121 525 9355 

point 

www.homepoint.org.uk 

4 — -lettings 

High Strael, Want Bromwich B7D BJjV 


LET your property for FREE! 


* (S'Jb/ect to Terms & 
Conditions) 

Yes, you did Head 
it right! 

* NO SET-UP FEES 

* 6 MONTHS’ RENT 
GUARANTEE FOR 
FREE 


★ Due to demand we 

URGENTLY! 

Require properties 
in the 

West Bromwich, 
Oldbury, Sm^hwick, 
Tipton, Tividaleand 
all other Sancfwell 


* NO LET, NO FEE 

* FREE EPC 
CERTIFICATE 


areas 

* PLEASE CALL 
NOW! 



BARTRAMS SALES AND LETTINGS 
0121 601 937 0 ^ www.bartrams.oofn 

[*■*«*, gk>brtc.co™ 
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132 WALSALL ROAD, STONE CROSS, WEST BROMWICH B71 3HP 
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[liaiM uraSACCMClij 


fcftllW!'! 


reductions 

on many proP eu es 


HBHMW 


Connells 


te*X**TXJO t> Jicll 

Tel: 0121 420 3511 • be£iw>^d®cx--nf>fillsoo uk 


Odtxcf Urcich 

Tel: 0121 552 2571 • oldbtiiy^occinells.co uk 


*TU.«I 


nsijM 


cijii 


nsua 




ni4jn 


VtoUieOai-y Branch 

TW: 0121 555 2335 • wedres&U ly&OOnnelfcxo.uk 


Ajw fkjnuuKli &cnch 
7W: 0121 325 1177 • YjeelbfOfn'A‘bKi«c.^findteco uk 


KUT'JM 


.'iinfurun GS7.1W 


SOLO • SOLD • SOLD • SOLD 


Aged 60 or over? Huge discounts^ on all our properties A^k for detate. 


www.connells.co.iik 


Bearwood Branch 
Oldbury Branch 
Wednesbury Branch 
West Bromwich Branch 

www.connells.co.uk 
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3121 552 6171 

1 Cliurch SI Meet Oldbury, B80 3AD 


OLDBURY 
0121 544 9505 

86 BIKMNOHAM 8TFEET 


D § 


BEARWOOD 
0121 420 4646 
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Derek Spires 
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MOTORING 


nv&tors 


Honda rings in 2011 
with series of offers 



Honda has a range of new year offers on models like the Accord, above, saving customers up to £443 


H onda is continuing 
to make new car 
ownership more 
affordable by adding three 
years’ complimentary serv¬ 
icing and a range of flexible 
finance options to selected 
new cars until the end of 
March 2011. 

The firm is also easing the pain 
of the new year VAT rise by 
absorbing the price increase for 
customers throughout January. 
Three years’ free servicing 
Customers visiting a Honda 
dealership in the new year will be 
eligible for three years’ compli¬ 
mentary servicing on all new CR- 
V models and Insight and CR-Z 
hybrids. 

This offer, combined with 


Honda’s standard one year’s road 
side assistance, three year new 
car warranty and Honda’s reputa¬ 
tion for bullet-proof reliability, 
means affordable and hassle-free 
Honda new car ownership for the 
first three years. 

Pre-VAT rise price freeze 
Honda is also holding 2010 
prices on all CR-V, CR-Z, Insight 
and Accord models and selected 
Civic variants until the end of 
January 2011. For example, by 
not passing on the VAT rise, cus¬ 
tomers can benefit from a £443 
saving on a new Accord 2.0 ES GT. 
Flexible financing 
A range of flexible finance 
options are available across the 
Honda range to break the new car 
cost into manageable monthly 
payments. With a 25 per cent 
deposit, customers can secure a 
5.9 per cent personal contract 


purchase (PCP) nver three years, 
while those with a smaller deposit 
of 10 per cent can secure a 7.9 per 
cent PCP over the same duration. 
A two-year zero per cent HP deal 
is available with a 35 per cent 
down payment. 

Customers opting for the 5.9 
per cent PCP with 25 per cent 
deposit can have a brand new CR- 
V 4x4 for £299 per month. 

Martin Moll, head of marketing 
for Honda (UK), said: “Our New 
Year’s resolution was to keep 
helping our customers drive down 
the cost of new car ownership and 
three years free servicing com¬ 
bined with a selection of finance 
options is a great start.Plus, we 
wanted to take the sting off the 
VAT price rise — two and a half per 
cent is a significant amount on 
large purchases such as cars and 
it all adds up.” 


Get on course for better road users 


THE Institute of Advanced 
Motorists has a number of 
coaching courses for road users 
from a young driver assess¬ 
ment, through to cycling. 

Skill for Life, the course for 
which the IAM is most famously 
known, is available for car 
drivers and motorcyclists. 

It has six to eight sessions 
with one of a network of more 
than 200 nation-wide IAM vol¬ 
unteer groups. 

The chosen group allocates a 
local observer who, when you’re 
ready, will put you forward for 
the Advanced Test. 

The course cost £139 and 85 
per cent of individuals pass first 
time. 

Apart from the proven safety 
and confidence-boosting bene¬ 


fits of becoming an advanced 
driver or rider, there is also the 
major advantage of qualifying 
for IAM Surety insurance, that 
beats other competitive quotes 
in 93 per cent of cases for IAM 
members. 

Drivers or motorcyclists who 
have held a licence for several 
years may benefit from a 
refresher with DriveCheck or 
RideCheck. The one-hour 
drives with an IAM observer or 
examiner aim to help confi¬ 
dence by giving ideas of how you 
could improve, as well as cele¬ 
brating what you’re already 
good at. 

Momentum, the IAM’s new 
initiative offers young drivers a 
low-cost assessment with an 
IAM examiner, early in their 


development, that helps to 
improve confidence, raise 
awareness, and reduce risk on 
the roads. 

RoadRider Plus is also aimed 
primarily at the younger 
market. It assesses riders of 
scooters, mopeds or sub-125cc 
machines and gives a clear indi¬ 
cation of current skills and abil¬ 
ities, and is a way of progressing 
after the essential Compulsory 
Basic Training. 

And for cyclists, the IAM 
offers a membership package, 
with the additional option of 
three levels of training to suit 
anyone from the real beginner, 
to those wanting to increase 
their confidence in busy traffic. 

Details of the courses can be 
found at www.iam.org.uk 


Action call on 
young deaths 


Y oung driver deaths in 
the UK could be cut by 
up to a third if compul¬ 
sory post-test training was 
introduced, says the Institute 
of Advanced Motorists. 

Writing in its magazine, 
Advanced Driving, IAM chair¬ 
man Alistair Cheyne says com¬ 
pulsory post-test training would 
save lives among “this most vul¬ 
nerable group of drivers”. 

The call follows findings that a 
similar approach in Austria has 
produced a 30 per cent reduction 
in young driver fatalities. 

IAM chief executive Simon 
Best said: “We need no reminding 
that 17—25 year olds — particu¬ 
larly young men — proportion¬ 
ally have more crashes and suffer 
more death and injury on our 
roads than any other group. 


Despite this, very little is being 
done to ensure that young people 
improve their driving after 
passing the test. 

“The high numbers of young 
drivers who continue to be killed 
or seriously injured graphically 
highlights the need for legislation 
that insists on post-test training 
that embraces all kinds of roads; 
especially rural roads.” 

Session 

The IAM has written to Trans¬ 
port Minister Mike Penning 
raising the need for post-test 
training. 

It said it would not be an 
unpopular option, and there 
would be no question of taking a 
new driver off the road if they 
’failed’. 

However, undertaking a 
second phase of short coaching 


sessions and driving practice off 
the public highway would be com¬ 
pulsory within a year of the test 
pass. 

In Austria, all novice drivers 
are required to undertake further 
assessment and training have 
been used with outstanding 
results. 

Only the Department of Trans¬ 
port can realistically take the 
lead on this issue with a thorough 
review of driver training. 

In the meantime, the IAM is 
taking action of its own with the 
launch of Momentum in the New 
Year. 

Momentum offers young 
drivers a low-cost assessment by 
an IAM examiner early in their 
development, which will help 
improve confidence, raise aware¬ 
ness, and reduce risk on the road. 
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NEW YEAR SALE 
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•PART EXCHAMGEiLEAUEB YOLITG PAY 

K TT m 



I IV II + 

ipril l n MtlMHfc . 

rui.i . 

mauRtai 
rr-rfiif r 

rerosgar. 

imaiuiiiiiiicgM 
iTTiizn n il**i :j 
■AX A r.tlr IU «TV 

rt milk i 

rrmiKwriotaB 

iPS'i mm n- r '\ i' H lifiT, '■» »I in' ‘n i » " 

Sfr'IWf.-riSW'i • 

mn-ii hi me*, 




Mar 


K.WJ-.W/t 
HW&WYJ:.1 
UmWWi 
issusjw.&!T<V£aar-i- 

nimuii! , h 

iiitsswH^RSSSffl 

ai& J |" ,Jlk< ^*..y i "irrrnH 



| On-MT Wlf'iRTl 


*■! 



MJ3 W2Z CJttS LTD 

1(11. OUDLEf RQ£0 EAST 
0LD6URX 5W SOU 
T Ottl 55B ft 500 


at 


Britannia 

Motors Etrf 


^imi iIi-■ iYi ■ 
» FORD FE8TA 14 FLAKE 3-di: Matillic 

BIuol fas, EW. AG CD. Alloys.U4H 

» YAUXHALL ASTRA 1-4 CLUB 5-(looi: 

PAS. EW. AC. CD. Alloys.SOLD 

44 FORD MOtDEO IDO 1M OrtAHfrtch, 

Silwei; FAS. EW. AC. Alloys.AJttt 

+4 VAJUXHALL ASTRA L4CLUB :j->:Ii: HtTtcJ i, 
Metric O-ey. PAS, EW. AC. Alloys, Ffice 

Lift.SOLD 

04 BMW 316ES Hfidt, PAG. E W AC. 

CD. Alloys.04-455 

02 PCLKlEOT JOT"IjL 3-cfc: Met Pant FAS. 

EW AC Alloys.B2I» 

U VAUXHALL SlCt-lUV.l 22 Auto. Silvei; 

1 /£ lemliei; PAS. EW. AC. Aloys. tt2fr55 
U VAUXHALL ZARRA 1-S ELECAtJCE 

Rod Aloys, EW. PAG.BMOO 

04 MO TF IjL Motfillic Hfick. Aloys, 

PAS. EW CD. ssn 

51 JAAUAR X-TYPE VS SPORT 2J9CC 

Aloys. PAS. EW EM. RC. CL.02255 

54 PEIMEOT 2K OTT1 3-cbor. Metallic 
Hue. 1/2 leather, CD. Aloys, PAS, 

AC. EW.B£» 

U VAUXHALL ZARRA IjL CLUB Mot Rod 

PAS. EW AC. CD. 7 Seats.ft»» 

54 DAEV/OO MAJIZEL&kSE Silvoi; PAG, 

CD. 5-d; only.SOLD 

« RBI AULT LACiUTI A 1.5 DODYI.^IIOUE 
HfilfLofilioi; Alloys, AC. PAS. EW 2JW9 
X S-TYPE JAOUAR SE A.it- Motallic 
Pfint F<JI LofTtl'ief. Aloys, FAS. EW....SOLD 
05 RB-IAULTMEOAtlE It DWAfllOUE 
5-cfc: Blfick Aloys. PAS. E W AC..OM55 
54 ROVER 25 1.4 81 5-clooi . MetOsy 

PAS. EVjC AC. CD.02855 

» HYUTIDAI COUPE 20 SE Silvoi: PAG. 

EVjC Afcys. AC. 


PovihaLiia, Roy; lay Rag I*, B85 


OPEN 7 D473 

Mi Ma |*r Crtdl Cardt Aittpiad 


The VAUXHALL 



20% OFF 

A new Vauxhall 


Hurry. Offer ends 
31st January 2011 


n\ 

m 



I 


Dadfcy 

Motor Co n^mv 

Dedl*y 

omuwmn 


Habttnuen 
Motor House 

0121 BO 30 001 


Stoirlrkkje 
Motor House 

SloufiyMpe 

013M447V70 


T Wall 

6<wage 

IQnipwllfetf 

013^4 M )33 


VAUXHALL 


flflirfnl («avrr»mr*t Tfst rw. irnnnifnt.il rnti fuel ronairuftinn lignirt rnpg Ilkm/lflOki*) raid CO. rrnittinnj (g/hml 1 

do 


VnuxfcM 

r.Miqr UrMn14&t171) 614(4Air*™ urk.ii. 328(86) 88 3(321 Cora»in«l ?4 ?(1I7>-76 3(37) CI3,cmrstbrc 274 91^km 


- . .i rwm-m i«M^—IMNiMlAilliili^i HlNpi ■ ■«mi bwuifliM 




CLASSIFIED. 
TRADE SECRET 


’The my classified secilcn ot the Eipress & Star has akays proven to be 

I , ; I 

I vwll taw nc iratotittn in rononiTonding tnis type of art.xrrt5.ng Id 
a*iyure looking to yrurrcle llieit business.' 

John Hall, Highway Motorcycos 



classified 


01902 317878 


? Lhfonicte mm 
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03 REG LAI®HO 1IER FFEELAfDER 
1JBS4X4 3 DOOR 

UEmCGflEBi ULUTr 
*KEL£,C©FLJb€k 
EIBCTWCWMWISflfJD 
KllfiflOf£ HU DECENT 
orrfTfnijarTFLfXKfr. 
i KJJhU.UUtiriLttbkai 
ROCfWfS T&PRSLNRirf, 
OtIOttIL aifcJUO 


£3999 

260 WEEKS AT £19 


[>' 


EIiAWPLElOeH FfiCtP.^99, 0EPD3I ®9, B^LrViCETG Pri*IJCES3*Ci. i ^ 1 OA 

2fiDWBCSATn7 TOTAL AWQUf1TWAEiCE4S19 APR I ■ I /O 


■ ... 


MiitRmiiwjna uvnni: 


'SSffjiS HSJSS 




ft.1 


' :* 


U 


DudbyRoad,Ly»,Shxrti(dgB,DY93DU 

r 01384895965 JSHi 


** ler 




—* 


Cars you can afford... 

...from a name you can trust 


: IKOCR (I III III I IW VWt* fftfjMI 
ill itiilus au saTiial I dim ail I 
ilarcJHiinrai'Ciiiuai 

• cart imoihu)- lie can ‘ 

• Hi to briars tram. 

• hninnnHniHiinJUiDiram 

• D0)IHlsflUHEl9 


We’ll connect you 
with your next job 



^HomeofJobs 

connecting people with jobs homeofjobs.co.uk 

Brought to you by the Sk 1 P 



Jf#t> *tt<Srw<A»#JVW» OflU' >.H«f*'iSn’»1 M O 

Jh - 1 9MM lknlPMvtMMto«0VM 

iiiiF r*i .'«m >«' nkli. 'aia a a> 


HUGHES GARAGE LTD 

riRt;DR0«.HALKD.KIIi)9.'. MsMUlItttlC 

7VEAR <££, 
SWITCH v ’ 5 — :v 

w\VTrJda.(«.Nk 



e..t;»*♦ ?5;**.*.?**<%♦ ale-«*# r?- 


T "W*• •* i« alim 40%a^ir ar^ ;a^-v.U'^> *, Nmn) la.n Ia.i-j m' w.. .Mi-U.vi.fv 

ww<* 4 «t«av ny.. wyw*>«.«a .««• <rtif HAM.) (JO.a «‘m«i rn.« 4 atiia *aiav« mmtm a «.fi-a 
U** U v.«^!»«. aiw, I>A «*- ^a >HI<wi aiti ^^a a aa ^Sa. A«)at.~ aaMu «.w ••• 

neim«M4 >a»#(n«N««4«f <4M« «■ r»Nv.«fr *1 Ml arMV %. i•*. M)>*I**>»V 



ON NEW & USED CARS 

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 


20% OFF 


I Servicing, Repair & MOTs 

I on production of this advert! 

| Cannot l» Ltsed in ccnjincticn ttith any otiier offer 

Twin* md t at tlUat* apply 


FOR ALL YOUR 
NOTABILITY 
HEEDS CONTACT 
TONY LETER 


TRINDLE RD., DUDLEY, DY2 7AY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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EXC/TEMENT COMES 
/N MANY FORMS. 

TYPICAL 0% AF*K~ OYER 
3 YEARS, NOW AVAILABLE 
OV SELECTED AAOOELS. 



L^SRAOED MSZDS S 

Rem 110 JO? 

r*WHM, 0 % APR' 

wf 9 ruttYim m t m ft mi i mmmm w«?7, 

IMraMiklK CD Wf ft nth jwftiyjtUir MW aa w t te OOy 
wplv f stwfcarc. Itip ocmM^DrlNr aoJ tiwrt '■■■o?* rtttqi 
Mnd« cotANot^ 



Ai&ZO&S 

Rrcmi17.7RS. 

Noth'M h 0% APR* 

OTV1 ym «< + 4 SM 
w i | ^ rfWi 
cvtim H>feii 9 si 1900. 



M&LZEX33 

Frcm 114<7F0. 

nmmiO% APR* 

•wswn wBssn* 

dMMltniiiM 


To take a test drive* contact us at: 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

W1LLENHALL ROAD, 

W0LVERHAMFT0N. 

t 01902 351153 www wolverhamplonmazda co.uk 







“NO HIDDEN EXTRAS” 

31 b« lUlOMJ. U1K1391 m court ; Jn4(«4 M 4o ? ,Lis.<- 

2?jlJ(Wiriln __it MS 

12 MONTH 
MOT 

INCLUDED 

SERVICE 

INCLUDED 

VALET 

INCLUDED 

WARRANTY 

INCLUDED 

•The rBJiHJT 37 iBtuni .*,< 4 <4 Ibt.LkT. ill.nj WILui»\- 

GbHfM48M0i»l«......... DM 

S7Rij Idff MJBEM Petth E**1 AI.iiHUtm 

SdMf|31 t iBOr»fe5L.. ....rm 

Mhi uuwucnu tj conavcun 

cqaioii ivtiii df. r«a 

»*• rIBRB'P CM UVirROPRA'JUrTTlSIDIX ftatK AW., 10, ■!, 

teisalM, 9GLS00 itfu him 

srrm uu ruu ixctra ij sfi icm i im >ruri fi*t Aliy* ro, *€, 

Tairih. ran 

(Ml! li/JWSfDR iVHJk Fw.Mm,'X,wrfonSeiQOOnfc_raw 

IRRf! WMI *J1M U OMCMUTI^ 0*. 3* Aim. CO, A, 

HHIUMcr. dUlQOnilRB. f-4M 

itm* HOi^crnes^eMixi^rfiL^turSbEU uc^cnuc.Gtmo 

hr .. nvi 

ITtof TOiOf.t 1ECIS 7MI >»r, BflUftCQ AT,8^ 

57FM1 rtHJLr.U tJIDCIVTBiO.ififf Hr Jfr/fc (D JC» I|/ltBir|f> fWM 

fTiUf mromi*MiamiD<»4aM( .. . tins 

itr.* sumutfftMMtutMeitft BttWBi, pc, m fv< 

fWin*./NW 

97lto9 PI7PUTO 17D Al.fIK . u. :L»I i|c* CCL It. SIllUJli^.CM3 

REl4aiCIJ0i.4DhWiiBMi.Tr Milt Ml* PllOft CQ PC, 

JJ^Winte IMS 

971119 RSINUCUO19 BCICMra; rvm ht iD* Ml $ftw,Ala*.Cft «. 

QjOMiflHR (MM 

*7Al| SFJ* S3 111 BTOR ill IRS RVCOIJieaiEE f m t Of; Atof s 

<0, A Cw\ biitkx f illlAihv, 23000. C1M3 

imm run g: i th mjiil-u- OD taft tfcfcfcGr* Aim, CO. U:. 

UQLtftf\)q|DDiri5 . rtaa 

ssRif I'.tJ mai c«s m 2 uh wt & i*b c H E atr* VfriiDu.j) Korit: (xm 
39Rff CITFH8I nr^O 1 jHDIK9VIi'GO,X, J^OOlliw.THB 
I4 Ra( Rff SillD tiIIK n tfe Rf«t|icv*y >1min,4ilrunhv. 

3ljMnSi . tm 

•4ms 7UW9nSUEUPMKIRBHtl. Am. (nFUI^il&BUtl utter 

43.un r««p^ .:.. riM 

39*9 VAIMKi CUK.M2 U $4 bttft irai 'Icvc.CC. «ri. 

OVOOnlH I3U 

i3mi MtfmrMrrsf 9NwM^,ca^atooDft^ . ««i 

urns Lf-D«r«miB.4.iKRiirettc cn^ i.nirUK . rcss 

btrm mttmmtttomtfto.t i^.cq^ton^rooaRr.. cmi 

•7*4 1LTUR«ltJfnXP€*t|,?Sfi*t (*?(*!* K ur» CH« 

40JJWirite........it MS 

IT** tiMKiiui * mm rresD hr* >«t| Tia.^sMi, 4c*,CD AC, 

i\an]iniB. ... . ..... . rim 


CASH OR FINANCE - YOUR CHOICE 


BLOOMFIELD 
CAR 3ALE3.CO.UK 


BLOOAAFIELD CAR SALES 

120 BLOOMFIELD ROAD, TIPTON, DY4 9ES 

0121 520 

email: Woomfleldcars^btconriect.com 
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The VAUXHALL 



20% OFF 

A new Vauxhall 


Hurry. Offer ends 31st January 2011 






16016 


j\ J 1 /ll 


E-LilNOW £-10858 I 






fc**#e*R*(l afittui.albyiy sports 

^ , VP. ■, . j— 

Ill .• «“> 1 •' 

NOW 

£¥1528 




BUck5jppliirwor$<Pvtrcig» 5i!vf r 
alloys, part k-atUcf tnnrt.aircon. 

w V 




^•Liajup 


■' r ‘:'l 


I 1^ 
11 . 





••• NETWORK Q - QUALITY USED CARS PROM £2999 — 


WV\m*MX4U 14D**^nJ+H*4.tXaUt»rite 081 

4110.10V*iihillA4l# 1 : DvoH«nM«W»fcMk iu.„iilKi: ifo . <1499 

. <9444 

2410.40VMi:hdlAjfcil 6t>*]«.5«fr W .. ... €1 2W 

MIO. IOV*i:KEIAA* I 6311 3& HiiNb ill 6w[«Ink fl 249*9 

MI0.9?V*i:farflAjfa. I 63tl V Tikjo Krtdfakcls fel ^*4r» 4Ji vt> fl 1299 

24 10.46 VwzfcrflAjb. I 6SVJ5* J tU fl 2499 

X}0.4CVm+MA+*MZ*U+Z^H^n»M9r4* - <11994 

Vttn**a*a 1.g5 \1 Uk 4*. 2 1 VnK- -€04®** 

2W1 AVw;«%<liaj»a 1.6S\15**«4i*u4. r>ri~ «Er*?- -C7?*9 

2410. 10V«i;lti«iaj** I QO^^Wr CArr«fHl4#. 4 a * «HV- €1 AW 

4miOV-tub<IAjfa«l 7C&lSWX9 7*Dfc*IH*4b»4L»tX - <14499 

■>}10. 10 V*w:h.ll Aj%« 2 0CC>lS7JWr M*<l --- <1*999 

i«1Q. lO V-tchill Ajfat 40VMI M tul c 55>J >i c --- <1 <499 

4W,.pyr«t:hrflAj»«4 0'iNIH*4*«^>«‘% UU lie <14*99 

Hi lnll ll*<«« £1249*9 

2’X»~ <«" . Mi.faril CotJ s IC'CL^c. J-A HrtAh.oi .1 <9999 

29«].«3Vau:fe4ICorjA LSM»I ><* 1»V** €749*9 

464>.4» V«A< Cm» UZ0*+m M»N*d**0 6nHWofa- -<6999 

4910. IOVnhIhIICeac* 1-22 JA NRMb M * itf*- -199*** 

4990.90V ttnltillC ma 1-2SU W» NmIImA -€69*4 

2*XO 20V«f;kill CAM* 1.40uUS*K«4*»* , 4*1j|rvi €1911 

aHO.90. <n?hill <*tfA 1-4C909I I4t HxM **<M M 0l ric - <7799 

4910.90 V«uh* C*»a 1 4Cv4nn JMr lbdl»A S .JiJ-M*KXlk -.. <1 1499 

49tt..*V«i^e9«4MG*itoHM<to<LfWwW£fite--- <7799 

4999,4? V«t:h« Oema 1-4SU Mt Hr*** <<* JUSUi^mU--- <7499 

MI?.4?V*.:t»Jl^if JA T4SMWrHrtJ9i*di*i*1tM 'ITT.U €7494 

4999yJBV‘«i:K4l Coma 1490 W» IMA»<k b« .cm 142 »i« £67*7 

;'M'T f , II IkilKous I 'IL'I'-.'i Hi+diii^ Ut IJ. „- €6799 

Z K-r <*- . hi li El Cocja It VXT1Wt» 5ik M Ho ..*R tk £107*4 

499 7 .4‘* Vmi.KUI Umi l-i VXf. TU4.*iU hxMa* iv< TUTInK- €77*9 

49»1.£’ YmnhM U*0 1-iVXf.TUA.«K aJXmK tW *f *\ i *Vt *- -€97*4 

4999.49V«nfe*I***** l-ttnM*mi**.W4i. *f LfnTLJI**•*- <104®* 

4999/99Van** Iftfhrt* ^VISDlMilMihNAk^i^; r#s- <14799 

499?,.rv«ul»0fcv*>ru < 2 >KA«A.yM r0b«4irrv kl 1 * itkli lift - <9799 

4999,49V*uJ»«tV4» 14M<« 9fe»Mr VfV ft* hk... <7799 


490949 141M 8V PU4.S«rrhfr* ki - 

4909^99 VncMI^Hca 14CM^Mr>.»V >%i^IriL- .. 

4909*99 V«KlwiniH^ 14CM^MrM*V IaIILnI. ..----- 

49094«VmcImIVmsm fcd Ufl*. Jl#aU . 

2f<L5.55;Wiwl\W»i» |.?a>U5ri3«*DI>i*!M**d<i*:M». 

.96446 WW4MI \W»» » 20 VAf 5A H * <**• ci I. A iiX'J r*: ... 

2C-«^o(UIMn I4<1 Uj 5A 7TV EbrmOiM UUifa 
X<0.sa v^v4ul UtamiN^MrCk^ll+V, ^ JWH¥ikt--~. 
49*tv90OMVM9MCBflllU*^VCDI(n09»<EiaARAM. (Ml. ®¥t < 'Jarir 

JOOTiS’Om'^IHMIm iLgSMkNEMlfcXLMTilllltrtbs - 

49l4**OOm»<9 K lMHbl4iyiM»Hr%<»»<i.»inE*^ - 

490144 ObsM9rU«Ml 14 - 

4914*90 Oir Nb (r«412 IT *+ Np*eW»«4i >: u c - 

4(ll iaOiv r»l<lSf«il 14lTJbtH#*h*«dilUt:« ib - - 

4909*f90^t^i CM4VTO MrMnAW4c .>e l>*,44 -. . . 

:M0-W '%lwi aricjJO UttlVm4*9P4e»el*W 0N»d C *M»UrlU. 

2f-:a t<J C4 I 4 rtW ,1114 €Oi5d rDM AiA« MtfdMb^L 9 oe4b| MOlidbi. 

2 f-:a.£<io%cmi CLfiojjo 1 4 km vni4 5«k MmpI *rru iM HBrM 

2907^ CMaen C44 W»a» 24 C sJux1g» %k AiEor^FV. I r .Jl 4-»- 

490*4* OR AM C4HMA 441CM VM4Mr OkMirmWnr VNT Th- 

49I4.10Q»am C5 14»1H F hu M» i4JfC<#»l ^Imh iM J« VH- 

490t»» a* AM a 24 Id vm+ 4 *DW>m< Umm M IT* n#-j- 

490140 ObMn dr HNl C4?l»»* l9mi:bw9r»M,DknlMOi ^TVUiiO<l 
49<T4.7 OEM CtbM44IXM9 A#lRr»OV<« 

490747 FmlFIrfM I4 TOOZr^<B««V - 

490747 rk*>rf4-®Zfr«* Cm *«Mf. ttr^c 4 * Mnc...- 

M*:r wruo~>m i^i<4HRdk.4 liOWris. 

2t->l-W VftwbUf.1 CaM IJCTC2 24 Con^rtfbk lin I fa •! . 

JM WPtimc*.:'- l4SJ4KEtiMb»cKIU, iHUrfar 
2905.75 r>«Mr«t 407 STT UHDI51 5JrC4«i«i C Ttsi, S4J . U . I -. 

29<r.s» a*«jn n m mrn* i-?iw u*m m> w*»i ir,:«»t imovltt-- 

49094010 I4WTI4J4I OjjmNM4»«m 4 Mr. ^A«r4*- 


— 09999 
•— 098 
.— 0999 

— <9999 

_ 01094 

_ <8944 

_ <5999 

- <999* 

— -€22*9* 

- 0**9 

- CD 49* 

— 0*999 
- 0999 

<7999 
01499 
011299 

_ <7999 

_ 09444 

-- <?999 

- €11 *** 

.€11*99 
- €10999 

-410499 
-01999 
— 0999 

— 01449 

_ 09444 

L~<6949 

— 01094 
I- .. <5999 
- €7999 

- €7999 


Brindley Vauxhall 

57 BritJge Streel 
nes^Jiy 

www. lir j n d l ey v a u xh a U. c o. u k 


06430 221183 

Midlands 




^SIOOAli 


VAUXHALL 


Oflicial Coirtirm*e«t1^t Ei»vimnn»r»t,il CXita Fwirlnin^Mm|ilUi« liyu rits rr^iMjflitn^lOOiml.NHl C0j^ rwKswin^ V.iuxh.nll r.iRijtr; Utiinn; 16.5 f T7,11 -61.A 

<k.b\ Ext in-u i*h.v»: 32-£.(SL6)-G5L3<22X Com hi®»rd: 24,2 (11.7) - 76.3 (3.7l CO, OliBOkl Z»-98<i/km. 


So * • Ukr<^* r«p rn 

to i« -w 4 * j» , i wu&-> • m • . l* 

MKX« ifUUTWraitvt 4fal E2pW «• «.|4 fAHm 


iwl ri « 4 r^-. 4 m » t«r< > 
• r- 


> it o%. • 


IriifTMil^ tkia* In 


— » ,Ki tMliiMt I- •r-MWiM l | 

|W «r wirl-oj IVifcw I- «<I ««i. 


l> fi- * 1t a%». wtura. > •r-^l.iiiM 

•iwUMiA «* Ittw I ww #>Hn 
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Dominoes team take top spot 


A WEST Bromwich dominoes 
team has beaten its rivals to win a 
major competition. 

Members of the Greets Green Social 
Club team, based on Whitehall Road 
in West Bromwich, meet every 
Monday. 


Those practise sessions have paid 
dividends as the team scooped the 
Mitchells & Butler West Bromwich 
league title after seeing off competi¬ 
tion from 16 rival teams. 

Team captain Stan Reynolds said: 
“I’ve won the league before with other 
teams, we won it as a 
team when we used 
to play for the Eight 
Locks pub in Oldbury 
two years ago, but I 
was delighted to win 
the title again.” 

The retired lorry 
driver started 

playing when he was 
18. Since then the 74- 
year-old fan has 
never looked back, 
winning a raft of 
titles. 


Lions prepare 

SANDWELL Caterline Commercial Kitchens Ltd 
Lions, have started work on getting the Tividale track 
for the 2011 cycle speedway season. 

The club has seen Bob Prince stand down as chair¬ 
man in favour of Paul Bodley. 

The first training session of the new year will be 
held on Sunday from 10.30am to 1pm. As well as com¬ 
peting in the Premier League, this coming season the 
Lions will also compete in the Midland League. 


Loyal Heathens speedway 
enthusiast dies, aged 87 


FORMER Cradley Heath Speed¬ 
way co-promoter Les Pottinger 
has died after a battle with illness. 

Les, aged 87, was a stalwart at the 
old Dudley Wood Stadium as a sup¬ 
porter, sponsor and on the club’s man¬ 
agement team. He was a successful 
businessman with LP Transport in 
Tividale, which remains in the hands 
of his son Dave and staff. 

Current Dudley Heathens team 
manager Will is his grandson, keeping 
the family tradition going with one of 
the world’s most famous speedway 
names. 

Dave Pottinger said: “This is a very 
sad time for the family and everyone 
who knew dad, because of his illness it 
was a matter of when rather than if 
and thankfully he passed away peace¬ 
fully at home. 

“He worked until he was 80 and a 
large part of his life was spent enjoying 
his speedway. 

“He contributed to the sport in so 
many ways and he was very popular 
amongst a large number of people. 


“He had many friends within the 
sport, particularly at Cradley of 
course.” 

Les was part of the consortium 
which offered to buy Dudley Wood from 
landowners Derek Pugh and the 
Bridgwater family back in 1995 but it 
was eventually sold for housing. 
Despite the setback, he kept the faith 
and helped take the club to a tempo¬ 
rary home at Stoke the following 
season along with Tim Rowe, Alf 
Swingewood and the late Sven 
Heiding. He sponsored individual 
riders and also made possible 
Cradley’s LP Transport Trophy event 
in the 1970s. 

Heathens chairman Nigel Pearson 
said: “I have never met a kinder, nicer 
man than Les. He was generous, loyal 
and great company. It means so much 
to know how delighted he was when 
the Heathens were revived in 2010 
with his grandson, Will, as team 
manager. Our sympathies, and I am 
sure I speak for every Heathens fan, go 
to the Pottinger family at this very sad 
time.” 



Greets Green Social Club domino club team, are back from left, June Arm¬ 
strong, Gill Griffiths, John Howard, front left, Jeff Taylor, Stan Reynolds and 
Tony Armstrong 


Osbourne nets 
on home debut 

TIPTON TOWN 2 KIRBY MUXL0E1 

LEE Osbourne netted on his home debut as 
Tipton recorded a useful 2-1 Midland Alliance 
victory over Kirby Muxloe to end the visitors’ 
11-game unbeaten run. 

The win takes Tipton to within a point of leaders 
Coalville Town. 

Steve Palmer returned to the side in defence while 
Cameron Jones was given a start wide on the right 
in place of the unavailable Eric Bowen. 

Both sides showed no signs of rustiness with a 
high-tempo start which produced a thoroughly 
entertaining game. It was end-to-end stuff in the 
early stages with Tipton forcing an early corner and 
the visitors breaking down the other end where 
Aaron Preston saw his header cleared off the line. 

Ricky Baker’s volley stung the hands of visiting 
keeper Tom Holyoak but, with no Tipton player fast 
enough to react, the keeper grabbed the loose ball in 
the six-yard box. 

Tipton keeper Matt Sargeant made a fine save 
down to his right hand side to deny Tom Hill the 
opening goal, the keeper doing superbly to tip the 
ball round the post. 

The deadlock was broken seven minutes before 
the break when Ross Brown played the ball into 
Jozsef Jakab on the edge of the box. 

Jakab tried to work some space and when the ball 
fell to Osbourne he made no mistake firing low into 
the bottom corner with a shot that gave the keeper 
no chance. 

Powering 

Kirby looked to hit back instantly, the impressive 
Nick Pollard crossing for Preston who saw his 
header saved by Sargeant. 

Tipton started the second half brightly looking for 
the crucial second goal and neat play involving 
Jakab and Osbourne set up Dave Bate but the mid¬ 
fielder failed to connect properly when well posi¬ 
tioned. 

As the half wore on Kirby grew in confidence 
looking for an equalising goal and the game was 
finely poised. But it was Tipton who got on the score- 
sheet next, Osbourne getting his second with the 
help of a Kirby defender with 12 minutes to play. 

Tipton almost made it three just a minute later, 
Baker powering forward and crossing for Jones at 
the back post but his shot hit the outside of the post. 

John Hill surged forward from defence but 
snatched his effort wide of the post. 

The visitors set up a tense last few minutes with 
the goal of the game. Pollard’s initial shot was 
blocked by Dan Parker but, as the ball looped up into 
the air, he unleashed a stunning volley which gave 
Sargeant no chance. 

Tipton held on for the final few minutes to pick up 
three points. 


Captain 
led by 
example 

LYE TOWN 1 
BUSTLEH0LME 2 

NEW manager Karl 
Dolman got his Bustle- 
holme reign off to the 
perfect start. 

Dolman, who stepped 
into the hot-seat after 
Neil Perks and Nigel 
Kirkham departed for 
Dudley Town, had to wait 
a while for his first action 
as this was Bustle- 
holme’s first game in six 
weeks. 

It was worth the wait 
with Darren Leonard and 
Adam Wattley securing 
three valuable points. 

It was Lye who started 
the better on a very boggy 
surface and the first half 
remained goalless 

thanks mainly to Bustle- 
holme keeper Neil Page 

A much-improved 
second half display paid 
dividends for the visitors 
just before the hour when 
Matt Jukes was upended 
in the area, leaving the 
referee with no choice 
other than to point to the 
spot. Leonard, on his 
Bustleholme debut, 
blasted into the roof of 
the net giving the keeper 
no chance. 

Lye then pressed for an 
equaliser which duly 
came in the 65th minute 
thanks to a goal from 
another debutant, Dave 
Howarth. 

Page continued to be 
worked hard and pro¬ 
duced a string of excel¬ 
lent saves to keep 
Bustleholme level. 

Then in the 75th 
minute substitute Nicky 
Turton saw a long-range 
effort spilled by the Lye 
keeper and in popped 
skipper Wattley to finish 
neatly from six yards for 
all three points. 


Kyle’s Brammall Lane 
dream finally comes 
true but with a twist 


BOYHOOD Sheffield United fan 
Kyle Walker finally achieved his 
dream of scoring a goal at Bramall 
Lane - luckily he was wearing a 
claret and blue shirt. 

As debuts go Walker could not have 
imagined his first outing for Villa 
would be such a personal milestone in 
front of all his family and friends in his 
home town. Football has a strange way 
of throwing up these coincidences and 
you could sense it was almost 
inevitable that Walker would find the 
net against his former club as soon as 
his name appeared on the team sheet. 

Although it was mixed emotions for 
the 20-year-old defender, who grew up 
a stone’s throw away from the stadium, 
it was an important result for Villa 
which helped ease the pressure on boss 
Gerard Houllier ahead of a crunch 
meeting with Birmingham on Sunday. 

Walker had previously featured in 
four FA Cup games for United having 
made his Blades debut against Leyton 
Orient in a third-round tie in January 
2009. But all of those fixtures took 
place away from Bramall Lane so you 
somehow felt it was in the script that he 
would make a telling contribution. 

The attacking full-back possessed 
the kind of skills that you would expect 
from someone born in Sao Paulo, rather 
than Sheffield, and the run and finish 
for the goal, with his unfavoured left 
foot, left an impression that the lad is 
destined for great things. If this per¬ 
formance was anything to go by Houl- 
lier has pulled off one of the coups of the 
transfer window to secure the talented 
youngster on loan from Tottenham. 

Despite Walker’s early goal - and 
Marc Albrighton’s second in the 33rd 
minute - this was no walk in the park 
for Villa as Micky Adams’ side flew out 
of the blocks in the second half. And 
Villa were again almost the architects 
of their own downfall as they contrived 
to make hard work of the game having 
got themselves into a dominant posi¬ 
tion. 

Firstly, Carlos Cuellar gave away a 
needless — albeit contentious - penalty 
when he fouled Lee Williamson inside 
the penalty area to help United reduce 
the arrears. 


SHEFF UTD 1 
’ VILLA 3 


It is the fourth spot-kick Villa have 
conceded in as many games and it is 
becoming an unhealthy habit for the 
claret and blues. 

The last thing Villa need to do in 
their current run of form is to gift- 
wrap presents via the penalty spot 
and Houllier must get his defenders to 
shake this habit. 

During his pre-match briefing 
Houllier also emphasised the impor¬ 
tance of keeping 11 players on the 
pitch but for the second week running 
they ended the match with 10 men. 
Ashley Young will now join Emile 
Heskey in the stands at St Andrew’s 
on Sunday after he was shown a 
second yellow card for a needless foul 
on Kyle Bartley. 

As a former teacher Houllier should 
be able to help Villa overcome these 
kind of schoolboy errors on the train¬ 
ing ground or it will hinder progress. 

Luckily Villa just about had enough 
about them in terms of workrate, atti¬ 
tude and application to book their 
place in the fourth round. 

The only exception to that was 
Robert Pires and Villa fans could be 
forgiven for wondering why Houllier 
brought the veteran to the club. 

Houllier was perhaps hoping the 
former Arsenal man would inspire 
those around him, provide a role 
model for young players and chip in 
with the odd performance or two. 

However, Pires’ biggest contribu¬ 
tion to life at Villa so far has been to 
help generate copy for newspapers 
with comments about Houllier’s 
regime. 

Sauntered 

On the field he does not really offer 
much. He sauntered about the pitch 
like he was browsing round a boutique 
in Cannes rather than in the midst of 
a gritty FA Cup tie in the Steel City. 

Villa cannot afford passengers for 
the challenges ahead and at the 


moment Pires appears to have the 
enthusiasm of someone waiting at a 
crowded departure gate for a budget 
airline. 

Even before the board came up to 
reveal his substitution, the French 
winger was stood by the sidelines 
with a ‘take me off’ look on his face 

After a fairly subdued start Villa 
came to life in the ninth minute 
thanks to a moment of brilliance from 
Walker who scored his first-ever goal 
at a ground so close to his heart. 

The energetic right-back picked up 
the ball just inside the United half 
and went on a thrusting run which 
seemed to catch his old team-mates 
by surprise. 

With the Blades defence flat- 
footed, Walker twisted and turned 
his way into the box before wrong¬ 
footing keeper Steve Simonsen with a 
cool finish. 

Villa added a second goal when 
Young went on a mazy dribble down 
the left, an example of why his best 
position is out wide. 

Young beat his opponent and deliv¬ 
ered a pinpoint cross to Albrighton 
who showed great technique to volley 
the ball home in spectacular fashion 
from inside the six-yard box. 

The Blades got a foothold back in 
the game immediately after the 
break when they were awarded a 
penalty after Cuellar fouled 
Williamson inside the box and Jamie 
Ward calmly sent Brad Friedel the 
wrong way. 

Young was shown his marching 
orders moments later after a second 
yellow card for a foul on Bartley 
which will land him a one-match ban. 

Micky Adams’ side threw every¬ 
thing at Villa in the remaining 
minutes but the visitors delivered the 
killer third goal on the counter¬ 
attack in added time. 

Albrighton and Stiliyan Petrov 
combined on the left flank before 
Petrov let fly with a superb long- 
range effort which nestled in the top 
corner. 

A final word, too, for the travelling 
fans who also gave arguably their 
best performance of the season. 



Villa’s Gabby Agbonlahor tussles with Sheffield United defender Johnny Ertl in the FA*Cup clash 



TALKING POINT 


DISCIPLINE: The lack of discipline 
could really cause problems for Gerard 
Houllier’s side and it is something 
which the Frenchman must urgently 
address. Emile Heskey was sent off 
against Sunderland and is suspended 
for two more matches while Ashley 
Young will now face a one-match ban 
following his dismissal. It has robbed 
Houllier of two of his most influential 
players for the derby with Birmingham. 


Next three games ... 


BIRMINGHAM (A) SUNDAY 
Houllier can go a long way towards 
winning over his doubters with a 
result in the Second City derby but must 
do without Heskey and Young. 
MANCHESTER CITY (H) JAN 22 
After the mauling Villa took at the City of 
Manchester Stadium recently they will 
be keen to get a win, but a draw would 
be a good result. 

WIGAN (A) JAN 25 

A relegation six-pointer? The Latics’ DW 
Stadium is not an intimidating place and 
Villa must capitalise on any uncertainty 
and get the points. 



Robert Pires looking lively against Daniel 
Bogdanovic 
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Albion pursue Carew 


ALBION assistant Eddie 
Newton is hopeful of tying 
up a deal for Villa striker 
John Carew (pictured right) 
in the coming weeks and 
believes the Norwegian has 
the personality to lift the 
Albion squad. 

He said: “We are inter¬ 
ested in Carew, there is no 
doubt about that. 


“It’s no secret and we will 
see where that goes from 
here. We know that he will 
bring us something differ¬ 
ent with his physical pres¬ 
ence and that is exactly 
what we are talking about. 

“He is a big personality as 
well and that can help us in 
our situation.” 

Villa report: page 67 




Carson’s clanger 
at Craven Cottage 


ANOTHER 
clanger from 
skipper Scott 
Carson helped 
Fulham 
torpedo the Baggies at 
Craven Cottage to leave 
Albion closer than ever to 
hitting the rocks. 

A depleted crew is paddling 
furiously against the tide 


R Fulham 

3 

\£, Albion 

0 U 


peeling away to the right. 

He looked up and saw 
Brunt arriving at the far post 
but his cross was palmed 
away by David Stockdale in 
the Fulham goal. 

Despite continued Fulham 


with its on-field leader all at pressure, there was 
sea and with his grip on the glimmer for the^ Baggies 


armband as weak as it has 
been since his appointment 
to the top job. 

Albion knew for certain 
that their flying start to the 
Premier League season had 
given way to an all-too- 
familiar scrap against rele- 


when Odemwingie’s shot on 
the turn was spilled by Stock- 
dale but the keeper recovered 
to claim the loose ball before 
Brunt could pounce. 

There were screams for a 
Fulham penalty on 17 
minutes when Dempsey 


gation. Last week in West tumbled under a clumsy 
London proved beyond doubt challenge from Youssouf 


that the early momentum 
has vanished. The Baggies 
are on the slide after their 
worst run of defeats for six 
years. 

A rapid re-energising is 
required to restore the feel¬ 
good factor that propelled 
their season to a stunning 
start. They must hope they 
return to Premier League 
action against visitors Black¬ 
pool with a vengeance, 


Mulumbu but referee Martin 
Atkinson reprieved the 
Albion man. And, although 
they remained under the 
cosh, the visitors created 
another good chance when 
Brunt’s neat reverse pass 
sent Jerome Thomas clear of 
the Fulham backline but 
Stockdale spread himself to 
make a block at the feet of the 
wide-man. Thomas then 
seized on an error by John 


They kicked off at Craven Pantsil and turned towards 


Cottage with five potential 
starting centre-backs 

unavailable and a makeshift 
defensive quartet of four full¬ 
backs, including Premier 
League rookie James Hurst. 


goal but his shot from the 
edge of the area was deflected 
wide. 

The early chances had 
settled Albion nerves and 
they began to show compo- 


charged with the task of sure, not least when a deft 
keeping the Cottagers at bay. pass by Graham Dorrans 


It was a thankless task that 
did not need any gifts from 
senior players to make it 
even harder. Carson saved 
the biggest gaffe of his tough 
recent run for the night 
when it proved most costly. 
His airy wave at Simon 
Davies’ long-range drive in 
first half stoppage time was a 
horrid moment for the 
skipper and his team and, 
even with 45 minutes 
remaining, it always looked 
likely to spell defeat. 

So it proved, with the 
Baggies’ lack of height and 
muscle exposed cruelly after 
the break with Clint 
Dempsey and Brede Hange- 
land barging unlikely 
marker Chris Brunt aside to 
complete the scoring. 

Albion’s new central defen¬ 
sive pairing to produced their 
first mix-up with both Gianni 
Zuiverloon and Gonzalo Jara 
standing off former Baggies 
Diomansy Kamara, allowing 
him the time to turn on the 
corner of the six-yard box. 
But Kamara’s fifth-minute 
shot was initially parried and 
then grabbed low down by 
Carson in the visitors’ goal. It 


between two defenders was 
just cut out by Stockdale 
ahead of Brunt. 

But there were still 
moments of uncertainty, like 
when Hurst misjudged a 
clearance from inside his own 
box and Simon Davies met 
the loose ball with a half¬ 
volley that skidded a yard 
wide. And then the home side 
took an advantage as 
Carson’s error undid all of his 
defenders’ first-half work. 

The howler rocked Albion 
and they struggled to gain an 
early foothold in the second 
half. First Damien Duff tied 
substitute Nicky Shorey in 
knots before firing a right¬ 
footed shot just wide. Then 
the aerial advantage 
paid dividends for The Cot¬ 
tagers as they doubled their 
lead just before the hour 
mark. They forced a corner 
on the left and, when it was 
delivered, Brunt was ill- 
equipped to stop American 
Dempsey, who thundered a 
header past Carson. 

Nine minutes later it was 
the same problem, this time 
with Brunt slipping to allow 
Hangeland to charge and 


was a nervous start by Di power a free header down 


Matteo’s reshuffled side but 
they carved out an opening 
on eight minutes when 
Brunt’s clever through-ball 
found Peter Odemwingie 
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past Carson to seal the points 
for Mark Hughes’s men. 

In the 88th minute, 
Nigeria international 

Odemwingie produced the 
highlight of an 
indifferent night 
for him by 
turning on the 
edge of the box 
and unleashing a 
goalbound shot 



Stand-in captain Chris Brunt feels the force of a challenge from Jobi McAnuff 


Under-pressure keeper Scott Carson watches from the bench 


It’s a depressing case of 
cup deja vu for the Baggies 


APOLOGIES to any Albion fans 
who find the following match 
report depressingly familiar. 

It really did happen all over again. The 
Baggies really did crash out of the FA Cup 
once more at the hands of Reading. 

And they really did leave the Madejski 
Stadium again with a key figure sus¬ 
pended for a vital league fixture and 
another player nursing an injury. 

Roberto Di Matteo’s latest visit to Berk¬ 
shire carried an irritating sense of deja vu 
and left the Hawthorns head coach 
praying another bruising brush with his 
FA Cup nemesis does not have more 
serious consequences for his main task of 
keeping his side in the Premier League. 

The main difference between last 
season’s fractious fifth-round clash and 
this more docile third-round meeting was 
the Albion class of 2011 could not even 
summon the collective energy to claim a 
replay. And, for that, Di Matteo might 
secretly be thanking heavens for small 
mercies. He has seen quite enough of the 
Royals in the last 11 months to last him a 
lifetime. 

While a victory at the Madejski would 
have provided a much-needed injection of 
belief into a beleaguered Baggies camp, an 
extra game in the midst of a vital period in 
the battle for survival is the last thing the 
Italian would have wanted. 

Yet if bowing out of the Cup might only 
have been a minor irritation for Di Matteo 
and his staff, the manner of their defeat to 
a Championship outfit must be a much 
greater concern. 

Entering the match on the back of five 
successive Premier League defeats, Di 
Matteo’s men spent much of it looking like 
they had forgotten most of what propelled 
them to such a stunning start to a season 



that is threatening to tail off into a winter 
of serious struggle. They played their 
third-round tie like a pale imitation of the 
confident, swaggering side that put 
Arsenal to the sword at the Emirates 
Stadium in September and dished out 
similar hammerings to Everton and New¬ 
castle less than six weeks ago. 

The swaggering displays against the 
Toffees and the Toon appeared light years 
away on Saturday as a jaded-looking 
Baggies side laboured their way to a 
narrow defeat in a drab game unlikely to 
linger long in the memory of anyone 
involved. 

If a disappointing defeat and a poor per¬ 
formance was not depressing enough for 
Di Matteo, he once again left Reading 
with his squad weakened by a meeting 
with Brian McDermott’s spirited side. 

A hamstring injury for Ishmael Miller 
was the first major setback and the loss of 
the powerful frontman was a significant 
blow given the ongoing hunt for fresh 
attacking spark. 

Miller is yet to convince supporters his 
composure in the goalmouth is sufficient 
to make a Premier League impact but he 
did enough on Saturday to suggest he had 
returned to action ready to knock defend¬ 
ers about. 

For half an hour he proved impossible 
for the Royals to handle as he missed an 
early chance after powering his way clear, 
was denied a possible penalty after a 
grapple with Ian Harte, had a goal disal¬ 
lowed for a supposed shove on keeper 
Adam Federici and wasted another oppor¬ 


tunity after clever play by Graham 
Dorrans. 

Sadly, his fragile body let him down 
again after less than an hour. 

Yet the sending off of Jonas Olsson was 
the biggest blow for Di Matteo with the 
vice-captain’s comeback from a two-month 
injury lay-off lasting just 15 minutes. 

Introduced at half time in a bid to aid his 
fitness, the Swede looked rusty from the 
outset, earned a first yellow card within 
seconds for a late challenge on Shane Long 
and a second booking 14 minutes later for 
a clumsy shove on the same player. 

His dismissal not only destroyed his 
side’s chances of a comeback, it blew a 
major hole in their plans for Saturday’s 
meeting with Blackpool. A one-match ban 
means Olsson will again be missing. 

Before Miller had left the fray and 
Olsson had entered it, some shocking 
defending from Paul Scharner and Gianni 
Zuiverloon allowed Long to latch onto Noel 
Hunt’s flick to score the only goal just 
before half-time. 

James Morrison’s chip against the cross¬ 
bar early in the second period was as close 
as the subdued Baggies went to equalis¬ 
ing. 

They ended the day looking shattered 
and shorn of belief and with just seven 
days to refuel bodies and rebuild confi¬ 
dence before the start of a vital trio of 
Premier League fixtures. 

A week without a match should help 
with the fatigue. Much more vital, 
however, will be Di Matteo’s ability to 
remind his players of just how good they 
can be. 

And if they need any extra motivation, 
they might want to remember that 
Premier League survival should keep 
them clear of Reading next season. 


TALKING POINT 


WILL BOAZ MYHILL GET HIS 
PREMIER LEAGUE CHANCE? 

All eyes were on the former Hull 
man as he took over from Scott Carson 
with a clear chance to oust the captain 
from the league line-up too. 

The reaction of the travelling fans, 
who sang Albion’s No.l to acclaim a 
stunning first-half save, was an over¬ 
reaction to what was generally a 
routine day’s work for the Wales inter¬ 
national - and it cannot have done 
Carson’s fragile confidence much good. 
But, aside from one flap at a cross, 
Myhill did very little wrong. 

And, at a time when his rival is 
under major pressure, that will proba¬ 
bly be enough to earn him a chance 
against Blackpool this weekend. 


Next three games... 


BLACKPOOL (H) SATURDAY 

The visit of Ian Holloway’s men is a 
massive game for Albion, who need to 
end their losing run and beat a major 
relegation rival. Should be an enter¬ 
taining and tension-filled fixture. 
BLACKBURN (A) JAN 23 
A Sunday afternoon at Ewood Park 
is also potentially a huge game for the 
Baggies, who need points on the board 
early in 2011 before they embark on a 
tricky run-in. 

WIGAN (H) FEB 1 
The final leg of a trio of vital 
matches for Di Matteo and Co gives 
them a chance to gain revenge for a 
scrappy 1-0 defeat at the DW Stadium. 
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*onU likir lo lt»:*n. The* lu;*m will lien bouh van hi foi mii hiIicIilm 
ottotsioii Ml your diutsen venue. 

On IIih MicAicUm ctoy,youiuulrwBiilu 90 k) IIihchiIib bikingnilh 
you himiik ID |»mm?ihiiicf wlh yuur mine nnirnilaliissL!i on e.q Difr-mq 
iconuR, nlilitv I/lle*lc ivl icli t: wiiluii .1 iiiunllxid U r liito in which yuLlur* 
BianlirQl TIih OBiilfBliilur **ii thun Mpltiin hum ihB itturutiB *oik.*i*uj 
pill yt:ii unlo no ii iim il TFib Lilnwiy nni{ NiiniBiiKTy Inilinl 
ntttti^titntitttnl itt 1l> niKimint IniiqLnqit Jirr. 1 uwird siHI^ Il will 

inilcilByuni tiliHngllis-^rid^ims^ yuuribttd ki ljrnt;li upon. You will ll iti i 
nNBOt kl tdlHIlrf VQIM Cl i I UBl • hi .♦ iv : : i • T|iB 

rttnl/Rtil-air will!iiifj|XHlvtn-il>iroiif/hy!Mii ciurtints, irilil yiui firnl ihv^Iij 

till ytciLironliiiK iinlionrl i^til. 

I life Oixilif cotMnthol you <on odi .sw through Ottidl «: 


line oiNnic 


Sandwel 


♦ OiiifcMi* iim>iII lilry LhhhIH • ‘.V*U ten*;*- Ltf.bl I 

« OiiifcMi* ii-M/ill Mn^jty L««w>in • vV.if r,Yf. ivVl #* I icrr.'.f Kvrir^ 

• OililcMki o^i^ill ►kn^jty LhitmII! 



CrEKirtGUMEfc 

Xton. '^iQKin- 1 i.&Mii, II Vxin- I.AOmil 
<13^0111 - •V<^5n. J^3 I)oim - T V)oiii 
Ti<tt Mill - 11 -£Hll. 11 l V)om L 

.»<vt - i * fwn, * i i />ii ^ 

.■^Htylll - .V«]gOII. A.TMII • T .^Qoi 11 

TTii. L./'mh - 11 X*ill, ll Vjttn- 

- -t.^Cgan, -l.^n -^.^n 


i!TE filial TW66 

U-n. M XMil - I I.MCfii, I lil'Mii • I.^Xcoi I^C^n - 
:i 11 

Ti Vw ci .ii hi - 1 1 ;<«m. 11 .<Wi - i « ;*<n !,:•■>< 11 - 
- n.-XMi'. S.sV<n - 7 Jj‘gw»n 

TMrl M . fMil • i I !d^«u, I *i fMii - i i 11 - 

3*0|imi ^C^ii - r« .xim. .VcV^mh - 73^o«ii 

Thum h .inn - |i Atoii. ll<Onn- l - 
i.<V«»i - ri.'x'Mii. &3fyMII - 7 j9‘9wh 


OPENING TIMES 


/ion .f. l>m- $ •Ifo'i* 

Ti <+. H <f«ii - 1 I^Wiii. 1 1 .XHM -1 .jCM« 

W«t lEMMN i..' : • l i m : ■' -11 • ■ 

Tl"ltw i i INN i :o I .mu .. 


fcl. 9 .TMII- H AOnii. 11 . 'Aim - 


For more information on any of the courses please call: 0121 569 8409 


qtdfaHI - 11 -rfMII. 11 OWM- i .y>o<i » 

'w'.^'Kiii - l *MII, 1 1.^Xlil- I 
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UK Online Basics 


White'* it>i* court* tibcmt? 

Online basins is agreal wayfuryuu logelsLarledonline, telping 
yuu lu yum the skills and confidence you need lo slail using 
ooinpuleis aid the inter net 

Whether you're loukjng lo develop computer and internet skills 
lui a newjuboi simply save lirne^nuiey and liassle by using llie 
internet lo order your weekly shopping or pay >our bills - Online 
basics can tielpyuugetstc* Led. 

Ttiis course is fur anyone w I o is new lo using a uornpuler. You 
dun’l have lo H/hj'/v anything about computes or have uny 
experience, liuwevef if yuu can already use a keyboard and 
mouse Ihen you uculd use Online busies as an opportunity lu 
pi achue j/ouis skills 



thug orAne secrches 

Gnueyuuare Luiifidenlusing Iheoumpuler Uns sIkji l 
uuuise will snow you tow Uj search II ie iiilemel and 
Hud websites, low lo revisit websites nuickly and 
download online documents and images. 



UfiJcr iron <kt ig Jot Kjnffi^i Qnl mo 
What's this cours* abovf 7 

This sl>orl cut! se yives you un uveview of ways lu 
find ard apply lor jobs online ll will sluiw you how 
you cun set up search pres ences lo find jubs dial 
rnaltis your needs, lor example ones llialare close lu 
home or par L lime 


Whotwll lleam 7 

Online basics includes live short modulus showing you Iw* lu 
use a mouse and keyboard, email, search online und slat safe 
online, ensuring that you have the confidence und shills needed 
lu starlenjuyiny all Ihu funlashu limys theiliernel lies loulfei. 
The modules ure 


V/haf wll I I*cm7 

When you liriish Itiis course ycu’ll* 

■ Know how lo use multiple search lechniujues 

■ Know how lu uurnplele complex uriline lutrns 

■ Know* how to apply for jobs online 

■ Know how lo register for sites, newsletters und online 
services 



Starting *wt h a key he ad 

This corn se wilhrlrocAjce you loa key boat d and tielp 
you kj learn the funcUonsoldiflerentkejr3. IL will also 
give you lops and advice lor using Lie key boar d 
cot i eolly ai id upporluri U ejt lo pt aubce Lypii i y. 



Starting wtfhll IV>OUa* 

Orice you’ve mastered lliy keyboard you can follow 
simple slep-by-slep mstrucbonslo learn huwlu liuld 
and us e a cornp Her mouse coneclly 



U#tJkf itondnig Jobs, und siU* views 
What's this course about f 

The course "understanding jubs and interviews" 
gives learners tin uvunnew il Miul financial 
assistance rnay be available for kjw income families 
and Ikjw lo lind itiis inlbrrnalkjn online. Die course 
helps yuu tu applying fur jubs > tea A i ibsei il 
prepare for interviews. 


Tliis course /all hdp Ifnjse seeking wuik ui interested in 
changing their jobs, ilwill slKJwyou where lo lind inlbrrnalkjn on 
fmaiicte assistance foi luw incumu families and types of suppoi l 
available 



Utftgemcd 

Yuu will be slxr/m Ikt* lu send and ie*;uivu emails, 
how lo use an address book and how lo store emails 
in kilderj. 






Us tig the ntarnet safely 

TTiis short course wi II give yuu an overview of viruses, 
spam, idunUty tlieUc and fraud, and will yrve you 
sieps lo lake lo minimise ihe risks and protect you 
and yuu family. 


V! I'Ttffps people io cel to foTavccvrfjulers i\nd fo\dyvi\r k*s> cvi 
ite j/ iter; mi twit! t The ioksssare very te)p\u) iuuJ il" 

*i juried Ii’jjs course m ccvr^j'eie mvice cti?d /eiiiYy p^esseef 
ivjtf? Ifje psuqtean H\nvetstate Thecoerte jiinbuctiaf tes tees i 
erceuem givisict me acMce wi\h psiderce. I wwid 

UufoiAety secusrij\estd lf?w evifise io z\vr/o\ie ws/miy io term 
iiiiojnl cu/wptile/^* 


Hwitie ixiIk mfunuaUmi an U ut; \t&\\rl it; lur ||iiiii;ncK lAinxiset: al ly. 
AI i*i?lrviktuvi? ki iiimbt-i* ivid furwr^inn 


For more information on any of the courses please cad: 0121 569 8409 


jlSax^el 
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ICT Courses 
starting January 2011 




H#4p tf» Kitli WnJrirff (K> 

Parent,. i elairire, friend or oarer of school ugaJ thildren? Join 
LI ii 2 course lu devukjp inleineL skills andimpiove persorul skills 
l li benelil belli you and Hie kids, in un inleruulive learning 
approaoh lAdiils ouurseunly) 

FCDL rxj qualilicabon 

TipUjn College 

Mkjn 1.00- 3 00 pm start Id* January 0121 557 CB37 


VMb Design (V • 

Fji anyur*? wIhj would like Id learn the basics olueuliny web 
pages using Microsoil Frur*Page in enjoyable related small 
giuup selling PCDL r»u qjalificalKjn 

Haleley Heath FEFC: 

Tuesl.00 - 3 OOprnsLiil 11* Junuaiy 0121 1:58 7406 


Adah* PtototJ'icp <V> 

For anyone wt>o would like lo learn the basics ol‘editing digital 
photographs using Ai&be Photoshop (Elements) package in 
enjuyable iela*ed small yioup selling POOL nu qualilicaliun 

Tipton College 

Wed 1230-2 30 pin start \T January 0121 557 0637 

Coupeters Don t Byte Unit 1 Cl weeks! 

Starling off with computers? Learn Hie basics uf how lo use a 
pc, produce a postal Enb y 3 qualificabun 

Central Library Wesl Bromwich 
Wgd 1 CO - 3.00pm. Enrolment Jan. 
course stalls 1 2*‘ January. 

Dirrislon SandwdlCunmuiity Academic Oldbmy 
Mon 6. DO - B.GDprri Enrolment: enquire Run Davis 
centre, course stai Is 24* January 

Tipton College 

Monday's enqunefui details 0121 557 0637 


Conrpvters Don t lyt* ltotit3<tw*#kftl 

Stalling ull with ouirpuleis 9 Learn Iirjw to user a web based 
email to sand arid receive messages. Entry 3 qualification 

Habeley Heath FEFC. 

Mon 1D0D -12.03 nuon Enrolment: enquire, course 
starts 10* January -0121 557 0637 


ITSktltfortttori fndllftQ* VMM 

For anyone who '//odd like to work on developing iheir IT skills 
lor use in caieer planning and managing linances. IT Entiy 3 
A wa d and unit ueibliuales in employability and personal 
development 

Ron Davis Centre enrolment enquii e. 
course sla is IS* January 0121 S25 6255 

ITQ 

Lea ners can stady let le^e! 1 Award or C« blicale or Level 2 
CeiLifiuule urd uan allend between 1-5sessions each week 
as agreed with Die Luloi (evening session available) 

Huteley Heuth FEFC 

enquire foi details 0121 557 0637 

fe* f pr*,#***? Cl 7 

You have a clxjice of units focusedon word pressing, 
mcludny presentations, winch will enable yuuto develup 
skills io a Itvel appropriate lor employment in secretarial and 
adminisb abve ides If yeti enjoy typing and document 
presentation airJ have surne basic experience this euuse is 
for you Level 1 Awaid in Text Processing [Business 
Professional) 


HaleleyHeaLh FEFC: Wed6.30- 8.20 pm 
Tiplon Cullege ThuisS30 -11.30 am 
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Are you unemployed and 
Living in Sandwell? 






Pr 


FREE "Help me get a job" package 

You will complete the UK Online Job Hunting anti jrileiview skjlls uouuse. Yu u will then huvre aone lo-one informal run, adviuu and 
guidance irteiviewwilh a cjualified IAG advisor vwt>u vwil I produce an action plan la lolkjwund recommend ecu sesandqualilicalkjnta 
progress urilu. 

You will learn how U) create a professional CV in away lliel indicates you are an ideal candidate Ibr the job. Also, cohort presentation 
onhcwlo ccmplele ^ri application IbrinabouUicwrriiuslcornpariiesshcarl list aruiselectlbr interviews will be given. 


FREE Professional Customer Service Skills 

Tticcoume txjvertj Llie skills yuu'll needlo ut^l with a ranged ctislurrei s ;=ridu vanely ol everyday cuslurr ei seivice silualtun Ycjj'II 
develop a better uriderstancinyf uf uustoirer relationships and expkne tiuw you can discover eKacilywhotyuur customers actually 
want, even when ttiuy are irjt suelheirrjuK/es You will find out huwlu ir\ike the right imprurjsiur\ lirjw todelivui customer satisfaction 
and liowlousepiublem-colving and negotiation skills to keep youi customs 3 loyal to your business 


FREE Asser tiveness iraining 

Tliscourse explores wtial asseiliw beliaviour is and what ilisu'L Famous fates injuring Kris Marshall and Fippa Haywood will 
•jliow you Iiti i H lu lUDir'n nui iil jle (j.usilively'm llie w-J kpltct* You'll Ifcsii n liO'W Lu Strike He liylil botaiCe belrf/eti'i uyt^lesarue iilid 
passive behaviour. 

Fioiri uvercxiimry IIie leui of being IturesL ki being able lo say 'nu'. llie ujui se will build yum ussu liveuess skills to lliuL you non be 
moie» positive, more ooiifideriland work more efletUvely 


FREE Health & Safety 

Accidents can and do tap pun, even in working errvuumnenls Iliat appear lu be uale II is important Hurt you it e lully aware ol 
potential dangers and understand y*j u* rote inidenUfynigandehirinalirig hazards. 

Ttis course gwes yuu a basic understand rig of the Heallh & Salety ai Wn k Acl 1974. It provides you with an in/eiview uf each 
iriutvi dual’s responsibilities, as'//ell as lhe responsibilidesofmanageisand the employ**. 


By the time yuu have completed ttie course, you’ll understand more aboil yuur responsibilities trida- Heallh & Safely legislation arid 
Llie rules lhalyour company has in place to proteclyouwNIsiyouwork 

"urtfrj 

The courses take place at the folowing venues and times: 



U ixar y 'AtelirHI Staiol, 
Wedresbnry, 'J\£ 111 MbH 
k^i iritis: u.3(inin 11 3(lnrn & 
lldtlrun IJUIptn 


•fcalvatran Amy Wirtaeltfi&trtx^ 
Cradkry HoAW kfcistk 
htocilrv t) 3 Clrm lUteim** 
II.JKlrani 1 . 30 pm 


Vy-EtdH Br&fiv*iich ui^ary, Hitfli StTOOl. 
West UraiWAch, fcjJMl &D 4 fJ 3 Dr#n 
VAtilnCMCifY "J0.3O-<m 1 DQpm 


For more informal ion on any of the courses please call: 0121 569 8409 


jl Sendwal 




















